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EDWABD OWTNNB RA&DLBY-WILHOT. 

Ifr VMM XPMt, 

Whatever rtne a ttorf.UUer may laJf ^ hi* hirfaiw, 
*lu &aj)py wA«n ib eon lAnilfc. " 2%w booA o/ miiM will f Uom 

mmA atwi m^ a friend," and may »tl that fricmd't nam* afl»r 
the taU-fuge- For even if to plecue (tu »<nne are beginning te 
hoM) ahovld he no part nf hu aim, at hatt 'twill alway* h« » 
rmoard : and (in iauBorthi«r moodf) rtscl to o Writer t wotiU 
ekwM lo he ti Lampliffhter, a* ih« oniy other that gd* m 
eoriiat « " Ood bkei Aim / " «it fhs fony wtMl*r tvening*. 

To tain tuck a xoeleome al tneh a time from a neto friend or 
ttoo wiruH be Ihti hapjiienl furtunt for ntj tale. But to yuit 1 
eonid vUh it to tpeak parlicttlaTly, teeing that under th* eoat qf 
Jack Uaxtbl bead (hi! heart ^fyovrfrimd 

Q- 

Tor^iay, 
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THE SPLENDID SPUR 



OHAPTKR L 

tna Bowuxo-OBJES or thb "ciowir* 

Hb ttat bsB jilted tbe Mose, forsaking her gentle ppt 
to follow the dmm and trumpet, shall fruitlessly besieg* 
her again when the time comes to sit at home and writs 
down his adveotures. Tis her revenge, as I am ex- 
tremely eensible: and metfainks ehe is the harder to 
me, apon reSection bow Dear I came to being her li£^ 
long serrsnt, as you are to hear. 

Twaa on November 29tli, A" 1642— « clear, froBty 
day — that the King, with the Prince of Wales (newly 
tecorered of the measles], the Princes Rupert and 
Huirice, and a great company of lords and gentleman, 
bone and foot, mme marching back to us from Beading. 
I wa« a scholar of Trinity College in Oxford at that 
time, and may begin my history at three o'clock on the 

e aftcnMXHi, when going (as my cistom was] to Mr. 
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TBI nuraoiB am. 

ih. Drury foe my feDein^ lesson, I foimd Iiifl lodgings 

npty. 

Tb«y Btood at the comer of Ship Street, as you tore 

9 t^ Com Market — a low wainacotted chamber, iU> 

iU-(I Uit 01 imi: 10(1 if Ills. " He is off to see the show," 

ngh* 1 OS 1 loolfed about me ; and fuidmg an easy 

cushion in the window, sat down to await him. Where 

presently, ht^'m^ tired out (for I had been carrying a 

halberd all da,y nith the scholara' troop in Ma^alea 

College Grove), and in despite o£ the open lattice, I fell 

sound asleep. 

It must have been an hour after that I awoke with a 
chill {as was natural), and was stretching out a hand to 
pull the window close, but suddenly sat down again and 
fell to watching instoad. 

The window look'd down, at the height of ten feet 
or so, upon a bowling-green at the back of the " Crown " 
Tavern (kept by John Davenant, in the Com Market), 
and across it to a rambling wing of the same inn; tba 
fourth side — that to my left — being but an old wall, 
with a broad sycamore growing against it. Twaa 
febeady twilight; and in the darVning house, over 
the green, was now one oaEement brightly lit, the cur- 
tains undrawn, and within a company of noisy driuken 
Soond a table. They were gaming, as was eaailjr 
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Tni DOWUBo-osxm ov Tin " down. a 

Mi fay tlieir iih'nHntf of the dlco uid freqaimt ocUw j 
anon tlic bultuw at Jtomc tipsy chorus would oome 

m. Twss oai? oF tli<;w> caUilieti, I durwuy, that 
mka UB : only jost now my eyee ware boot, not toTTurds 
j&n mngen, liut on tlie rtiU lavm betweeo a& 

The cycamore, I have hinted, wai« a bro«d troe, iod 
iwt, in s!imui£r, haw home a goodly load of Wves: 
biit now, in November, these were strewn thick over 
the green, and nothing left but stiff, naked bougha. 
BL-tietttJi it lay a erack'd bowl or two on the rank turf, 
and ag^ainst the trunk a garden-bench rested, I sup- 
pose fi.<r the convenience of the players. On this a man 
was now seated. 

He was reading in a little book ; and this first 
jogged my earioeity : for 'twas unnatural a man should 
r^ print at this dim hour, or, if he had a mind to try, 
■hould choosG a cold bowling-green for his purpose- 
Yet he seemed to study his volume very attentively, 
but with a sharp look, now and then, towards the lighted 
window, as if the revellers disturbed him. His back 
waa partly turn'd to me ; and what with this and th« 
growing dusk, I could but make a guess at hia i'.-ice : 
but a plenty of silver hair fell over hia fur collar, and 
bia shoulders were bent a great deal. I judged him 
between fifty and sixty. For the rest, he wore a dark, 
■ 3 
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TUa SPULKDIO «PCE. 

nut, Toy vtoiUjr out, with u uopla ' 
clMk, Bod a hat rather tall, after tJie fusbiDs uf Uib lust ! 
twgu. 

Now, why tlw mao's hebaTOnr eo encagwl me, I I 
itm't know : hut at the end of half au hour I wa« bUU 
watching him. By this, 'twas near dark, bitter cold, 
Uldhispretenct to read mere fondness: yet he peraevyred 
—though with longer glanc<!s at the casement above, 
where the dta at times was fit to wake the dead. 

And now one of the dicers upsets his chair with a 
enrse, and gets on his feet. Looking up, I saw his fea- 
tures for a moment — a slight, pretty boy, scarce above 
eighteen, with fair curls and ftush'd cheeks like a girl's. 
It made me admire to see him in this ring of purple, 
villainous faces. 'Twas evident he was a young gentle- 
nan of quality, as well by his bearing as his handsome 
cloak of amber satin barr'd with black. " I think the 
devil's in these dice ! " I heard him crj-ing, and a pretty 
habbub all about him : but presently the drawer enters 
with more wine, and he sits down quietly to a fresh 
game. 

As soon aa 'twas started, one of the crew, that had 
been playing but was now dropp'd out, lounges up from 
his seat, and coming to the casement pushes it open for 
fresh air. He was one that till now bad sat in full view 
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Tuc aovu5a<DaBEir or vnz "cdow-v," b 

tall liolly, witb a gv)** pEniplcd onw ; latA lud tli« 
itdtea ia n bull's roic<>. The rest oC the pUyttn paid 
'no faocd to hit ruaag ; nod very rood bid vlicuUlns bid 
as he kuot oat, drawio j in tins coU brcftth. 

During the kte laoltet I had forgot for » tvUtle mj 
Ifrieni) DndcT tbo syouiiore, but now, loijlcing thsit wii]r> 
1^ my astoaishQiaDt I mw him nmt\ from tiU benitfa and 
atenling acroee to the house opjx^sita. I nay " steuliog," 
£or he kept all the way to the darker kIuwIow of the wall, 
and hi'sides had a curious trailing mution with hie left 
foot as though the ankle of it had l>een wrung or badly 
hurt. 

Ab flooQ as he was come beneath the window be 
■topped and called softly — 

"Hist I" 

The bully gave a start and look'd down. I oould 
[■tdl by this motion he did not look to find any one 
the bowling-green at that hour. Indeed he had been 
witching the ehaft of light thrown past him by the 
room behind, and now moved bo as to let it fall on tha 
man that addressed Mm. 

Tho other stands close under the window, as if t* 
:BVoid this, and calls again — 

" Hist ! " Bays be, and beckons with a finger. 

The man at tho window still held his tLin^oe (I 
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•ma KPLBJfBii' iFoa. 

: lliM« io Hip nxitn nvmM hmr hita i 
■poke), and to for n while tha two m«n fltatliei! one 
■nother m sjlenoe, an if oooRidtviug tbftir nr;xt tn«v£«. 
■ Aft«r B bit, howevm-, tlio bally liftod a hand, and 
inrnm;; baclc into the Itg'lik'd room, wftlks np to one of 
tlte playersj Bpeafes a word or two and disappears. 

I eat up on tbe window-Beat, where til] now I had 
been (.Touching for fear the shaft of light should hetray 
me, and presently (as I was expecting) heard the latch 
<rf the back-porch gently lifted, and spied the heavy 
lorm of the buUy coming softly over the grass. 

Now, I would not have my readers prejudiced, and 
■0 may tell them this was the firet time in my life I had 
played the eavea-dropper. Tha,t I did so now I can 
never be glad enough, but 'tis true, nevcrthelees, my 
oonseience pricked me ; and I was even making a, motion 
to withdraw wheu that occurred which would have fixed 
»ny man's attention, whether he wish'd it or no. 

The bully must have closed the door behind him 
but carelessly, for hardly could he take a dozen steps 
when it opened again with a scuSle, and the targe house- 
dog belonging to the " Crown " flew at his heels with a 
vicious snarl and snap of the teeth. 

Twae enough to ecare the coolest. But the fellow 

I'd aa if shot, and b^ore he could snap again, had 
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TBE nOWLtNO-OEBCK Of lUB "OBOWK." 7 

grippod him 6iirly hy the throat. Tb» itruggle fiuA 
folliTvr'd I ooold haniy sue, bat I fa^onl the horribls 
MuncU of it— the ban!, olrart linnthing^ of tlw mno. Lb* 
bouw nge working in tiic Uog^s tliroat — aud it tamed 
me si<J^ Ttietl(>^ — a nuutiD— was li^liUug liow lo pull 
looeu, ukI tho i>aii stmyud 'his way and that la the 
dnslc, panting and morderoua. 

I was almost shoutiDg aloud — ^feeling as tboogK 
'tware my own throat thus gripp'd — when the end earner 
The man had his legs planted well apart. I saw lua 
shoulders heave up and bend as he tightened the pit»- 
sure o£ his fingers ; then came a moment's dead silence, 
then a hideous gurgle, aud the mastifE dropped back, ham 
liind legs trailing limp. 

The bully held him so for a fall minute, peering 
close to make sure he was dead, and then withont loosen- 
ing bis hold, dragged him aeross the grass nnder my 
window. By the sycamore he baited, but only to shift 
his hands a little ; and eo, swaying on his hips, sent tba 
carcase with a heave over the wall, I heard it drop with 
a thud on the far side. 

During this fierce wrestle — which must hare lasted 
abont two minutes — the clatter and shouting of tba 
company above had gone on without a break ; and all 
thi« while the man with the white hair had rested qoietlj 



TUU Jft'LUUlD BPCS. 

1 one Mde, wntoliing. Hut now ho «t«p« up to « 
Um btilly stood moppng hiii tux (for all the cooIdcsb of 
the eveniag}, and, with a linger betweeu tlu lMv«rf 
lujt book, hovn very politely. 

" You handled that dog, sir, cboi«e1y well," says I 
in a. thin voice that seemed to have a chnckle hidden'^ 
it somewhere. 

The other ceased mopping to get a good 1 
him. 

" But sure," he went on, " 'twas hard on the p 
onr, that had never heard of Captain Lucius HiggB- 

I thought the bully would have had him bj 
windpipe and pitched him after the mastiff, so fiercely™ 
he turn'd at the sound of thie name. But the old gen- 
tleman slapped back quite nimbly and held up a finger. 
I "I'm a man of peaoe. I£ another title suits j 



" Where the devil got you that name ? " growled tliB 
bnlly, and bad half a mind to come on again, but the 
other put in briskly — 

"I'm on a plain errand of business. No needji 
yon hint, to mention names ; and therefore let me j 
sent myself as Mr. Z. The residue of the alphabet 1) 
your service to pick and choose from. 

" My name is Luke Settle/* raid th 






COS BUVLfKO-ciLSBS Of mi "caiiwi:" 



iioan«Iy (bat wbctfaw Utw whu Hi> oaturul voice or no I 
oould not teD). 

" Lot tw mj ' Mr Jt,' I preW it.'* 
Tbe oU }^DtI'.'inan, ae hi: said Uiid, popp«l ^ baad 
OD oar side, hud the forefinger of bia right Iiiui4 •»»«§ 
Hie book, ftod MtGm'd to bo ooostdmag. 

" Wliy did yaa throtUo tlut dog a minnte ago t " 
bo asked sharp!;. 

"Why, to save my skin/' aosn^ra tbe fellow, a bit 
puzzled. 
^B " Wonld yoQ have done it for fifty poands? " 
H " Aye, or half that." 

^H " And how if it had been a pv.ppy, Mr. X ? " 

^H Kow all this from my hiding I had heard very 

^■rfesrly, for they stood right under me in the dusk. But 

aa the old gfentleman paused to let his question sink in, 

and tbe holly to cat«h the drift of it before ausorering, 

e of tbe dicers above struck up to eiu^ a catch— 

- With a hey, troUy-blly ! a leg to the Devil, 
And anfwBr Wm civil, sniJ off with your cap; 
Bing— Hey, trolly-lolly 1 Good-morrow, SirKyll, 

We'vofioiaheii tha tap, 
And, wiing your norshjp, wo oare not a rap!" 

WhQe thiB din tiuntinucd, the atrau^r held tip one 
Luger ugaiti, us if besefuhin); silence, the other re> 
^fitill betweuu the paj^ea of his 'xiok. 



TUB flvunmn) nvn. 



"Pretty hafp\" hn Miu), sa tlt« noi« iliaj ftd 
* pnrtty (wjr« I "Tie cs«Ij- m«d thcj li»ve « t 
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" He's none of my ptneUng.*' 

"And if he were, why not? Snrfl you've picked 
' m (eaiher or two before now in the Low Coaatrii 
hey?" 

" I'll tell you what," mterrupts the bi{ 
e you crack one of your death's-head jokes, over the 
wall yon go after the dc^. What's to prevent it ? " 

"Why, this," anawerB the old fellow, cheerfully. 
"There's money to be made by doing no such thing. 
And I don't carry it all about with me. So, as 'tis lute, 
we'd best talk buBiness at once." 

They moved away towards the seat under the syoa- 

more, and now their words reached me no longer — only 

I the low murmur of their voices or (to be correct) 

' of the elder man's : for the other only spoke now and 

then, to put a question, as it seemed. Presently I heard 

\. an oath rapped out, and saw the holly staj^ up. "Hush, 

D I " cried the other, and " hark-ye now " ; so 

Pile sat down ^ain. Their very forms were lost within 
I the shadow. I, myself, waa cold enough by this time 
^ uid had a cramp in one leg — hut lay atill, never- 
^d after awhile they stood up together, 



r mm taSBg fa fet fraflifly to fca^ «>ej.- 1« 
r he ^M 1 tt=3m^ s/ (as. 

I a& ro« OB iris of t^ T<wsg fotJL Aalbcmy, 

9 7M &aa « dtt fair, wlaeb 111 wigvr ^" 

r (J M iB J (Kit of btaiup. bst tonud swo, jud 



"FD Wdwt if I inrm vhat e»me fcm'rt plaTingill 



TK« eUer clnK^lel aoftly. " FD be shot if I m«a 
^Ton lo ," owi he. 

^H And tbk was the bet I he&rd. For now then nnu 
^B ehttmng U Ebe door behind me, aad Mr. IL>bett 
,1 Vmj reded in, iuoeaping & muHilio ballad about " Tii 
mud /""/ Celia, ou j6u ^/, hem^atk tie iay-ftei 
tkade-a," ftu., fce., and attniig to find his fin gone oat, 
ind all in darioiesa. Liqaor <ms ever bis roaster, and 
to^}: the Kiug'E he&lth bad been s &ir excose. Ue 
did Dot tpy me, bat tbe roar of his ballad had startled 
Ibe two men oataidi;, and ao, wbile ba iras EtatnbUtig 
fnr chain, and gropiag far a tinder-box, I elipt oat 
ft the iliihifiw. aad down-staiis into the streeL 



I T0VII4 HAH IK TIU OLO&E Ot AXBBl ( 

Odbss, any of you, if these events dieturboi rny real 
that night. 'Twos four o'clock before I dropp'd asleepi 
in my bed in Trinity, and my last thoughts were still busy 
with the words I had heard. Nor, on the morrow, did 
it fare any better with me : so that, at rhetoric lectare, 
our president — Dr. Ralph £ettle — took me by the ean 
before the whole cUsg. He wae the fiercer upon me u 
being older than the gross of my fellow-Bcholars, and 
(as he thought) the more restless under discipline. 
tutor'd adolesceDce/' he would say, " is a fair grace 
before meat," and had bis hour-glass enlarged to point 
the moral for ua. But even a rhetoric lecture must hava 
an end, and so, tossing my gown to the porter, I set off 
fet last for Magdalen Bridge, where the new barricado 
was building, along the Physic Qarden, in £ront of East 
Gate. 

The day was dull and low'ring, though my wit* 
were too busy to heed the sky; but scarcely was 
poet the small gate in the city wall when a brisk showflf 
•£ hail and sleet drove me to shelter in the Fig Market 



I veoe lus is txx cuujk o* ahvkk uns. 
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«) Wen tiw DivSnity &J100I. 'R* «a 

t t Ccxnid s gmX eonpoa; of |m>^ klrbadj dliTCB 



> thEot fully 'twonli) fa lumMu; to puni 
' Qte wliotpictahi ai oar city id tboM dUtncted tinu*. irhi^ 
I bare iwUm wit nor tinM (or. But here, to-^y. «long 
with tDUf doetois uid acbolkn, w«ie walkiti^ conrtiBtv, 
km>;pen, mountebanks, cut-puna.-*, uitriiKigm, ro^M 
u>d gamesters ; together with maoj- of the first luliaa 
■nd gentlemen of En^laml, as the PrinoA ^faurioo, the 
lordc AndoTer, Digby and Colepepper, my lady Tliynoe, 
Mistren Fanshawe, 'SVt. Secretjuy NicboW, the fKmoiu 
Dr. Harvey, inD-in-ann with my lord FalkUuil (whoM 
boota were splnsh'd with mud, he h&TiDg ridden over 
from his house at Great Tew), and many such, all mixt 
, ID this incrt^Iib]« tag-ta^. Miatresa Fanahawu, 119 1 ro- 
fflcmber, was playing on a lule, which she carried 
always elimg about bcr shooLden : and close beside her, 
• fellow impudently puffing hia EpeciRo ngutnet the 
morons campettrit, which already had begun to invade 



"Wii^ll buy?'* he wae bawling. "'Ti»/nm tka 
ieipt of a /amout liitlian, and never yet failed rmh, 
r ehUd, imleu tie htart were clean drown'd m 
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TBI RPLKKUin BPCB. 

It« Smau t tit bett part of U goo*f mu»eaelin«, m»A I 
virtue againtt tie ptaffuf, tmatl'pox, or lurfeilt / " 

I wu HtDDding Ijcfoni this jacksaiiiMw, wbeo I bouil 
stir in the crowd bebiad me, ftod Another oalUng, 
iTAa'U buy ? ff'&o'll iuy f " 

Turning, I saw a young mau, very gaily drest, 
moving quickly about at the far end of tbe I'ig Market, 
And behind him an old lackey, l>ent double with the 
weight of two great baskets that ha carried. The 
bRekete were piled with books, clothes, and gewgaws of 
rII Muds ; and 'twas the youug gentleman that hawked 
his wares himself. "Wkat d'f/e lack?" be kept 
shouting, and would stop to untfild his merchandise, 
holding up now a book, and now a silk doublet, and 
running over their merits like any huckster — but with 
tite merriest conceit in the world. 

And yet 'twaa not this that sent my heart flying into 
my mouth at the sight of him. For by his curls and 
womaiuEh face, no less than the amber cloak with the 
black bars, I knew him at onoe for the same I had seen 
jjreflterday among the dicers. 

Ab I stood there, drawn this way and that by loany 
leflectiows, he worked his way through the prese, sellin)} 
here and there a ti-iBe from his baskets, and at length 
Oame to a hall in front of me. 



TB> ronxq uak nf tux cloax or ijtBKU txrm. 
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^^^Bwmff lit V, " m sclwiliir, I perceive. Lot me Bene joo, 
^^^Br> Hiynr ii llic ' HicLory of Saint Ooorgo,*" uwl 
^^■le picksl out i thin bmnn qvMiio naii Ldd it up; 
^^VwriUia by iSaeter Peter HuyliD; a rifw Inok lliey lell 
^^Bm» (IboD^, tn be Mint, I never rvai Uijond Uia Utl«), 
^^|pd the jirioe » poor two sbillinifa/' 
^^^ Nov, all this wMIe I vna ojosidering wh»t to do. 
Bd, as I |iaL mj knnJ in mj pocket, and drew oat th« 
^^^■faiOings, t eaid verr elawly, looking him in the eye« 
^^■riint koftly, BO tbat the lackey migbt not hear] — 
^^V " So thus yOQ feed your expenses at the dice : and 
I my shtlUng', no doabt, is tar Luke Settle, as well as the 



For the moment, onder my look, he went whit« bo 
the lips ; t^nt oUpped his hand to his sword, withdrew 
it, and sasweied me, red as a turkey-o^ock — 

" Sbalt be a parson, yet, Master Scholar ; bat art in 
t, damn'd bmry, it se^ms." 

HotF, I bad cv«r a quick temper, and as he turned 
OD his b«el, was like to have replied and raised a brawl. 
Ky own meddling tongne had brong^bt the rebuff upon 
JDS : but yot my heart was hot as he walked away. 

I WW standing there and looking after him, turning 
OW ia my hand tbs " Life of Saint George," when my 



TBJE wbunitt wnk 

8 were awoK of s slip df paper behreeo tiw j 

Pultiiig it out, I anw 'tinu Boi-ibblcd over with f 

and fitruirw, u MIowB : — 

L '^Mo. Aktuqutt Kuxioasw, Uib aou* for ( 

pirocxui. — S'ltr herrings, 2il. ; /or c(>^<t, M. j 

f«e«W(Mj W^ coa^, (id.; at 6(>tel», 6s. lOd. ; _/'pr tltaib^^ 

me. Is. Od. ; ,/or y* King's apeecA, 3d. ; for ipiVtl wine 

[leitA Marjory), 2s. 4-d. ; /or seeing y' Rhinoceros, id. ; 

(Bf y* Ranter-gO'Tound, 6Jd,; /"w a pair of silver butloiu^ 

Kb. 6d.; /or ujs/j/m, ajd.; /or fl^s, fid.; «^ }/• iietj 

£17 5s. ; /or spie'd »ine (again), 4b. 6d." 

And BO on. 

Ab I glanced my eye down this paper, my i 

oozed away, and a great feeling' of pity came OTcr me, 

not only at the name of Anthony — the name I had 

Keard spoken in the howling-green last night — bnt also 

I to see that monstrous item of £17 odd spent on tta 

1 dice. Twas such a boy, too, after all, that I was angry 

with, that had spent fourpenco to see the rhinocero« at 

' a fair, and rode on the ranter-go-round (with ' Marjory,' 

no doubt, as 'twas for her, no donbt, the silver buttons 

I were bought). So that, with quick forgiveness, I hurried 

I after him, and laid a hand on his shoulder. ^^m 

[ He stood by the entrance, oounttng up his md^^H 

ii and drew himself up very stiff. i^^H 
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AflttHHiy Eolbtrfw is air asw. kf ; bmt 

Aad nhtg a Jack Mxrvd," asd L 
_Of the Yorkshire Slwxels ? " 

pes; tbaa^ bota diootcf tliat good atod^ 
t0 Comberlttfid, uid tboc ndlj wiLhared.** 
ao nutter, kt," nid be politely ; " I shall b* 
prood t* enm nrotds with joo." 

"VdiT, hloB yoar heart I" I cried out, full of 
baghter at this childish punctilio ; " d'ye think I f%me 
to fight yon ? " 

"If iMt, sir"— and be grew colder th&o erei^— 
"yoo we going a nirsed roondabcmC way to avoid iL" 

Upon thid, fi&diiL^ do other way out of itj I bcf^ao 
my tal« at mux : but baidly had godw to the mfioting ot 
ths two men on the bowling-green, when he tnt«rrnpU 
le polit<:ly — 

"I thiuk, MaaU-r Marvel, a» yoan is llko to bo a 
'itoty i>f Mfiue niiiiutu:, 1 will geod tbie fellow bock to 
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nj' lodginf^ He's k loUig*-iNir'4l dog thnt I am BATtng 
Ihtm the gallows for an Juu^aa my uitivuieDce iLUnvrs mi;. 
Tliit sliower is iIitiio, 1 kmi: so if jnm Uunw of b nttir'd 
spot, we will talk there more at our leisure." 

He i]ii«mii;u'<l Lb luakey, itnil ttirvU'd off with me to 
IjiD Trinity Grovo, where, walking up sad down, I boM 
him all I had heard and seen the night before. 

" And now," aaid I, " can you tell mc if yon have 
any such enemy as this whit<?-hair'd man, with the 
limping gait ? " 

He bad come to a halt, sucking in his lips and 
BCeming to reflect — 

" I know one man," he began ; " but no — 'tis im- 
possible." 

As I stood, waiting to hear more, he clapt his hand 
in mine, very quick and friendly: "Jack," he cried; 
•— " I'll call thee Jack — 'twas an honest good turn thou 
luidst in thy heart to do me, and I a surly rogue to 
think of fighting — I that could make mince-mwit of 
thee." 

" I can fence a bit," answer'd I. 

" Now, say no more, Jack : I love thee." 

He look'd in my face, atiil holding my hand and 
amiliug. Indeed, there was something of the foreigner 
in his brisk graceful wurs — yet nut unpleofiing. I waa 
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fW^jJ hai ncter «ai the Uke>-«tt, met Uat 

li lur« «eD utd bu>« Um t^irin ina^ so w«U. 

" I thakk," mH 1, " yim had better t« eoiwuleniif 

t to dc.'' 

Be laogti'd ootrij^t thii tune ; and rsEtin^ iriUt Ui 

■ cmi'il, ■gabst the tntok of as elm, twiH'd ui cad 

s toQ^ lordoda, and kxJced at me oomiaOljr. Said 

" TbU m«^ Jaok, is tliere at^ht In m« that offonda 



" Wly, net," I answered. " I ihiak yon'pc a very 
proper Toung man — socb as I should loathe to ms 
^uil'd hy >Ia£t«f Settle's knife." 

"Art not quick at fnendship, Jack, l>ut better at 
advising ; onl}' in this case fortune has prevmited th; 
good ofSrap. Hark ye,'' ^^ lean'd forward and glano'd 
to right and left, "if these twain intend my hurt— 
m indeed 'twimld seem — ihey lose their labour : for this 
mrj night I ride from Osfoid." 

" And why is that ? '* 

"I'il t«ll thee. Jack, tho' I deserrc to be shot I 
I Itoond with a letter from His Mnjosty to tho Army 

Jie West, where I hove friends, for my falhor's sako 
3tr Deakin Killigrcw of Gleys, in Conttvall. "lis a 

rt eonntiy, they ray, tho' T have never nwen it." 

"Not Been thy rather'B oonntry?'* 



nn BFUCSDID BVOU. 

"Wby no^Eor h« married ft Frenolinramfto, Jvsk, 
I Qml rest bcr disar snal I " — he lifted hie Uat— •* uii 
I aettled in that country, nmr Morlalx, m JBHttsay, aman^ 
lother'a kin; my gmndfather refuaiiig to aee or 
«poak with him, for weddiug a poor woman without his 
ooneent. And in France was I bom and bred, and 
oame to England two years agone ; and this last July 
the old curmudgeon died. So that my father, who waa 
BD only son, is even now in England returning to his 
eetateB : and with him my only §ister Delia. I shall 
meet them on the way. To think of it I" (and I 
declare the tears sprang to his eyes) : "Delia will be a 
woman grown, and ah I to see dear Cornwall together 1 " 
Now I myself was an only child, and had been made 
an orphan when hut nine years old, by the small-pox 
that visited onr home in Wastdale Village, and carried 
off mj father, the Vicar, and my dear mother. Yet his 
simple words spoke to my heart and woke so tender a 
yearning for the small stone cottage, and the bridge, 
and the grey fells of Yewbarrow above it, that a mist 
soae in my eyes too, and I tum'd away to hide it. 

"Tis a ticklish husiness," said I after a minute, 
"to carry the King's letter. Not one in four of hi8 
messengers comes through, they say. But since it keeps 
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"Wbr, 71*. TVi-Bigttt I pi far nf iw iMpa, mA 
• ctadglit &w the Jua-doot." 
" Umb I en wUfc jeo ta Uw ' Crowa.* 1 cried, vmj 

P He Atapfr'd fUyiag with fait curl, utd look'd m 
^^■tte £bc*, hii mMth twitching with & qmsr ■tnil*. 
^V " Aad TO tlwo "halt Jaii : hut why f " 
\^ "I'll gi« DO reuan," said 1, and knew 1 wm 



" Then b« at the oomer of All Baltovrs' Churob in 
'Ptai Street *t seren to-night. I Wgc ov«r Mactor 
Simon's, the glover, and roost be sboat mjr nflhira. 
Jack," — he came near and took my hand — "am tiun 
(bon loveet me." 

Ho nodded, with another cordial emilc, and went bic 
way uf the grove, his amber olook flaunting like a 
belat«d butterfly and«r the leafless tnoa ; and n pav'd 
t of my wigbL 
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nu fnxuDta spcb. 

' Prc4ty boyt I " li« raid, w Um nolM died ansyi 
' prctt; boys I "K3 easily teen tliey h»n a Uird U> 
'jlook." 

" He's none of my pltwlctng.** 

" And if lie were, why not I Siire you've picked 
a feather or two before now in the Low Couatriee — 
hfiy ?" 

" I'll tell you what," interrupts the big man, " next 
time you crack one of yonr death's-head jokes, over the 
w»ll you go after the dog. What's to prevent it ? " 

"Why, this," answers the old fellow, cheerfully, 
"There's money to be made by doing no such thing. 
And I don't carry it all about with me. So, aa 'tis late, 
we'd best talk business at once." 

They moved away towards the seat under the eyo^- 
1' more, and now their words reached me no longer — only 
■ tiie low murmor of their voices or (to be eorrect) 
of the elder man's : for the other only spoke now and 
then, to put a question, as it seemed. Presently I heard 
an oath rapped out, and saw the bully start up. "Huah, 

nant" cried the other, and "hark-ye now "; so 

be sat down again. Tfaeir very forms were lost within 
the shadow. 1, myself, was cold enough by this time 
'•nd had a cramp in one leg — but lay still, never- 
thelesa. And after awhile they stood up together, and 
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jaBtah**Md he. 

Aaa iUi »» tiw kct X hvd. T^mw Umto 
a daUsB^ St tiic doer hdind ^ Md Ur. Botwt 
Jhv; reded id, te aei q»iy a manrtKn balU abuot " JVt 

tAoHt-Mj" fe&. fee^ cad oimii^ to find kit Gic goa« out* 
aad kll in duknev. Liquor ms ever Us nunter, sad 
lo-daj the Ein^s b«*hfa had ban » tur cxtvm. H* 
did oot ipy me, but ibe roar oE bis ballad iud startled 
Ibe two Bien oatnde, and so, wbile ha vae Etamblinf; 
1 groping for a tinder-box, I slipt onl 
and dawn-«taus into tba JitivaL 
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CHAPTER n. 



I TOmril HAH DI tax CLOAE OF JMtttOL lATQT. 

Guzas, any of you, i£ tbese events disturbed my rest 
that ntgbt. 'Twa§ four o'clock before I dropp'd asleep 
in my bed in Trinity, and my last thoughts were still busy 
with the words I had beard. Nor, on the morrow, did 
it fare any better with me : bo that, at rhetoric lecture, 
our president — Dr. Ralph Kettle — took me by the ears 
before the whole cloes. He was the fiercer upon me as 
being older than the gross of my fellow-acholara, and 
(as he thought) the more restless under discipline. "A 
tntor'd adolescence," he would say, " is a fair grace 
before meat," and had bis hour-glass enlarged to point 
the moral for na. But even a rhct^Jiic lecture must have 
an end, and so, tossing my gown to the porter, I set off 
it last for Magdalen Bridge, where tJie new barricado 
WW building, along the Physic Garden, in front of East 
Gate. 

The day was dull and low'ring, thongh my wits 
were too busy to heed the sky; but scarcely was I 
past the small gate in the city wall when a brisk shower 
•£ hail and sleet drove me to shelter in the Pig Market 
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m Totno uiM nr tui cu>u or Ainut iinx. IS 

Priwo*o/»*««) Wfor* th« Divinity SobooL "n* aa 
iple vsoJted passa^^, ns I darvsiy jnn know ; nml 
I fmind a gitt»t eompiWf of people altvady diivm 

to deandbe thiim foUy 'twouH be iie<;essary to paiot 
tiic wliolairtAUi o£ our eitj in thoM tlutiacted times, winch 
1 lutve iieit]t«r wit nor tiioe for. Bat bere, to-day^ along 
ith many doetora ami acholara, were walking oourtiera, 
iipon, moniitebanlis, cut-piirses, astrologers, rogues 
and gamesters ; together with many o£ the Tii-st kdles 
•ltd gentlemen of England, as the Prince Maurice, the 
lords Andover, Digby and Colepepper, my lady Thyiine, 
Mtstresn Fanahawe, Mr. Secretary Nicholas, the famous 
Dr. Harvey, arm-in-arm with my lord Falkland (whoso 
bootx were splashed with mud, he having ridden over 
from his house at Great Tew), and many such, all mixt 
in this incredible tag-rag. MiEtresa Fanehawe, as I re- 
member, was playing on a Inte, which she cairied 
always slung about her shoulders : and close beside her, 
% fellow impudently puffing his specific against the 
wtor^«» eampenlris, which already had begun to invade 



"ff'ifi'll 6ity?" he was bawling. "'Ti* from tit 

vifil of a famifat Uaiian, and nsver yet failed man^ 

HromoM, aor child, unlest tie Aeari were clean droten'd m 
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TOI SPLBNOID BPDB. 

tkt diuitM ! the iett part of if ffioJ Mii»ea4ine, muiJk 
virtue againil the plague, »t»alt-p&T, or tnr/eiU I " 

1 wan Etaailiu)^ biiXoiv this ju<;kauii[)cs, whco I baud 
% jtir in th« crowd behind ni«, and another CKtUog', 
"frio'iliuy? tVio'inu}/?" 

Taming, I eaw a young man, very gaily drest, 
moviEg quickly about at the far end of the Kg Market, 
and behind him an old lackey, bent double with the 
weight of two great baskets that he carried. The 
baskets were piled with books, clothes, and gewgaws of 
all kinds ; and 'twos tbe young gentleman that bawbed 
his wares himself. "W&at d'ye lack?" he kept 
shouting, and would Btop to unfold his morohandiee, 
holding up now a book, and now a eilk doublet, and 
running over their merits like any huckster — but with 
the merriest conceit in the world. 

And yet 'twaa uot this tbat sent my heart flying into 
my mouth at the sight of bim. For by his curls and 
womanish iace, no leas than the amber cloak with the 
black bars, I knew him at once for the same I had aeen 
yesterday among the dtoers. 

As I stood there, drawn this way and that by many 
reflections, he worked hie way through the press, selling 
here and there a trifle from bis baskets, and at leitgtli 
came to a halt in front of oie. 
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I niao lUM n m cuujc 09 AMsn urn. t& 
Hk I** be ariad, pcUia^ off hi* ptnraol hNC. ia4 

Hen k£ tlw ' IIi»tiiry af Saint Geon^' ** aad 
be fackBi out K ttuQ Uuwn <]isuU uk) beli it up; 
"vtittu iw^ libshir Fet^r Uojrlin ; • npg Uv>V Um^ ttU 
BW ^tb(K^, to be tan. I iwver rend befioxl t^ tttli^, 
and the pnce a poiu two thilling*." 

Nov, all this while I irae cot»idoni^ wliAt to do. 
So, as 1 pat my hand to mjr |mckvt, and inw nat the 
■hillings, I Biiti verr sl.iwlr, liwSdtig him in the ejm 
(bat iofdr, to that the Uekej mt^ht not hear) — 

" So thas yon feed your expenses at the dioe : and 
waj dulling, no doobt, is for Lake Suttle, as well as the 



For the nunoeDt, under mr look, he went n'hit« to 
e Bp* ; tbm elApped his hand to hi* sword, withdraw 
^ and answered roe, red as a tnrkey-eftclc — 
"Shalt be a parson, yet, Mast«r Scholar: bat art in 
■ damn'd hurry, it ^eems." 

tNow, I bad ever a quick temper, and as he turned 
bis heel, was like to have replied and raisod a hrawt. 
y own meddling ton^e had brought tbo r«huS upon 
me : but yet my heart was hot as be walked away. 

I vna etao'Ung Uier« and looking after him, btroing 
a my hand tha " Life oi Saint George," when my 
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THE SPtUfOID OTPfc. 

becKtuAt those in tbo luom ivonid hou 

ifiolu), and bo for ft while the two men studied one 

aiher Id silcnoo, as if considering^ tlicir ntrxt mnvai, 

AOsr a bit, however, th« bully liftud a hand, and 
'tnnmig back into the lighted room, walks up to one of 

players, Bpeaks a word or two and diaappears, 

I sat np on the wiudow-seat, where till now I had 
been crouching for fear the shaft of light should betray 
me, and presently (as I was expecting') heard the latch 
of the back-porch gently lifted, and spied tie heavy 
ttam of the bully coming softly over the grass. 

Now, I would not have my readers prejudiced, and 
■0 may tell them this was the firet time in my life I had 
played the eaves -dropper. That I did so now I can 
never be glad enough, but 'tis true, nevertheless, my 
OKLScience pricked me ; and I was even making a motion 
to withdraw when that occurred which would have fixed 
my man's attcntiou, whether he wiah'd it or no. 

The bully must have closed the door behind him 
tut carelessly, for hardly could he take a dozen steps 
when it opened again with a scuffle, and the large house- 
dog belonging to the " Crown " flew at his heels with a 
Ticioue snarl and snap of the teeth. 

Twae enaugh to scare the coolest. But the fellow 
tom'd as if shot, and before he oould soap again, had 
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rmt Bowuso-jiitXEat or to* "enows. T 

pipp&d him Iflirlf by Uu tlunoi. The stm^le Ifask 
feilow'd I ouiJd buiJir ec«, bat 1 bmnl th« bomUs 
•uoada of it' — the hanl, abort breatfain^ of the aum, th* 
bowse nf^ working in tb« dog^* throftt — wi^ it tumed 
me aivk. Tb« dog — a mastaff — ma figbtaog uiir bi poll 
lonee, ud th« i«ir Bwayod tfai* way aod Hat in Um 
dusk, pwititig and mtiitli!n>af> 

I was abnost ihontag aload — feelii^ « thongb 
'tweni my own throat thus ^pp'd — when the end carat. 
The man had his lege planted well apart. I saw bis 
Bhuoldera heave up and bend as he tightened the pre*- 
sure of bis fingers ; then came a moment's dead adenoe, 
then a hideous ^rgle, and tite mastifi dropped back, bii 
hind lege trailing limp. 

The bully held him bo for a full minute, peeling 
close to make euro he was dt-ad, and then without looaea* 
ing bis bold, dragged him across the grass under my 
window. By the sycamore he halted, but only to shift 
bis Iiands a little ; and so, swaying on his hips, sent Um 
carcase with a heave over the walL I beard it drop witb 
a tbud on the far side. 

During this fierce wrestle — which must have lasted 
about two minut«a — the clatter and shouting of tht 
oompany above bad gone on without a break; and all 
tbit while the man with the white hair had rested quietly 
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If one sido, watching. But now be stops op to wti«» 
e bully stood mopping bis iaoa (for alt iite coolness of 
Oim anniag), nnd, vrith n iln^r betwuen tbe l«are«^fa 
his book, bow9 very politelj. ^H 

" You haii<ll(»l that dog, bit, choicely well," says h^l 
in a thin voice that seemed to have a chuckle hidden in 
it some where. 

The other ceased mopping to get a good look ai 



Kanr, 



" Bat sure," he went on, "'twas hard on the poor 

that had never heard of Captain Lacius Higga " 

I thought the buUy would have had him by the 
windpipe and pitched him after the mastiff, ho fiercely 
he tum'd at the sound of this name. But the old gen- 
tleman skipped back quite nimbly and held up a finger. 

"I'm a man o£ peace. If another title suits yo^lB 

better " ^ 

^L " Where the devil got you that name ? " growled the 
^Kbnllyi And had half a mind to come on again, bat the 
^^rtiier put in briskly — 

^B " I'm on a plain errand of business. No need, as 
^f yon hint, to mention names ; and therefore let me pie- 
Bent myself as Mr. Z. The residue of the alphabet iajj 
jour service to pick and choose from. 

ame is Luke Settle," said the big : 
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tlf (bat wlwUier tius mi lut iwtnnl rnioe oc t»'. 
not tell). 
"UttMsr'Mr. X.' IpnfwiL" 

n>e old gQstkman, at ba mi thja, popped liu beai 
^D ccw nit, Uiil the fordiQger rtf ht> right hmai naom 
tine book, and feem'd to be ajtuoderia^. 

" "Wli; did ;«! tbrotUe that do^ s mtmite ago 1 " 
b« a«ked dbuplj. 

"Why, to »Te my skin," mB^^eis the fnHow, & bit 
puzzled. 

" Would yon baro done it tar fifty poonds ? " 

« Aye, or half that." 

" And how if it had been ^pujipy, Mr. X f " 

Kow all thifl from my hiding I had heard very 
dearly, for they stood right under me in th« dnsk. But 
M the old geDtleman paused to let bis que^tiou sink in, 
and the bully to catch the drift of it before answering, 
floe of the dioers above struck up to sing- a catcb— 

' Witli » her. tnUy-loU}- ! a kg to the Devil, 
And knswee kia eiril, and off witli jonr cap : 
8iDg— Hcf , troOf .lollj ! Qood-morrav, 6tr Evil, 

We're Saiflied the tap. 
And, UTmij rdti vorsMp. «b cu« act a t^ 1 " 

.While this din continued, the stranger held up one 
inger ugain, as if beseocfaing silence, the other re- 
(till between the pagee of hia juok. 
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IHB SPLBVDID SPCE. 

"Frnt^ bnjal" h« eaul, u the noise died &i^>i*^ 
"pretty boys I Tia easily Been tbej have a Vsnl to 
I pttutk." 

" He's none of my placking.** 

"And i£ he were, why not? Sore you've picked 
■ feather or two before now in the Low Countries — 
hey?" 

" I'll tell you what," interrupts the big man, " next 
time yon crack one of your death's-head jokes, over the 
wall you go after the dog. What's to prevent it ? " 

"Why, this," answers the old fellow, cheerfully. 
"There's money to be made by doing no such thing. 
And I don't carry it all about with me. So, as 'tis late, 
we'd best talk business at once," 

They moved away towards the seat under the sycs- 
more, and now their words reached me no longer — only 
flie low murmur of their voices or (to be oorreet) 
of the elder man's ; for the other only epoke now and 
then, to put a question, as it seemed. Presently I beard 
an oath rapped ont, and saw the bully start up. "Hush, 

man ! " cried the other, and " hark-ye now " ; so 

be sat down again. Their very forms were lost within 
the shadow. I, myself, was cold enough by this time 
and bad a cramp in one leg — but lay still, neveiy 
thelesB. And after awhile they stood up together, and 
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c pam^ acimsc U>^ bowliDi^-grrMn, <tii« bjr ado, tbft 
a twiHtitf his font juioFully to b«ep step. Y'ta 
f be Hre 1 stnin'd my esirg. 

" ■ bcnJ<« Ute jny" the «ttaI^^ mte ea^Hiif*, 
I all yaa can win ot this voaoff fml, Astboa^, 

i all Tini Bail un titv |<air, «l>iiJi I'll wngrr " 

Tbey i«ue>x1 ont ol' buonng', btit tunod soon, and 
> bock flgn'n. The big mttn wtu speokiiiK' tJita 



" I'll be shot if 1 know what game fon'rt plapng is 
thia." 

The elder ohockled softly. " IT! be shot it I mean 

you to," said he. 

■ And this wae the last I heaxd. For now there cnm« 

Ki dattering at the door behind me, and Mr. Robert 

Drury reeled in, hiccuping a. maudlin ballad about "2't4 

and yonng Colin, one fine day, ieneath ths Aay-eoet 

^hade-a," &e., fee, and cursing to find his fire gone out, 

kknd all in darkness. Liquor was ever bis master, and 

Pto-day the King's healtii had been a fair excuse. He 

did not spy me, but the roar of his ballad had startled 

ihe two men outside, and so, while he was stumbling 

OTcr chairSt and groping for » tinder-box, I elipt out 

in the d&rkueaB, and down>staini into the street 



I Tomni yxN m thb clou or aubsb satdi. 

GtTESS, any of yon, if thp«s events disturbfi my rest 
that night. Twaa four o'clock before I dropp'd asleep 
ID my bed in Trinity, and my last thoughts were still bu^ 
with the words I had heard. Nor, on the morrow, did 
it fare any better with me : bo that, at rhetoric lecture, 
our president — Dr. Ralph Kettle — took me by the ears 
before the whole class. He was the fiercer upon me aa 
being older than the gross of my fellow-echolara, and 
(aa he thought] the more restless under discipline. "A 
tntor'd adolescence," he would eay, " is a fair graoo 
before meat," and had his hour-glass enlarged to point 
the moral for us. But even a rhetoric lecture must have 
an end, and so, tossing my gown to the porter, I set off 
it Liflt for Magdalen Bridge, where the new barricado 
was building, along the Physic Gulden, in front of East 
Gate. 

The day was dull and low'ring, though my wite 
were too busy to heed the sky; but scarcely was I 
poet the small gat« in the city wall when a brisk showet 
«£ hail and sleet drove me to shelter in the Fig Market 
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PnueitK/ivm) before tbs DiTtnttjr School. Tu an 
pple vsullHi lunu^, as I dareaay toq koi'W ; and 
! I foonil B f^rtftt dRDpiioy of peop]« alraotl; dnrcn 
by tho same caase. 

Tn liocribe tliGto Fully 'twoaltl be ii«co»ar)' to |iamt 
tliu wbt>lt> state of ouroity in thoev distnctetl timue, whiiih 
I hAVti neither wit nor time for. Bnt bne, to^y, along 
with Buuiy Jootore and scholars, VfCK walking eonrtien, 
troopers, rocmnt^banks, cut-pursea, afitrolo^rs, ro^es 
mad gamesters j together with many of the first ladies 
and gentlemen of England, as the Prince Maurice, the 
lords Andover, TUghy and Colepepper, my lady Thynne, 
^^UistresB Faushawe, Mr. Secretary Nicholas, tite famous 
^H}t. Harvey, arm-in-arm with my lord Falkland (whoso 
^^lioots were eplash'd with mud, he having ridden over 
from his house at Great Tew), and many such, all mist 
. is tbis incredible tag-rag. Mistress Fanshawe, as I re- 
member, was playing on a lute, which she carried 
always shing about her shoulderB : and close beside her, 
a fellow impudently puffing hia specific agaln§t the 
moriui campettrin, which already had begun to invade 



"B''io'll hu^f" be was bawling. "'Tit from lit 

vipt 0/ a famout Italian, and never yei faiUii hmn, 

r child, unleu the heart were etean dnmn'd im 




I 






TBI spi.BNi>iT) ervt. 

to« ; tie but part of il jworf miiteadin€, i 
•tue againtt ike plague, tmall'pox, eir tur/eid I " 

I was ntaridici;; bcfoN tliu Jackaonpos, vrhea I h 
% etir in the crowd behind me, and another < 
"Wio'll buy ? Who'll hu^ f " 

Turning, I saw a young man, very gaily drest, 
moving quickly about at the far end of the Pig Market, 
and behind him an old lackoy, bent double with the 
weight o£ two great baskets that he carried. The 
baekete were piled with books, clothes, and gewgawa o£ 
all kinds ; and 'twos the youug gentleman that hawked 
his wares himself. " IfiaC d'ye lack?" he kept 
shouting, and would stop to unfold his merchandise, 
holding up now a book, and now a silk doublet, and 



running over their merit* like any huckster — but wij^^ 

^k fibe merriest conceit in the world. ^^H 

^P And yet 'tw&A not this that sent laj heart flying i*f^^| 

my mouth at the sight of him. For by bia curls and 

womanish face, no lees than the amber cloak with the 

» black bars, I knew him at onoe for the same I had sw^^ 
j«Bteiday among the dicers. ^^| 

Ab I stood there, drawn this way and that by msj^H 



reflections, be worked bia way through the press, selling 
here and there a trifle from his hasketfi, and at lengtli 
a to a halt in front of a 



Bhil 
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"fikl" Im end, puiUngr off his [tlotued tut, and 

imo^ imr, " » ■ehulu', I pereoivii. Let tap scrrv yint, 

U*fe U tin- 'Hisiuiy of Siint George,*" &i)d 

ikvd out n tbiu i>mwti quarto am) ticlJ it up; 

tlBD b/ MsatiT Teba Ucylio j a ripe bimk tber tiiU 

(thougbj to he aim, I Qcrvr rMd bejruad iha title), 

tho priw ft poor two shilling^." 

Haw, all this while I wu considcnn^ what tii do. 

Soi HB I put tay hand in my poi^tcet, an<i ilrew imt th« 

Bbillings, I eaid very slowly, lookitig liim in tho cyt» 

it softly, so that the lackey might not hoar) — 

So thus you feed your expeoBes at the dioe : and 
■Dj ehilUng, no doubt, is for Luke Settle, as well as the 
wet." 

For the moment, under my look, he went nliit« to 
the lipe ; then clapped Iiis hand to his sword, withdrew 
it, and answered me, red as a tnrkey.cock — 
L "Shalt he a parson, yet. Master Scholar ; but art in 
lldamn'd hurry, it eeeme." 

' Now, I had ever a quick temper, and as he turned 

as bis h^I, was like to have replied and ruisuil x. briiw], 

Jily own meddling tongue bad brought the rckull upoo 

: but yet my beait was hot as he walked away. 

I wu elanding ther« and looking aftiT him, turning 

my hand th« " Life of Saiot George," when my 



TOR SPLENDID BPVa. 

en nwuM at n slip oE paper IketWMn i 
Falling it otit, I mvt 'tvma scriliblnl over wiUi writing 
tad fi^rts, » followe ; — 

" Ms. AsTHOiiT KiLLiQitEW, hiH mctf (or Oct. £8*^* 
ItSOXLi!- — /pr herrings, Sd. ; /iw c(>^, W. ; for 
tcouiri*$ mif coat, t)d. ; at bowU, 6s. lOd. ; /or bleadi^g 
me, la. Od. i for y' King's speteh, yd. ; for »pi<^d wins 
f^itk MaTJorij), 28. 4d. ; ybr teeing y' Rhiaocerog, 4il. ; 
aty Ranter 'go-Tound, Cjd.j /or ajsntV of silver iutiont, 
2b. 6d.; /or applna, SJd.; /or o^e, 6d.j ai f dice, 
£17 5a. ; for tpic'd mne {again), 4b. 6d." 

And BO on. 

Aa I glanced mj eye down this paper, mj anger 
oozed away, and a great feeling of pity came orer me, 
not only at the name of Anthony — the name I had 
iLeard spoken in the bowling-green last nigbt — bnt also 
to Eoe that moriBtroaB item of £17 odd spent on tfa* 
dice, Twas such a boy, too, after all, that I waa angry 
with, that had spent fourpence to see the rhinoceroe at 
k fair, and rode on the ranter-go-round (with ' Marjory/ 
Ho donbt, as 'twas for her, no doubt, the silver buttons 
were bought). So that, with quick forgireness, I hnrried 
after him, and laid a hand on his shoulder. 

He stood by the entrance, counting up his moiwy, 
and drew himself np very atifE. 
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*Ik Saan a^^kiag, limiri, ffl> «Hl«d to 

A gnM dwl, anjli** if jvmt ame be AaUwB^." 

VaBM AMtana; Ea!%ivw « ay aasMi, sIt ; now 
awia LetdBcntsrd Stetmtia Hi* MajMtf^ 

Asd iDh>« s Jm^ Mirrd." mid L 
Of tilt Vorkiliire Marvels ? " 
" Whf, y«t i Oncngii bnt a aboM oE that good stod:, 
>)imted to ComberUod, and tbere sadly irithered." 
" ly BO nutter, sir," nid he politely ; " I shall be 
ineod fat crass swords vntli ywa." 

" Why, bloa yoar Iwart I " I cried ont, full df 
Img^ter at tliis fjiildinb punctilio ; " d'y« tbiaL- 1 came 
to figbt joa ? 

"If not, nt" — and he prew colJer than ever— 
**70ii an gnittfT a cursed roundabout iray to avoid it." 

Upon this, Gndinir no otbcr way out of it, I b«gaa 
my tale at oact : but banlly bad oome to Uie m<«ting itf 
ths two num on the bowUag-gnj«D, when ho tntcrru[>t« 
politely — 
I think, blaster Marvel, aa youn is like to b« a 
ol nittai uiuiui-ui, ! wilt send this fellow book to 






thsti 



y locl^^. He's » loDg-esr'i] dofg th» I 

\e gvillw*rs fur no long »* tay i-DHBaMiM »IIi'(v« trb. 
!ho abowcr is dono, 1 eee : eo if yoa know of a cetir'd 
lot, we will talk ihara mnrei^our 1«Uur«." 

He (limiiiaK'il liis locki'f , trnil EtrcU'tl uS witli Eni- to 
the Trinity GrovCj where, walking up aud down, 1 loid 
him all I had beard and soen the night before. 

" And now," said I, " can you tell me if you have 
any Bueh enemy as this white-hair'd man, with the 
limping gait ? " 

He had come to a halt, Backing in hie lipa and 
seeming to reflect — 

" I know one man," be began : " but no — 'tis im- 
possible." 

Aa I Btood, waiting to bear more, be clapt hie hand 
in mine, very quick and fi-iendly : " Jack," be cried ; 
— " I'll call thee Jack— 'twas an honest good turn thou 
hadst in thy lieart to do me, and I a surly rogiiu to 
think oE fighting — I that could make minoe-meat of 
thee." 

" 1 can fence a bit," answer'd I. 

" Now, say no more, Jack : I love thee." 

He look'd in my face, still holding my 
fmiling. Indeed, there was something of the forei^er 
in his brisk graceful wars — yet not uupleasing. 1 waa 
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D Mf I ^ad oerer ■eea the lib — mk, m« I that 
.T« sem «ad kiKw Uu twla ima^ ao weQ. 
"I thiak," mbI I, "jim had U-tbtrW onnndcriiig 

Ha lau^'d cmtright Uuf tinu! ; utd rstiu^ mtb hii 

« aoee'i, tt^anst tlit> tmnk of vi rlto, twirtM an eod 

s long lovtlocks, aitd looked at mc wmicBlly. Said 

: "Tflll me. Jack, is then auglit in me that t^endi 



" WIt, np," I answered. " I think you're a vtrj 
proper young man — each ae I should loathe to see 
qwil'd by Mast«r Settle's knife," 

"Art not qniok at friendsliip, Jack, but hotter at 
adrbing ; only in this case fortune has prevented thy 
good offioee. Hark ye," he leau'd forward and glunc'd 
to right and leftj "if these twain intend my hiirt-^ 
fts indeed 'ttvoold eeem — they lose their labour : for thia 
Tery night I ride from Oxford." 

"And why is that? " 

" I'll tell thee, Jack, tho' I deseire to he shot. I 
k honnd with a letter from His M&jeBt/ to Uie Army 
' thi! West, where I have friends, for my fatlier's sate 

ir Deakin Kilhgrew of Glcys, in Cornw-all. I'in « 

It coantry, tboy say, tho' I have never seen it." 

"Not BBen thy father's country?" 
OS 



■0 THB dFLSNDID Wm. ^H 

H "Why no — tut be married a Frencbwauui, 'wtlc. 
BDoct rest lur <If^;ir suul 1 " — tio lificil Kis hat — " And 
miHIdiI in thnt omintry, near MorlEiix, in Brittany, aautng 

rmy motlier's kin j my grandfiither refusing to see m 
I tpi>a.k with him, fur wedding a poor womaii without bis 
f oonaent. And io Prance was I born and bred, and 
eame to England two years agone ; and this last July 
the old cnrmudgeon died. So that my father, who was 
on only son, is even now in England returning to his 
estetea : and with him my only sister Delia. I shall 
meet them on the way. To think of it I" {and I 
declare the tears sprang to his eyes) ; " Delia will lie a 
Toman grown, and ah ! to see dear Cornwall together ! " 
Now I myselE was an only child, and had been made 
on orphan when but nine yeare old, by the small-pox 
that visited oar home in "Wastilale Village, and carried 
off my father, the Vicar, and my dear mother. Yet hiB 
simple -words epoke to my heart and woke so tender & 
yearning for the small atone cottage, and the bridge, 
snd the grey fells of Yewbarrow above it, that & mist 
rose in my eyes too, and I tum'd away to bide it, 

'"Tis a ticklish business," said I after a minute, 
"to oarry the King's letter. Not one in four of hti 
meescngere comes through, tbey say. But since it keeiw 
you from tbe dic e - " 



nai totms lUH nt thv cloak or iJigtn »riH. si 

"Thnt'i tniL IWnight I mnku ua udiI." 
"It-night I " 

"Wliy, yes. IWoijfbt I ^n for my rovcvigc, and 
■ stiBigbt fnim iJie ina-door." 
" Hun I fp) with foa to tb« ' Cnrarn/ X ariei, rwf 

I ilropji'd pl'jing witli hw curl. End look'd to* 
Bihe boe, bis month twitching with a queer smile. 
"And so then stalt Jack. : but why ?" 
''I'll give no reason," said I, and knew I wai 
blushing. 

" Then be at ^e oorner oE All Hallows' Chiiroh in 

^irl Street at seven to-night. I lodge over Master 

Simoa's, the glover, and muBt be about my affairs. 

^Jaek," — he came near and took my hand — "am sure 

Clfaou lovest me." 

He nodded, with another cordial emile, and went his 
way up the grove, his amber cloak flaunting like a 
bebted butterfly under the leafless trees : and so pass'd 
t of my sight. 



CHAPTER in. 

I fDfD MT5BU m A TAVEttW BRAWL: A»D BAMtT 



It wanted, maybe, a quarter to seven, tliat evening 
wben, passing out at the College Gate on my way to AH 
Hallows' Chiireii, I saw under the lantern there a man 
loitering and talking with the porter. 'Twas Master 
Anthony's lackey; and as I eame up, he heid out a note 
lor me. 

Deare Jock 

Wee goe to the " Crowns " itt TL o'clock, I harlog mett 
witb Captain Settle, who ia on dewty with tbe horse to-uit«, and 
mnat to Abeudoim by IX. I looko for yon — 

Tonr nnfajued loTJUff 

A. K. 
The bearer haa left my aerviae, and liis hoUh conBemm mo 
nott. Soe kik him if he torrie. 

This last advice I had no time to cany out with any 
thoroughness : but being put in a great dread by this 
change of hour, pelt«d oS towards the Corn Market b8 
fast as legs could take me, which was the andoing d 
* little round citizen into whom I ran fall-tilt at tha 




tooopers 

entrauf^ej and uuuiile in the street was a wrv&ut Injuliii^ 
p and dinm & beautiful sonvt mare, nmljr aJd't^t, LWt 
I mark'd on the sear hind leg' with a high whit* 
stockiBg. In the [asagie, 1 met tbo hoat of tin 
" Crown," Maslcr John D&renant, and sate (I thought) 
in what oJd iX'mers will the Muse {Kok up hor 
fiiTouritesI For this slow, loosc-chcok'd %'iutacr was 
DO leBB than father to Will Davutuuit, our Lnnroat«t 
aod had hdike read ni> oltiur vcrsu in hi* lOa but thoM 
kt the bottoGQ of his own pint-pots. 

"Top of the stairs," says he, indicating my way, 
*'and open the door ahead oE you, if y'ara thu young 
eentlemaQ &Iast«r Killigrew spoke of." 

I had my foot on the bottom Bt#p, when From Um 
M(D shore comes the crash of a tabic upsetting, with a 
ibiM of broken glaM, ohairs thrust back, and » mkot ol 
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»H» fiPLEJimu warn. 

•atcricA. Next momenf-, thudiior w&a borst Dpc&, lefcfi 
«nt a DixkI of Hglit and curses j mid down Him a drawer, 
iron etepB at a Uin«, witU s rod Btain of wuic liJckUng 
hia white Cnoe. 

" Murder I " he gapped oat ; and sifting down on ft 
ttair, fell to mopping Ms face, all sick auil trembling. 

I was dialling past him, with the landlord at my 
heels, when three men came tumbling out at the door. 
Mid down-stairs. I sqneez'd myself against the wall to 
let them pass : but Master Davenant was pitcVd to the 
very foot of the etairs. And then he picked himself np 
and ran out into the Com Market, the drawer after him, 
and both ehouting " Watch I Watch I " at the top o£ 
their lungs ; and so left the three fellows to push by the 
women already gather'd in the passage, and gain the 
street at their ease. All this happen'd while a man 
floold count twenty; and in half a minute I heard the 
ring of steel and was standing in the doorway. 

There was now no light within bat what was shed 
by the fire and two tallow candles that gutter'd on the 
mantel-shelf. The remaining candlesticks lay in a pool 
of wine on the floor, amid broken glasses, bottles, 
scattered coins, dioe-bosea and pewter pots. In the 
corner to my right cower'd a pot-boy, with tankard 
dimgling in his hand, and the conteutB spilhng into 1| 
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aoa^ ncMMiM for s hi"*: wUA oigfct h»r» bwa 

ba aangh tot fa* • dif^&e'd biMps ia & howsf 
Um^ p«nng> w^ M I cBwrd, was f;ktb«nRg ■ hrnnA- 
fid <£ «atiB &vn mda' the faSiea taUt, *nd aovna 

aerosB, wBjd in hx&d, to tlie C«pLAla'« aid. 

Tms Antboaj th&t fac'd me, witli faU betl a^Mt 
flw waiafoting, and, criehing my cry of alarm, heoftU*d 
flat elieeifull}- o«t tlie Captain's Bbaii]d«r, but with^>ut 



"Josi in time. Jack I Take off Ut« Moond enr, 
a*f * « sweet bo jT I " 

Vow I Gained no smnd; birt ■nung tb« tmkatd 
£(om the pat-boj*B haad, I hnrl'd H at the dos^^'d 
tiooper. It atnu^ Mm iaxr betwoeo the sbouldw^ 
Uadn t and with a yell of pain he vpuo ruuiMl and 
eamo towards me, hi^ point glittering in a war that 
tam'd me <K>ld. I gare bock a pace, enatch'd ap a 
ohur (that luckily hail a wooden seat) and with my 
hock itj^aiitfit the door, waited h!a duuffo. 

Twas in this posture that, flinf^tijCf » glance acroa 
! room, I naw th* Captatn'a swonl dicscriba a small 



TUii Hi'Lr^iiib HruK. 



cjnle of light, uii] not moiiMMit, with % dtan> Of, , 
Anthony caught mi thi^ Undo, uod etn^'ftir'd o|^aJn«t the J 
mil, pinii'd throogh the itht-Et to the waioaaotia^. 

" Out with the lights, Dick ! " hawl'd SftttU^ ' 
tagging out his point. " duiek, fool — the window I " 



Dick, with a back 



Bweep 



of his hand] sent the 



oandles Sying o£E the shelf ; and, save for the flicker of 
the hearth, we were in darknesa, I felt, rather than saw, 
his rueh towarde me; leapt aside; and brought down 
my chair with a crtisb on hia skull. He went down like 
a nine-pin, but scrambled up in a trice, and was running 
for the window. There was a shout below as tbA 
Captain thrust the lattice open : another, and the U*' 
dark forms had clambered through the purple square of 
the casement, and dropp'd into the bowling-grem 
below. 

By this, I had made my way across the room, and 
found Anthony annk against the wall, with his feet 
ontatretched. There was something he beli out towanli 
me, groping for my hand and at the same time wblepo^ 
ing in a thick, choking voice — 

" Here, Jack, here : pocket it quick I " 
'Twas a letter, and as my fingeis closed on it they 
mot a damp smear, the meaning of which waa bat boo 





Ifat be ■■ ^ Of h^ 4w ba.* 

mm mr '^v U.- A dwt to «c Oi lUi 
tew b^Vd te 7H» yet. ne 4m «M 



— Nif t^se. Sack : ant! my si»7e, MfvUv, and tlw 
Irtotst^ S«r to Deib— ^x^l tber m« oa tla 

Willi a sbMit tW 4aor vis flai^ wide, uid on ik« 
llmriicjd stood the Watch, ttmr Iwteiu bdd U^h and 
■Inine m Aathooj'k white boe, and od tfa« Uack stain 
wboe liis doublet -warn thiovm opvD. 

b aimlcn they we sax or ci^t, l«d br a snutll, 
Wi7-4teeked maa that hdd a ]oQg staff, ami wure a fpH 
dain «TV luf ftin^d ooQar. Behind, in the diiorway, 
wan boddkd half a dozen women, peeria|if ; and MavtM 
XbfOMnt at the baek of all, his groat bur Inoinui^ 
nver drair ihotiU^n like a moco. 

" Xow, e{»ab up, Mftitiv Sbcot ! " 

"Aym tbaL ] will — that I will: \mi my head m 
wnaderipff cf aftaire," anHwer'd llast'^r Short^he at 
the wiy nwik. *" One, two, thre e -" He hwk'd round 




e room, and Rndinf* but one oapoUa oE resutin^ (for 
e pot-boy was Iiy tkia time in » fit), clear'il his tbmut, 
1 Kpoke xip-^- 
'■' In the klng''8 some, I arrest yoa all — m help rae 

[1 ! Now what's the matter?" 

"Murder," said I, looking up from my work of 
tauncting Anthony's woimd. 

" Then forbeaTj and don't do it." 
""Why, Master Short, they've been forbearin' these 
1 minutes," a woman's voice put in. 
" Hush, and hear Master Short : he knows the law, 
an' all the dubious maxims of the same." 

" Aye, aye ; he says forbear i' the king's name, 
which is to say, that other forbearing is neither law nor 
I grace. Now then. Master Short !" 
■ Thus exhorted, the man of law eontinued— 
P "I chaise ye as honest men to disperse I " 

"Odds truth. Master Short, why you've just laid 
*em under arrest 1 " 

" H'm, true : then let 'em stay so — in the kiog^t 
name — and have done with it." 

Master Short, in fact, was growing testy : bat 

now the women puah'd by him, and, by screaming 

at the sight of blood, put him o:it of all patience. 

I Dl^lging them back by the skirts, he told me bft 





I lixifi Katti. Tbe pi.«t-K>f wu 

pdund, one lime, br » bwsoiL." 

" IVk of foc^ I " I erifd, driiwt bftyotM) fndarMHai. 
* The guilty ooa hftvc csc^'d these leu mloutot. Kow 
■topnrnvbo dsnsl" 

And dashing my left fist on tbe aoM of m wutvhnuut 
wbo wnold have eeiEeU ine, I dau'd a spcoo xvitK 
Antliooy's swoid, made « run far tbu cawniitn;, and 
itoyp'd oat npon the bowlin^-grtrcn. 

A prattj flhoat went up n< I pick'd mjrM-K off lb* 
torf &ad fosh'd for the bai^k door. Tnua uiiliurr'd. and 
JD A nioiDent I foand myxclf tearinff down tin; punwiK* 
. Market, with « lourc ur m 
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nmbUn^ dowa-€tai» at mj liaela, and ^-oiling to n^l 
be. Turniiiy nlmrp to my right, I fli-w rip Ship Strcel, 
Uod throngh ttio Ttirl, and doubled back up tKs High 
fetree't, swoni in faiuul. The people I pasx'd w«rn too 
Sat taken uback, as I snppose, to interfore. But a mxay 
must have join'd in the chase : for presently the street 
behind me was thick with the clatter of footsteps snd 
criea of " A thief — a thief I Stop him I " 

At Quater Yoies I tum'd again, and aped down 

towards St, Aldats's, thence to the left by Wild Boar 

Street, and into St. Mary's Lane. By this, the ghouts 

bad grown fainter, but were still following. Now I 

knew there was no possibility to get past the city gates, 

which were well guarded at night. My hope reach'd 

Oo further than the chance of outwitting the pursuit for 

k while longer. In the end I was sure the pot-boy's 

widence would clear me, and therefore began to enjoy 

the fun. Even my certain expulsion from College OQ 

the morrow aeem'd of a piece with the rest of events 

and (prospectively) a matter for laughter. For the 

le at the " Crown " had unhinged my wits, as I 

inst suppose and you must believe, if you would imder- 

id my behaviour in the next half-hour, 

A bright thought bad struck me : and taking a frcsb 

Uid, I set o£E again round the corner of Oriel Collet 




t T&«S» l&l«X. 



a nfTT ^Buii, piKM IkWTCT, itUm KBt7 jnn iM, 

ai*»i>ef tkfcl r*nif '.f itf^^viuiift;; «-iiii gT«»t n>^a ; ain) 
■U tiae knbwLadge I Lm of iitn tis« {hi-X'i1 b{i on |J>» 
nw ormrinai (kboat tino» > Toor) ttuU I din'it *t kn 
taU& He Ittd «rif muned mxtA lost ui agi^d sKiv«r> 
wliose nKoxy luj bcvn tlio nwkin;* of kim ; ftad had 
iBflce Rspect for I»w and Mithont; Utan any thrM mm 
in Oxford. So tiaU I kpHaUmI, tnth • kiiHl of <l«epi>nto 
luI>ritTf oa tiie greeting he m» tik« bt ^vt- mt^ 

This thpgmm of mine bad a fine bouM at the bhI 
end oF Mertoa Street M }'Oii tani into Logio Ltne : fend 
I was ten fonls from the fnint dmr, and runuinif mjr 
foatest, when saddenljr I trij>i>'(I and fi'll lintilloni;. 

Befora I conld ri«e, a Hand ww on oiy tlKtuldor, tttid 
a Tfiioe Bpeakiag in my eitf— 

" ^rdctn, oomnule. Wfl arc twu of ■ trade, I tm,^ 

Trnu K fe1Io<r ihat had hecn lurkini^ nt the (rninMr 
of the laue, uvd bad thrust uat a li^g iw I )>aM'd. Ui 



wu priokittg^ up Vu eara notr to tltc crie* of "'nilef— t 
tliief I " that hail alreudy reacli'tl Uie hew! of tbe strMt, 
^^Ud wen; (Inning noAr. 
^^V ** I am no tliief," said L 

^^p " Quick I " lie dragged mo into (he efaadow of 
lane. " Hast a crown in tby pocket ? " 
"Why?" 

" Wliy, for & good tnrn. I'll fog these gentry for 
thee. Many thantB, comrade," aa I puU'd out the last 
few B hillin gs of my pocket-money. "Now pitch thy 
(word over the wall here, and set thy foot on my 
Tia a rich man's garden, t'other side, that I waa mi 
ing to explore myeelf ; but another night will serve. 
"Tia Master Carter's," said I; "and he's my 



le last 

h thy^[ 

hand^H 

kin»^H 



" The devil 1 — but never mind, np with thee 1 Now 
mark a pretty piece of play. 'Tis pity thou shouldst 
be across the wall and unable to see." 

He gave a great hoiat : catehiug at the coping o( 

ttiie wall, 1 pull'd myself up and sat astride of it. 
I " Oood turf below — ta-ta, comrade I " 
By now, the crowd was almost at the comM 
Dropping about eight feet on to good turf, as th^ 
fellow had Bttid, I pick'd myself up mid listoii'd. 

** Which way went he? " call'd one, aa they came n 
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baA At Wbtn i " te. ke. 

frUh On deleted, Bf 6teaJ rtnd dnv m ^ 
otfas 9bie of t^ wall: tmt rmt I htvi I 

miiiaij aot, aad Jif Iha iute hr Ma htt. " 
gnee I ** " Sti^ Urn I ** the ctiee broka out 
"Stop bim, P tint king's nvnel" tin wbak padC 
went pelting by, ahijotin^. stumtlin^, •w«vrinff. 

^>r two minatCB or man the stngglen rantiaiHd to 
kttrtj put br ones and tww. As soon as Ihcir thoott 
died sway, I drew treer breath aod took'd around. 

I wu in a smaD, tnrfvd gtutlua, woll stock'd wHh 
erergreen ^mlie, at the back of a tall bouM Uutt X 
knew for Master Carter's. But wlut p'jczKI me vran a 
window in fbe first floor, very brightly lit> ami oortatn 
Boonda tsroiag therefrom tlut lutd no eomqxilKlBDOs 
with mj kinsman's reputation. 



" It wu a frog leapt luto a pool — 
Fot— tlo— ridilli», nunt »o(ue Id the mMU 1 
Saji he, Thia u bell«r tbaa mopbj; in Mhool, 
With a " 



■Tool Royal Higbm^SH, have sumo pity I 
Wly I Ob, dear, dear " 



TUB eruufDui srns. 

"Willi a (k— U-twMdl*— ^WMdlak 
Tiddifol-idtlifol— ido ! " 

" — Your Koya] Iligbneee, I cannot mag the d 
il stuff I Tkink oF my grey hairs t " 
" TqeIi ! Master Carter — nonsense ; 'tJa choice 
g. Come, brother, the chorus t " 



Aad the chorus was roar'd forth, with shouts of 
laughter and clinking of glasses. Then oame aa 
interval of mournful appeal^ and m; kicsmaQ'e 
was again lifted — 



I 



' Ha Bcatter'd tlie tadpolei, and set 'em ^gog, 
Hej ! nod— noddy —all head and no body I 
Ohi manuny I Oh, nunty 1 — — *" 



1 



■ — O, mercy, mercy I itmakes me sweat for shame," 
Now meantime I had been searching about the 
garden, and waa lucky enough to find a tool shed, and 
inside of this a ladder hanging, which now I carried 
across and planted beneath the window, I had a 
shrewd notion of what I should find at the top, remem- 
bering now to have heard that the Princes Kupert and 
Lurice were lodging with Master Carter ; bat the tnttb 
it all my fancies. 
For climbing softly up and looking in, I be! 
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r kinsman porcliM i>d Iii« cluiiT n-Uip af the Uibli!, 
e ini<l»4 of (;liis£«a, dKcantors, and desserts : his wiff 
pbew, ias iatm wbite, uve wticrs, betweeu th? eyi^f A 
ItRiullliu- bful litt and bnkati, mnd Iim ^lACDft ihifting 
Iwildly betiveea the two piiiwesj wbd in emy postunw, 
[liMMH oni! ti]«ir, loungnl on eiUicr Rtdc of him, and iie*i 
I wtlh Ihuir gIn$9VJi nn the b<>3H. 

"Bravissimo t More, Ma^tur Carter — more 1 " 
" O auuBny, O nonky, hpre's otmsUi Jn-k PVo^- 

With B fa-la " 

I lifted my knuckles and tapp'd on the pane} 
whereon Prince Maurice etarte up with an oath, and 
coming to the window, flings it open. 

■' Pardon, yonr Highness," said I, and pull'd myself 
past him into the room, as cool aa you please. 

Twas worth while to ee« their surprise. Prince 
[ Munrice ran back to the table for his sword ; his brother 
{being more thoroughly drunk) dropp'd a decanter on the 
floor, and lay back etaring in his chair. While as for 
my kinsman, he sat with mouth wide and eyes starting, 
I tho' I were a very ghost. In the which embaiw 
rassoaent I took occasion to eay, very politely — 
' Good evening, nunby I " 
" 'Who the devil is this ? " gasps Prince Rupert. 
" Why tho Ia«t is, your Highnesses," answered I^ 



so 



TBii api-WDn* sfnu 



m 



«te])pii)^ tip and Uyioj; m}' eword on the table, while 1 
[lour'd out a glass, " Hantcr "ninnttiy Onrtfir heri! u m^ 
guardian, and has the Email tum of £200 in his pos9i*«- 
aoB for mj ase, of which I happen to-night to etaud in 
immodtal« need. So yon ae o ■" I fintsh'd the 

fwateuce by tossing oS a g]ass- " Tbia ia rare stuff 
wd. 
" Blood and fury I " burst out Prince Rupert, 
bling for hia sword, and then gazing, drunk and helpli 

" Two hundred pound I Thou jackanapes— 
began Master Carter. 

" I'll let you off with fifty to-night," said I. 

" Ten thousand 1 " 

" No, fifty. Indeed, nunky," I went on, " 'tia 

p simple. I was at the ' Crown' tavern " 

"At a tavern I" 
" Aye, at a game of dice——" 
"Dice I" 

" Aye, and a young man was killed——" 
" Thou ahameleas puppy 1 A man murdcr'd I " 
"Aye, nunky; and the worst ia they aay 'tw( 
I lli&t kill'd him." 

"He's mad. The boy's stark raving madl 
m'd my kinsman. " To come here in this trim 1 
" Why^ truly, nunky, tbou art a strange one to 



, the 

pleas. I 




ae Ok, aoj^.Chtf Baikr am Hj ha i 
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'!» Utm^mS one, atopt* bndn 'ui Uie TVinei 
"Ajd I uaA, or onff <tra&k f RiqMft» it 
jvQ loT« laif, ^T I un DO wxme tlmi drank." 

** bvd ksotrs," utswtir'd his brotbcr. " I (or oat 
VIC aenr tlus vk^ before." 

" Indeed, jvar ^ighneaec (w only druitk." aid I, 
" sul able Mt th»t to ago tiis oidw Uwt I ihM tA y^n 

" An ord«r I " 

" T« pnse Uie city pdes to-ni^f 

" Ob, eU>p bim £Dinebody," grcwn'd Prinw Rtiptrtt 
"mj head ie whirling," 

"With yoHT leave," I exploin'd, pouring out uiclhiv 
glasefni : " 'tia Uio simjilost iunlt«r, Biid one thnt a 
dhild (Mold ondcTstaail. You see, tbts yoniifr man wu 
kill'd, luid they oliArg'il me with it ; no uwuy I run, und 
the Wat^-h aFter me ; and thrrt-roro I n'tuli to piui tlia 
eitjr gates. A&d oi I majr have far to tmrel, and gav* 



I 



Tus anxnw Dm. 

f Iiwl groMt to K tbiitt {or boEsUny me oref MofSe*! 

stm'e ipall -" 

ief — my wall I" repeated Muster Carter. 
"Oh well ig thy poor mother in her gr»ve I " 

" Wby, tliereEore I came for money," I wound 

up, sipping the wine, and nodding to all present. 

'Twas at this moment that, catching my eye, tha 
Prince Maurice slapp'd his leg, and leaning back, broke 
into peal aft«r peal of laughter. And in a moment his 
brother took the jest also; and there we three sat and 
■hook, and roar'd unquenchably roand Master Carter, 
who, staring blankly from one to another, sat gaping, 
though the last alarum were sounding in his ears. 

" Oh 1 oh ! oh I Hit me on the back, Maurice I " 

" Oh t oh t I cannot — 'tis killing me — Master Oa r* 
Jer, for pity's sake, look not eo ; but pay the lad ] 
money." 

*' Your Highness " 

" Fay it I Bay ; pay it : 'tis fairly woo." 

" Fifty pounds ! " 

" Every doit," said I : " T'm sick of schooliny." 

" Be haag'd if I do ! " anajip'd Master Carter. 

" Then be hang'd, sir, but all the town shall bear to 
morrow of the frog and the pool 1 Na, sir : I am off t« 
we the world— 



A T*TtHS aaiwu 
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"Yaor HighnpcsaK," plnulcd tfae itnli«ppr own, "i£, 
lo pkase joa, 1 sang that iduMi;^, whioh, tor fiftj jmn 
[ »ow, I had hip}llra " 

" Escli'Dt ■bfiDff,'* nys Prince Rupert, vikiDg uji ; 
** Um hav«*t again I " 

• • • « • 

To be short, t«n o'clock w»s striking from St. 
Mary'i spire wliea, with a prince on either eidij of me, 
aad thirty guineas ia mjr jwckut (which was aJ] thtt 
loose gold he had], I w&lk«d forth from Master Cartor't 
door. To make up the deficiency, their higLuesses bad 
insieted on famishing me nnth a euit made up froiu th« 
simplest in their joint wardrobes — riding-boots, brocchee, 
buff-coat, sasb, pietole, cloak, and feather'd hat, all o£ 
which fitted me excelleQtIy well. By the doors of 
Christ Church, before we ca,me to the south gutd. 
Prince Rupert, who liad been staggering in his walk, 
Buddenly pull'd up, and leant against the wall. 

" Why — odd'e my life — we've forgot a horiw for 
him ! " ho L'rieil. 

" Indeed, your Highness," I answered, " if my luck 
holds the eame, I shiJI find one by tho read." (How 
true this turned oat you shall presently bear.) 

There was no difficulty at the gate, where the Bunliy 
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£'A the twn i 



I md 1 



nM tiie wicket i 



ODoe. Long after it bad clos'd behind tav, and 1 ■Imid 
^^lookin^ bttcV ut, Ojfnrd tovrcn, nil baUi'd in the wint«r 
^^moooligbt, I beard tbe two voices roaring awsy up tho 
Vftreet:— 
^V " It vu s frog leftpt into & {wol ' 

B At lengtb they died into silence ; and, hugging tbe 

king's letter in my breast, I stepped briskly forward on 
■ytnnlk 



CHAPTER IV. 



1 TACK THB aOAS. 
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So pdfed Bp wu I by tli« coodutoeiudoo of the t 
princei, snd my Hond eo t>iuy with big tbou^hU, ti 
not till I was orer the bri<lgea and olimbing tb« hi 
gtoond beyood South Einckeey, with a shrewd aortli- 
east wind at my back, conid I spare time for a second 
backward look. By this, the city lay spread at my feet,' 
very delicate and beautiful in a silver network, with a 
black clump or two to southward, where the line 
of Bagley trees ran below the hill. I pulled ont the 
letter that Anthony had given me. In the moonlight 
the brown smear of his blood was plain to see, running 
■oroaa the euperscriptton : 

" To our trusty and well beloved Sir Ral^k Hopton, 
at our Army in Cormoall — these." 

Twas no more than I look'd for; yet the sight o£ it 
and the king's red eeal, quicken 'd my step as I set off 
agaiD. And I cared not a straw for Br. Kettle's wrath 
00 the morrow. 

Having no desire to fall in with any of the royal 
ou^Hiets that lay around Abingdon, I fetched w«l] away 



t tbe WKt, meaniiif; to iba[)e mj' uonne fnr FftriugOoa, 

il ID into the grtnl B&tii rood. Tis not my purpoM 

I d(«cribL' at any lynpth my itinerary, bat wtlier 

e roy pen for those mora mnving events thnt 

rcrlook me \aU;t. Only in the nncctrt^in lii^ht I murt 

e t^en a wrong turn to the left (1 thiok near 

Bspleleigh) that led me round to the south : Cor, 

oomin^ about daybreak to a considerable town, I found 

it to be, not Faringdon, but Wantage. There was no 

help for it, so I set about enquiring for a bed. The 

town was full, and already astir with preparations for 

p oattle-£air J and neither at the "Bear "nor the "Three 

iNuns" waa there a bed to be had. But at length 

at the " Boot " tavern — a small house, I found one just 

vacated by a couple of drovers, and havinfj cozen'd the 

chambermaid to allow me a clean pair of sbeetSj 

■ Vent ap-stairs very drowsily, and in five minutes was 

B^ ileepinjf sound. 

I awoke amid a clatter of roices, and beheld the 
room full of womankind. 
" He's waking," said one. 

'"Tis a pity, too, to be afflicted thus — and he such 
In pretty young man I " 

This came from the landlady, who stood dose, her 
P'taud shaking my shoulder roughly. 



I 



1 XaKB <«« KUBl O 

** Whx, 'tic thror c^S thr aftMacm." 

1 111 ^N s[\ as mu) M TOB tvCire." 

; but "Iww sleep — sleep I *" 
■* ni ^ op. [ biQ TOO." 
" TlMm^lt: tlir«'d ha' btept Anxigti tiw bnl mM 

t Uuoa|:f< t" tite Soor," lud Um cfaiunbencaiiil bj 

' L'aku you pock mntl go. III ct^p out amoa^ jau 



Whoeat tlMjr fled wttit mock •quails, aUling- 
out thftt the Tety lluM^bt midie tbem blu^ ; uxl loft 
me to dre«. 

Down-stain 1 fonod • ^anfa braakfiut spreail for 
me, and ate the whole, and felt the btftttv for it : and 
tberenpoD pud my scot, resistiag the luitllad/'s endcaToor 
to charge me dotdile for the bed, and walked «ut to am 
ttis tiiwa. 

" Take can o* tbysd*," tha cbombermaid bavlcd 
"aoT floiuish tb; attaiamenta abroad, Icsi 
Fib^ pat thee in a sbow I " 

Dark was oomiog oq ^t : and ta my chagrin (for I 

id mteoded parcbasin^ a horse) the baying and soiling 

['Of tb« (air wne over, the oattIe-r«ns brukea up, aud tba 



nr- !<rLR.vt<iu ^ct. 



I {fotJi^r*!] roaod the Ikidliirv, balUd-s 

ginc^erbreail-etiills. 1'hero were gamiiig-boothB, t 

irlviag a bmlc trade at Shoyel-bourd, All-ftUTS, i 

1 Costly ColooTR ; and on eating tent, whence issaed a 
tliick teek at cooking and loud rattle of pkt^e. Overtlu 
entrance, I remember, was set a notice : " Dame AUa- 
waj/ from BaHholometo Fair. Rere are the desi geese, 
and she does them as well at ever tie did." I joBtled 
my way along, keeping tight hold on my pockets, for 
fear of cut-purses ; when presently, about half-way 
down the street, there arose the noise of shouting. The 
crowd made a rush towards it ; and in a minute I was 
left alone, standing before a juggler who had a sword 
half-way down hie throat, and had to draw it out again 
before he could with any sufficiency curw the defection 
«f his audience ; but offered to pull out a tooth for me 
jf I wanted it. 

I left him, and running after tbe crowd soon leamt 

I the cause of this tumult. 

I Twaa a meagre old rascal that someone had oharged 

with picking pockets: and they were dragging him off 

I to be duck'd. Now in the heart of Wantage tbe littW 
•tream that runs through the town is wideu'd into 
ft cist«m about t«n feet square, and five in deptli, 

' Arer which hung a ducking-stool for scolding mi]^^ 
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TvtH » £mb«1 ptmisluDent; utd this ttm» UM(f 
k^ hin onder tot a fnQ lulf-iiuaate. Bnt M Ow 
"hmum wim lifted agmia, I htmri k ha1lab*)kia Aoi ft 
■y— 

"Tlubeul thebetu-l" 

Am] tamiii^, t saw & ffnat bnirn ^]rm lumWnnip 
dowD the itteet behind, «ih1 driring 1b« |)eoplo beft>r« it 

I Ttu aowA st tbe brink of tlie pool •nttter'O to ri|thb 
and leSt.ydlicg. Up Hew tlw bonra of tho dutilcintr-ittml, 
reti«v'd of tbeir weight, auil d<iv^-a with n «{t!iuh vnthl 
tbu pickpocket at the far vnd. Aa wvll fur tiij' dwd 
■kia'a soke >eout of pity U> oir him dri>wnin){, 1 jumji'd 
into the wat«r. In two strokou 1 nmuhM him, t^in'd 

t tooiiog, ftod with Aothooy's swoixl cut. tlut stjuf • mwkji 



tUE Hi'LKyUIB SPITS. 

Bod pnllM Kim afr. And tbere we stood, ap to i 

Dtcks, coughing and ej^lutWing ; wbile on tli0ilnert«d 

, briok tlio buar enilT'd Kt the water and regarded us. 

f No doabt we ajtpear'd eontemptible enough ; fnr 

■Iter a time he turned witli a louder sniff, and went hn 

way lazily ap the street again. He had broken oat 

Erom the pit wherein, for the best part of the day, they 

had baited him ; yet seemed to bear little malice. For 

he Baunter'd about the town for an hour or two, borting 

no man, bat making a clean sweep of every sweet-stall 

in hie way; and was tfken at lost very easily, with bis 

head in a treacle-cask, by the bear-wai-d and a few dogs. 

Meanwhile the pickpOck«t and I had scrambled 

oat by the further bank and ivTung our elotbea. He 

aeemed to resent bis treatment no more than did tbe bear. 

" Ben cove — 'tis a good world. My thanks 1 " 

And with this scant gratitude he was gone, leaving 

me to make my way back to the sign of " The Boot," 

where the chambermaid led me up-stairs, and took away 

my clothes to dry by the fire. I determin'd to buy ii 

horse on the morrow, and with my guineas and the 

King's letter under tbe pillow, drt'pp'd off to elumbor 

BgMIL 

My powere of sleep must have been nois'd abroad 
by ih6 hostess ; for next morning ai the bmnlffart 



t Tita Tin KOAD. 



, die dai)<!M uiil druveiB laid Savm kntl^ cad 



r a whiM an« dr I 



toimgnl 



] bn>uf(bt u 



□ otliers to looV : w thkt boob 
I WW it) & ling of ftupid {aoes, all gttziug li&e >o many 



For & wUle I afTocied b> eat andistarbcd : bot ioaC 
e at lost and addrmw'd a rad>tiuadcd ^tatr-~ 

" If yon take idb for a shovr, jou ought to pay." 

"That's Cair," said the fellow, aad laid & groat oa 
the b<«rd. This came dear to putting mo in a jiassjon, 
but hifi face was serious. "'Tis a real pkosanj," lio 
added heartily, "to look on one bo ^fted." 

"If any of you," I said, "could sell mo K 



Iff p atiowea 
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At once there waa a clamour, nil bidding iu od« 
breath for my custom. So finishijig my brL-akfast, I 
walked out with them to the tavem-jard, where I had 

pick among the sorriest- looking dozen of nitgs ta 
iglmid, and finally bought from tb« red-haired man, 
tor fitre pounds, bridle, snddlo, and a fiea-bitten grey Uiat 
•wm'd more boiic^Uy raw-bont^d than thu rest. And 
die owner wept t«vrs iit parting with his beast, and 
tKcntby added a pang to the fraud he had alrwtdy put 
apnn ma. And I rode from the taTem-door euepectiog 

•htw in the ^j«e of every passer-by. 
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riic dujr ('Lms drawing near dooo u I ff 
wid aiul clear, with a coating of rime over tli« lidflR : 
ud my boree'o foet rang cheerfully on the frozen road. 
Hia paoe waa of the soberest i hut, u I was no ikilfu] 
rider, this suited uie rather than not. Only it was 
galling to be told soj as bappen'd before I had gone 
three mileB. 

Twa« my friend the pickpocket : and he eat befora 
ft fire of dry sticks it little way back from the rood. 
His scanty hair, stiff as a badger's, now stood apright 
around his batter'd cap, and he look'd at me over tiie 
boBhes, with bis booVd noM thrust forward like a bird's 



" Bien ligbtmans, comrade — good day 1 'Tia a good 
world ; so stop and dine." 

I pall'd up ray grey. 

"Glad yon find it so," I answered; "you had a 
nigh chance to compare it with the next, last nigbt." 

" Shan't do so well i' the next, I fear," be sold with 
a twinkle : " but I owe tbee eomething, and heic't a 
hedgehog that in five minutes 'II he baked to a turo. 
Tib a good world, and the better that no man can connt 
<ai it. Last nigbt my dripping duds helped me to M 
cant t&le, and got me a silver penny from a man of r»> 
tigioa. Good's in the worst; and life's like bunting 
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|ta •qniml— « mui gvte mQrli j;ood exurxnm thcnat^ 
iDt seldiim wbat be buuU for." 

"Tbilt'fl M gywl iiiomlitj- m Arift'itlp's," ntid I. 

" 'Tis better for mf, because 'tU mine." While I 

Jier'd my bone be blew attbc embers, wbeKio lay a 

[oo'I-«i7.ei(l \M\ of clay, (xttiag. Aft«r n while he look'd 

p with red cheeks. " They were so fart set on drown- 

iRg me/' he oontiituiid with a winlc, "they couldn't 

Bpare time to look i' my pocket — the ruffin ely them I " 

" He pull'J the clay-ball out of the fire, crack'd it, 

Bnd lo ! inside was a hedgehog eook'd, the epikes stick- 

BJBgiiithe cky, and (doming away with it. So he divided 

■the flesh with his knife, atid upon a slice of bread from 

B wallet it made very delicate eating : tho' I doubt if 

Z enjoyed it as much as did my comrade, who swore over 

Kind over that the world was good, and as the wintry 

I broke out, and the hot ashes warm'd his knees, 

^gan to chatter at a great pace. 

"Why, jir, but for the pretty uncertainty of things 

rd aa lief die here aa I sit " 

He broke off at the sound of wheels, and a coach 
_witb two postilhons epim past us on the road. 

I had just time to catch a glimpse of a figure 
iuiddled in the comer, and a eweet pretty girl with 
tUtnt curia wated besidn it, behind the glass. 



so 



Tltl gnjOFOTD <PlXt> 



Aftfli th« ooAch camfl a h«ar7 broad-aliotiMer'd 

ruling on a BtRut< ^rcj ; wliit Aung tu a »)uirp fj;Ji 

he tvcnt hy, and ut tncntf yurd^' dintsucc tum'tl kgain 

toloolc 

"That's loci:," obserred the pickpocket, aa th« 
travellers disappear'd down the highway: "To-morrow, 
with a slice of it, I might be riding iu aach a ooaoh as 
that, and have the hydropsy, to boot. Good laokt 
when I was ta'en pnBoner by the Turks a>§ailmg i' the 
Mary of London, and sold for a slave at Algiere, I 
eecap'd, after two months, with Eli Sprat, a GraTceeod 
man, in a small open boat. Well, we sail'd three days 
and nights, and all the time there was a small sea-bird 
following, flying round and round us, and calling two 
notes that sounded for all the world like ' Wind'ard I 
"Wind'ard I ' So at last says Eli, ' Tb heaven's voioft 
bidding us ply to wind'ard.' And so we did, and on the 
fourth day made Marseilles; and who should be first to 
meet Eli on the quay but a Frenchwoman he had married 
five years before, and left. And the jade had him clapp'd 
in the pdloiy, alongside of a cheating fishmonger with a 
oollar of stinking smelts, that tom'd poor EU's stomach 
oompletely. Now there's somewhat to set against the 
ftory of Whittington next time 'tie told you." 

1 was now for bidding the old rascal good-bye. Bnt 




1 TAKS TIL> SflADL 

be nfo^d to ^ with me w fu u Hangcrftn^, wbev m 
■bonld turn t&to tKe Kktb road. At Cnt I ww alijr <if 
Kptin^, by ttatoa uf his orat, wliereia ]bIc1)cs af 
^oe, unOffe-tAwtir and flsms-oilimr [)idti) imTlwl tht 

mt bbi«k : bat dosed mtb him npoa bi« promise to 
tbo hoTKiniuialup that I so cadiy Im-UmL 
And by (iiDe we eDt«r*d Hongi^ribnl town I wu (d- 
▼sDoed BO En-, uid bestrode my old grey m euity, dmt 
in gratitude 1 offor'd liim siippcr wiil bed nt an inn, if 
be wDoid but bay a new cmt t to which be ajrrecd, 
nying tbst the world was good. 

By this, the day was douded over and the rain 
coming down apace. So th&t as eoon as my oomradi? vfas 
decently array'd &t the first slop-shop we eamt to, 'twas 
high time to seek an inn. We found quarti^re at " The 
Horn," and songht the travelleTs' room, and a fire to dry 
ooreelves. 

In this room, at the window, were two men who 
loolc'd lazily up at our «ntrance. They were playing at 
ft gome, wbicli n-tui no other than to nwe two snails 
op a pMU of gta** and wager which should prove the 
tuUr. 
t "A wet d'ly ! " said my comrade flhcurfully. 

The pair reganlod him, " I'll lay yon a crown ii 
dHiv witliiu the hour I " suid one. 
■ « 



THE BpijmniD srna. 

" And I another," put in tlia other ; tad witli t 
they weot luuik tn Ituiir ejiort, 

Dnwing near, I myself wsm aooo as eager as Mtej 
in watching the snails, when my companion drew mj 
notioe to K piece of writing on the window over ^vliidi 
they were crawling. 'Twas a set of Tersea Bcrihblod 
there, that must have been scratch'd with a diamond ; 
and to my surprise — ^for I had not gueas'd him a 
scholar — he read them out for my benefit. Thua the 
writing ran, for I copied it later :— 

"Matter Ephram Tuvker, his dying connoell to wi^^ 
fardingere ; to seek The Splendid Spur. 

" Not on tho necks of priuce or honnd. 

Nor on a, HOman's finder twin'd. 

May gold from tlie deriding gronnd 

Keep sacred that we sacred bind : 



Shall sisnd setmre on elidmg fate. 
When golden nafisB weep their freight. 



" The scarlet hat, the lanrell'd etave 

Are mesHnrea, not the Hprings, of worth | 
In a wife's lap, se in a grave, 
Uan's airy notions mil with earth. 
Seek other apor 
Bravely to stir 



1 un ffKi lOAO. 

ThB awt III llib Ion] wnrlO. ud tnul 
Alp-iiigh umg Die whtup'riiiK d«d. 

* SViul M ihg»»S/, — th«Bi upor kbuud : 
Su tluOI OharjtaUa wnr » kti««. 
Orim ^Gtn* ksfti, lh« LjbUn pUia 
Tkfca TD«M to hra- atLriTeU'd fitc*. 
Tl)l« orl^bU Toaod 
Of ^bt and Mnnd— 
Onnt it tbs tlste ti»t God b&tb b^l 
n» kanghty hearta to ride a-tUl. 

" FlKls— Master Tneker'a FarewciU-" 

"And a very pretty mor&l on foar gentleniea Uiat 
8 theii oftemooD K-settmg snails to race I " 
At tbeee worda, spoken in a delicate forei^ voice 
e all started round : and uw a yoang lady standing 
oehind as. 

Now that ehe was the one who bad passed ns in the 
0oaeh I WW at once. But describe her — te be plain— 
I cannot, having tried a many times. So let me saj 
only that sbe was the prettiest creature on God's earth 
(which, I hope, will satisfy her) ; that she had cbestntit 
«nrls and a mouth made for laughing; that she wore a 
kittle and bodice of grey silk taSety, with a gold 
poman<1er-bos hung on a chain about her neck ; and 
bald oat » drinking-glase towards us with a Frenchified 





" OentlanHa, mj father is dck, and will taute at 

water but wtiat i> freKlily drawn. I jutit yoa not to 

biavc CbftrylxliA ur JRiwi, bub to atop oati4ta the nuoj 

■ yanl and draw me « glaes-fnll from the pomp there: tat 

oor servant is abroad in the towu." 

To my deep disgust, befora I could find a word, that 
vdllauious old pickpocket had cauglit the glass from het 
hand and reach'd the door. But I ra,n after ; and out 
into the yard we stepp'd together, where I pump'd while 
be held the glass to the spout, flinging away the eonteata 
time after time, till tha bubbles on the brim, and the 
film on the outside, were to his liking. 

Twas he, too, that gaia'd the thanks on our return. 

" Mistress," said he with a bow, " my young friend 
■ raw, but has a good will. Confess, now, for his edi- 
fication — for he is bound on a long journey westward, 
where, they tell me, the maidens grow oomeliest — that 
looks avail naught with womankind beside a dashing 



The young gentlewoman laughed, shaking her curls. 

"I'll give him in that case three better counsela 

I ytt : first [for by his habit I see he is on the King's 

lide), let him take a circuit from this place to the soatlii 

for tlie road between Marlboro' and Bristol is, they tell 

all held by the rebels ; next, let him avoid all 



I TAKE Tax lOAD. 



, erm tin/ titey tak bat an imuweDt cop of 
wator; tun] b*tJy, let him chuo tbcr, iinl<M thy £k» 



w 



lie mote ifaao th; Um^iiB. SluU I soj ninre i " 

Why, no— peitiajM better noi," Ki>li<>il the o\A 

rogne hartily, but laughing all the aii>». "Thut'i m 
rw ioMB," he sdJed, as the liimt fluit Iwhiiid ber. 
And, indocil, I vias bun, nvit miTning, tu Agnv to 
I. For, awnldng, I foond my friend (who had shor'd 

ft room inth me) ahvtuly up utid ^ue, aiiil d»cover'd 

the reason in a sheet of writing pian'd tu my L-K'thn^ 



I "TOCKQ Sib, — I ocmTiet myself at ingntitnile : bnt hftbit 
hhsid tobrekk. SoIbsTS made oil with tli»h&lf of tiij guiuMs 
and ihj boise. The realdae, and the letter thoa bearogt. 1 la»ra. 
Tu ft good world, and experience ehoiild be booght early. Thii 
golden lesson I leave io return for the giuneas. BelioTe me, 'ti* 
[ at tn«r« worth. Bead over those vereaa on thu window-pauM 
I befon Blarting, digeet them, uid trust me, thy obliged, 

"Pbtsk, titk Jackuui. 
" Balee not t^ y band to often to thy breiut : 'tLi a mm 
% id hidden Talnablee." 

Be mire I was wroth enough : nor did the oalm 

■Intereet oE the two snail-owners appease me, when at 

bnakfavt I told them a part of the story. But I 

thoo^t I read sympathy in the low price at which odo 

y tt them oflar'd me bis horse. 'Twos a tall black bmte. 



I 

I 



rtrj lirotie in iha )oin>, and I bougbt hita %t ohm c 
of my ehniDken stock of ^ineas. At tcu o'clock, 1 let 
out, uot slong the Hath road, bat bearing to the south, 
aa the young' gentlewoman had coimsell'd. I began to 
bold & high opinion of har adviee. 

By twelve o'clock I was back at the inn-door, 
<^mounng to see the m&n that sold me the horse, 
which had gone dead lame after the second mile. 

" Dear heart 1 " cried the landlord ; " they an 
^ne, the both, this hoar and a half. Bat they are 
coming again within the fortnight; and I'm expressly 
to report if you retum'd, as they had a wager about 
It" 

I tum'd away, pondering. Two days on the road 
had put me eadly out of conceit with myself. For 
mile upon mile 1 trudged, dr^ging the horae after me 
by tbe bridle, till my arms felt as if coming from their 
sockets. I would have turo'd the *>rute loose, and 
thought myself well quit of him, had it not been Cor 
"the saddle and hridle he carried. 



'Twas about five in the evening, and I still labouring 
r«long, when, over the low hedge to my right, a man on 
t sorrel mare leapt easily ae a swallow, and alighted 
ten paoea or lees in front of me ; wbera he di«- 






I Tttl S3 KuXk 



¥ 



w» 19 &M Mm I flB^iVrl 

'Ton km aeew afcanl m% AMaWns,* 
tfe sm «Brtl r, aid m s vote* tibat omit bw s 
bj hi* TOMB aed fiRVt n tlw ivA I law* bin hr 

'itevkia^ I noigiUBMl tfae nue, MeOy, tiut pon An- 
tliODy Kiiitgrev bad giToi me almost with bt> )mI 




Th» Mty did not kiMMr ns, IwriBg bat «een me tor 
■B tBilaat at " Tb« Crown,** aad tboD n tw; dtff^nut 



" I hare bat a tew poor ooiia,** 1 1 

■ "Then hand '«n otbt." 

" Be abot if I dol" sakd 1 in ■ paonoii ; and ponitig 
cnt a *™"^fql ^m tnj pocket, I dash'd them down in 
the load. 

For a moment tbe Captain took bix pistol from mj 
faov, aod stooped to dutch at the goldcu ooina a« tb«]r 
trickled and ran to rig^ht and left. Tbe next, I had 
stnidc out «-itb my right Bst, and down he went 
•taggvrin^. His pistol dropp'd out of his haod and 



TUk Ai-kKHuiu »i:e. 

^or bniUo, and tcapt OD btfT twck. Ttrss ■ ne&r thio;, 
r the Capttiiti waa rashing toxrsnis lu. Bat at ibe 
aill of tny voioe tlie mare gave s bouml und tur&'d : 
ftod down the road I ww bonie, li^lit u a {u»tlier. 

A ballet wbuas'd past my oar: 1 heawi lli^ Oaptaia'a 
outSQ nuDgle with the report : and theu wiu out of 
TWige, and galloping throogb tbc dusk. 



F 

r 



n .uvBWTOBK AT TUX "tbuu ovn." 
SicuiiB of pnrmit, aod full of deliglit io the mnft'c 
Hvy motiou, I must hnjv tnvelled u eund nx milet 
lufore the mooa roae. In the frosty sky lier rays 
aporkled cheeifuJly, and by them I eaw on the hoIat«n 
the silver demi-bear that I knew to be the crest of the 
Killigrews, having the fellow to it engraved on my 
Bword-hilt. So now I was certain 'twas Molly that I 
bestrode ; aad took occasion of the light to explore the 
bolsters and saddle-fiap. 

Poor Anthony's piat<)lB were gone — filched, no 
doubt, by the Captain ; hot yoa may giiees my eatisfao- 
tion, when on thrusting my hand deeper, I touched a 
heap of coins, and found ibcm to ho gnld. 

'Twas certainly a rare bargain 1 had driven with 
(^plsin Settle. For the Hvq or six gold pieces I scat- 
tar'd on the road, 1 had won close on thirty guineas, as 
I muiited in the moonlight ; not to speak u£ this incom- 
pftral^Ic Molly. And I began to whistle gleefully, am] 
tast« the joke over again and laugh to myself, as we 
Okut«red aloug with the north wind at our bu-vks. 



} THK *PIJI»I>ID Wr*. 

All the gome, I had no tnltith for tidioff thoB f 
Doruing. For the night wod chill enonf^h to search my 
Tety bonee after the heat of the kt« gnllup : and, to<mf 
. I knew nothing of the road, which at this hour 
s quite deserted. So that, coming at length to a tall 
hill with a black ridge of pine- wood atandtng up agaioat 
the moon like a fish's fin, I was glad enough to note 
below it, and at eome distance from the trees, a window 
brightly lit; and pushed forward in hope of enter- 
iainment. 

The bnilding was an inn, though a sorry one. Nor, 

■ave for the lighted window, did it wear any grace of 

I hoEpitality, but thrust out a bare shoulder upon the 

[ nod, and a sign that creaked overhead and look'd for 

I t& ^e world like a gallows. Round this shoulder of 

the hoase, and into the main yard (that tnm'd churlishly 

toward the hillside), the wind howled like a beast in 

pain. I climb'd off Molly, and pressing my hat down 

on my head, struck a loud rat-tat on the door. 

Curiously, it opened at once ; and I saw a couple of 
en in the lighted passage. 
' Heard the mare's heels on the road, Cap "» 
[ Hillo I What in the fiend's name ia this ? " 

Said I : "If you are he that keeps this house, I want 
' two things of yoD — first, a civil tongue, and next » b«d." 



KT ADVBXTCXX ±1 TKB " TUMCS CVPa." 01 

" Ye'U gtt Df'ithcr, then." 
" Your MKH layit Oiat jfim beep »n ino." 
" Aye— tlio ■ Three Caps ' : hot wu'ni fiill.'* 
" Your manB^r oE sp£«cb proToa that to be & Us," 
I likod tiw (tJI»w's Toinr m> littlo that 'tin odtLi I 
would have ra-moanted Molly ftad ridden away ; bat at 
tbia iast&nt them iloaKMi down thestftinuvd out tbroagh 
■ the drink-amellin^ passage a sound that made me jump. 
l-TTwu • girl'e voice singincr — 

" Hay nonni— nonni— no I 
Men are foola tkat wuh to dla I 
Is't not fine to Uugh uid sing 
When the beUs ol death do ring—" 

^ There was no doubt upon it. The voice belonged to 
tiie yonng geotlewoman I had met at Hung^rford. I 
tnmed sharply towards the landlord, and was met by 

I another surprise. The second mem, that till now bad 

' stood well back in the shadow, was peering forward, 
and devouring Molly with bia gaze. Twas hard to 
read hie features, but then and there I would have 
wagered my life he was no other than Luke Settle's 
oomrade. Black Dick. 

My mind was made np. " I'll not ride a step fur- 

I titer, to-night," said L 

" TbsD bide there and freeze," answer'd the landlord* 



TJU BVUtHoiB aruo. 



He 1 



f for •Innirointr llw door m tnj- fww, mi 



f Uu! otlier can^bt liim liy tbc nrm anil, poIlitiR liim • 
Llittio haak, wiua>pi.'r'il a word or tiro. I gutas'il vrhai 
r.Uiia meant, bat reaolvwi nnt to dnvr book; and pi«- 
i KOLtlf the laniilord'a voice began again, betwixt butI; 
I tad polite — 

" Have ye too high a stomach to lie on straw P " 
" Oho I " thought I to myself, " then I am ttf be 
kept for the mare's sake, bat not admitted to the 
bouse:" and said aloud that I could put up with a 
atraw bed. 

" Because there's the atable-loft at your service. As 
ye hear" (and in fact the singing still went on, only 
now 1 heard a man's voice joining in the catch) " ouf 
house is full of company. Bat straw is clean bedding, 
and the mare I'll help to put in stall.*' 

" Agreed," T said, " on one condition — that you send 
out a maid to me with a cup of mulled sack ; for thia 
cold eats me alive." 

To this he consented : and stepping back into a side 
room with the other fellow, returned in a minute alone, 
and carrying a lantern which, in spit« of the moon, was 
needed to guide a stranger across that ruinous yard. 
The flare, as we pick'd our way along, fell for a moment 
on an open cart-shed and, within, on the gilt panels o( 



ITT mvTSTiTaB AT TUB " Ttrao cms. 



Mi 



■ oowh UiAt I nrnignii'd- la tbs stafali;, tlwt stood sk 
tbe far end of tha coart, 1 mu rarprised to Sod holf-i^ 
ilnseo borvM vUindJtig, ready •KiddinJ, and mutwbui^ 
tlieir fill oE uats. They were unj^rooni'd, and oqq oi 
two ia a lather of sweat that on such a aight was liard 
to itcoount for. But I ackcd no qDCcUons, wkl m; 
cwmpOBioii voacltnfcd no talk, thongfa twice I caug'bt 
bim regardio^ me carioualy as I unbridled the mare in 
tiie only vacant stall. Not a word pAss'd ns he took 
tha lantern off the peg again, and led the way np a 
nunsbackle ladder to the loft ahove. He was a fat, 
lambering follow, and made the old timbers creak. At 
the top he Bet down the light, and pointed to a heap of 
•traw in the comer, 

" Yon's your bed," he growled ; and before I conld 
ULBwei, was piddng bis way down the ladder again. 

I look'd about, and sbiver'd. The eaves of my bed- 
chamber were scarce on speaking terms with the walle, 
ftod through a score of crannies at least the wind poured 
ftnd whistled, so that after shifting my truss of straw a 
dozen times I found myself still the centre of a whirl of 
draught. The candle-flame, too, was puffed tiiia way 
Mul th&t inside the horn sheath. I was losing j>atienca 
when I heard footsteju bdow ; the ladder creafd, and 
the red hair and broad shoulders of a chambermaid roM 



TUB SfUtMOIU erQB. 

) TJew. She earriod a et«anuitg ung In bar haaA, 
i mutter'd all the while ia do niiy clioice talk. 

It w«Doti tuul ft kind fuw, tho' ; tad ft pair of ttytt 
t did ber mors cn>dit tluD her toD^ft. 
" And what's to be my reward for thia, I want to 
faiow?" she puited oat, restiiig her left palm od ber 
Up. 

I" Why, ft groftt or two," said I, " when it oomea to 
the reckoning." 
" Lad I " she cried, " what s dull yoang^ man I * 
"Dull?" 
"Aye — to make me ask for ft kiss in bo many 
Vordfl : " and with the back of her left hand ehe wiped 
Ler month for it frankly, while she held out the mug in 
ber right." 

"Oh I" I said, "I beg yonr pardon, but my wits 
ue frozen tip> I think. There's two, for interest : ftnd 
another if you t«U me whom your mast«r entertatoe to- 
night, that I muet be content with thia crib." 
She took the kisaea with composure and said— 
" Well — to begin, there's the gentlefolk that came 
I Uiia afternoon with their own carriage and beatheniah 
P iPrench servant ; a crunky nid grandi'o and a daughter 
I with more aira than a peacock : Sir Something-or-otber 
[ Killigrew — fjord bless the boy ! " 
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For t hw] dropp'd th« mug ooil sptlt tbo hot eaek | 
aQ abiiat die straw, wihtsn it trioklfd »vny with m 
fngnwoe reproachfuUjr dvlinoua. 

"Now I bcff your pudna ik handred timw: Ijofe, 
tiis filiill ia in my hnnec wonit th&a tlifi Sfriu ; ** and 
btxtdling my BboaUdra up, I counterfeited a shirering fit 
witli B tnithfaIn«M that nirpriv'd myv^E. 

"PoofUdl" 

" — And tia Gret hot utd then cold all down my 
fpiiw." 

"There, now I* 

" —And goose-Hesh and flushes all over my body." 

" Dear heart— &ad to pass the night in this grave of 
■ plaoe I" 

" — And by morning I ahall be in a high ferert 
tad oh I I feel I shall die of it 1 " 

"Don't — don't I" The honest girl's eyes were fall 
of tears. " I wonder, now — ■" she began : and I waited, 
eager for her next words. " Sore, master's at cards in 
the parlour, and 'U be drunk by midnight. Shalt pass 
the night by the kitchen fire, if only thou make no noise." 

" But yonr mistress — what will she say ? " 

" Is in heaven these two years : and out of master'a 
■peakiog-distance for ever. So blow out the light and 
follow me gently." 



I 



TSB ttPUOiuiD sroft. 

11 ^i^inj; ^o eluTer, X falliivr'd ber t 
ladfln', nod Uirough the Mtalili^ into tlia fi[iuii. Tha 
wind by this time had brouffbt op some lieavy clondl^ 
^'•tid masfi'd them oboat tlie moon: liut 'twu Emcsin^ 
hanl, n«verthi;leBa. The girl took mc by the hand 
to guide me : for, save from the one bright window 
in the upper floor, there was no light at all in the yard. 
Gearly, she was in dread of her master's anger, for we 
stole acrosH lilte ghosts, and once or twice she wliisper'd 
a warning when my toe kick'd against a loose cobble. 
But just as I seem'd to be walking into a stone wall, 
she put oat her hand. I heard the click of a latch, and 
stood in a dark, narrow passage. 

The passage led to a second door that opened on a 
wide, Btone-pav'd kitchen, lit by a cheerful fire, whereon 
11 kettle hissed and bubbled as the vapour lifted the 
Mver. Close by the chimney corner was a sort of trxp, 
or buttery-hatch, for pushing the hot dishes conveniently 
into the parlour on the other side of the wall. Besides 
this, for furniture, the room held a broad deal table, aa 
oak dresser, a linen-press, a rack with hams and strings 
of onione depending from it, a settle and a chair or two, 
with (for decoration) a dozen or ho of ballad-aheete studc 
among the dish-covers along the wall. 

"Sit," whieper'd the girl, "and make no noia^ 




AJIUIUS at TBS "fVIXI OCIS.* 

• I b»« • cMfe-pnwh far ^ tmnJofr i« lt« 

vaiow. 

I took op ■ dair softlj. Mkd «t ii Anni W^h>*i« 
At 'bttA and U»# fire-pUcr, « tii»t <tt^O« iRinnms nr 
kfiMB I tuoM B>td aaj v^ipI ^vbee Bti>re tlwa nnliuuy 
load oa ttw atba ude ot thm tntll. Th« fltambiTmnU 
■tiir'd the fin brok)y, ftod mored about nnffinc u 
B.fltdi'tl ddvti bciCUra aiul gLMw«« froca tlii 



'Laaut j» msM« *a' d«rtcn 
For aoHtHtl Sank Jua, 

Vbo lung'd bMMt' ia hat gutan 
All fur (bft low o' tHB, 

AflbtUw * 






She vsB pftusin^, bottle in hand, to take tito high 
note: bat hosli'd suddenly ftt the aonod of tbe voioM 
Binging in the n>om upetur^— 

•* ViTTB on tont im* 
O'ohI lo xmad iouIm 
Dea lioiui6l«a guna 1 " 



"Tliat'B the EoreigutTs, 
went on with her ditty — 



ooiil the oh«mherniiud, kikI 



" Ail fi>r tbo luf B of a (H 

Whooluiat'iiliitc OAOIM ' 



A ToQe; of mUu Muoded through Ui« battoj^b 
" — Aud tiiat's the trac-boin FIiiglinhinRn, us yim 
' UtW by UiL-ir sptveub. Ti* pretty company the 



r keeps, these (Uys." 



' her I 



, when I held i 



B3 oontmuiug ! 
fic^r for ailence. In fact, throngh the hatch my ear 
had caught a sentence that set me listening for more 
with a still heart. 

" D n the Captain," the landlord's gruff roioe 

ms saying ; " I warn'd 'n agen this fancy busineas 
I when sober, oool-handed work was toward." 

" Settle's way from his cradle," growl'd another ; 
■''and times enough I've told 'a : 'Gap'n/ says I, 
I' there's do sense o' proportions about ye.' A master 
ind, sirSj but 'a '11 be hang'd for a hea-roost, so sure as 
piDT name's Bill Widdicomb." 

" Ugly words — what a creeping in&uence has that 
me mention o' hanging I " piped a thinner voice. 
" Hold thy complaints. Old Mortification," put in a 
apeaker that I recognis'd for Black Dick ; " sure the 
pretty maid upstairs is tender game. Hark how they 
eingl" 

And indeed the tbreaten'd folk upstairs were singing 
tfieir catch very choicely, with the girl's clear voice t« 
lead them — 



■T ADVUCtUKE iT TUB " TOUB CTTS." 

' OomoMnit dit (isin 

"HotJinD lui^tui^-, to be Eiire," wd tlm Lliin 
miioa agniO) a> Uic ctionw cetucd : " Uiinkx I tn mynt' 
*tbc/ ba bat Fa|ristare,' an' mj doubting mind tc 
nUghtily rcvcincil'd to man&Iaiightcr." 

"I doa't like be^nniiig'itliout Um Ctp'n," obsHTed 
Blaok Diok : " thoag'h I doubt Botoetbing hu mis- 
OBnitid. Else, bow did tliat yonng spark ride In upon 
tbe mare ? " 

" An' that's what ihy qaestion ebould ba' been^ 
Dick, with a pistol to bis skull." 

" Hell keep till the morrow.'* 

" We'll give Settle half-ftn-hour more," aud tiie 
landlord : " Mary I " be push'd open the batch, bo that 
I bad barely time to dock my bead oat o£ view, " fetoh 
in tbe punch, girl. How did'et leave the jotmg 
man i' the loft?" 

" Asleep, or nearly," answer'd Mary^ 

** Who hang'd hersel' in her g«r-ten. 
All for tlia love o' nun — " 

"— Auon, anon, master : wait only till I get the kettU 
oo the boil." 

llie batch waa slipp'd-to again. I atood up aad 
made a step towards the girl. 



J^^ 



th truuiom fPin. 

A voUey of oaths Mtind«d tlLnittj^b the bntlcry-bKteli. 
-And tlia.fs the tnj«-boiTi EDt^iiphmQii, as yno 
Uj tell by their speech. TTis pretty compaoy the 
st«r keeps, these days." 

was continuing' her ■OQg, whpD I held np k 
finger for silence. In fact, through the hatch my ear 
had caught a sentence that set me liEteoing for more 
with a still heart. 

" D -.- n the Captain," the landlord's gruff voice 
I saying; "I warn'd 'n agen this fancy business 
Ifwhen sober, cool-handed work was toward." 

" Settle's way from hia cradle," growl'd another ; 

r*aod times enough I've told'n: ' Cap'n/ says 1, 

'there's no sense o' proportions about ye/ A master 

I mind, sirs, but 'a '11 be hang'd for a hen-roost, so sure as 

li'tpay name's Bill Widdicomb." 

" Ugly words — what a creeping influence has that 

me mention o* hanging I " piped a thinner voice. 

" Hold thy complaints, Old Mortification," pat in a 

speaker that I recognis'd for Black Dick ; " sure the 

pretty maid upstairs is tender game. Hark how they 

Bingl" 

And indeed the threaten'd folk upstairs were singing 
tiietr catch very choicely, with the girl's clear voice ta 
lead them — 



m ADPmfmjni at tub "tihikk rrTs. w 

* Coattaint 1111 pajB 

"Hcatben IuDguag«i to be Rim," said ttie thin 
Toioe ag«ia, w th« chorus cmlbaiI ; " tbinl£» J to lajrwl' 
'thejr be but B^Mstera,' aa' my danbtin^ aind ia 
mightily RooDcilM to inknslaught«r." 

" I don't like bcgiiiniug 'itbout the Cap'n/' observed 
JBImIc Diok : " though I tloubt something haa mis- 
OBirisd. Else, how did that young epark rids in npon 
the mare?" 

" An' that's what thy qneitioa ehould ha' beeo^ 
Dick, with a pistol to his Bkull," 

" Hell keep till the morrow," 

"WeTl give Settle half-an-honr more," said the 
loBdlord : " Mary I " be puah'd open the hatoh, ao that 
i had barely time to dack my head oat of view, " fetch 
in the punch, girL How did'et leave the yotmg 
m&Q i' the loft ? " 

" Asleep, or nearly," anHwer*d Mary— 

** Who hftng'd herBel' in her g»r-ters, 
All for the lOTe o' nuua — " 

"^Anon, anon, master : wait only till I get the kettl* 
oa the boil," 

The hatcb waa Elipp'd-to again. I atood up and 
made a atep towarda the girt. 




Tiu firunriHD spttl 

" Uuir muiy ara llnrj 7 " I ask'd, jttrkinff a Sneer li 
e direction of the parlour. 
" A dozen aU but uue.^ 
" Where i> tlic tovaiga gaixt^ raotn T " 
" Left haad, on the Kret landiug." 
" The Btaircase ? " 
" Just outside the door," 
" Then aing — go on siDging for yoar lilt," 



" Dear heart, they'll murder thee I Oh I fi» pity'f 
ke, let go my wrist — 

' Jjunent, to tnAJ^^a ui* dArtera ' * 

1 stole to the door and peep'd out. A lantern hung 
in ibe passage, and showed the staircase directly is 
traat of me. I atay'd for a moment to puU off laj 
boots, and, holding them in my left hand, crept up the 
Btairs. In the kitchen, the girl was singing and olat- 
tering the glasscB together. Behind the door, at the 
head of the stairs, I heard voices talki g. I slipp'd on 
my boots again and tapp'd on the panel. 

" Come in 1 " 

Let me try to describe that on which my eyes rested 
■ I pDsh'd th9 door wide. Twas a long room, wain*- 
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eoiid tuU op Ifafl nmll in Mmf) dark iT<H>d, uid id daj' 
tiniff lit by one window only, wdioh now wu» liung with 
red cortain*. By Uie fite[ila«!, whure a trisk wiiod fi» 
was cnokliQK' leant the young g«nLl<5woman I lud met 
st Hnngorford, who, as she now Lnni'd hnr eywi npoa tw, 
Mfts'd fin^n'nir tlie guitoi* or mandoline tliat she held 
•gainst her waist, and nised her pretty h^ nut without 
ooriciiity. 

Bat 'twas on the table in the centre of the chamher 
that my g^^Ee settled; and on two men beside it, of 
whom I must speak more particularly. 

The elder, who sat in a high-bacVd chair, was 
ft little, trail, deform'd gentleman of about fifty, 
drem'd very richly in dark velvet and furs, and wore 
00 his head a velvet ekuU-cap, round which hie white 
hair stuck up lite a Eerret's. But the oddest thing 
aboat him waa a complexion that any maid o£ Bixteen 
wonld give ber earB for— of a pink and whit« so trans- 
parent that it seem'd a soft light must be glowing 
beneath his skin. On either cheek-bone this delicate 
oolouring centred in a deeper flush. This ia as mncb 
M I need say about hia appearance, except that his eyes 
W«re very bright and sharp, and his chin stuck out like 
ft TidoDS mtile'e. 

The table before him waa oover'd with bottles and 



^^B The Uble 



^a^ 



Tfiii ertK.fimi si-uh. 



■iflnskii, in ittc Biiildlo dE which fttood « ulver Ump bmi^ 
I ing, aiii! in 



siWi 



\ ttiat sent t 



r lauccpau t 

tDgnrme ae tlie liquid withiti it simmer'd itnd l)uL>Ifled. 

eager wad tlie old gcntlecnan in wutcliinpr tlie pto- 

ress of Ills mixture, tliat he merely glanc'd up at toy 

entrance, aod then, holding up a hand for aUenoe, 

turnM his eyes on the saucepan again. 

The seeond man was the broad-shouldered lackey I 
had seen riding behind the coach : and now etood over 
the saucepan with a twisted Bast: in his band, from which 
he pouHd a red syrup veiy gingerly, drop by drop, wiUi 
the tail of bis eye tura'd on his master's face, that ha 
niight know when to cease. 

Now it may be that my entrance upset this experi- 
ment in strong drinks. At any rate, I bad scarce come 
to a stand about three paces inside the door, when the 
little old gentleman bonncee up in a fary, kicks over his 
chair, burls the nearest bottles to right and left, and senda 
the silver saucepan spinning across the table to my very 
feet, where it scalded me clean through the boot, and 
made me bop for pain. 

"Spoilt — spoilt I" he soream'd : "drench'd iu filthy 
liqueur, when it ehould have breatb'd but a taste I " 

Anil, to my amazement, he sprang on the strap* 
ping servant like a wild oat, and began to beat, coif, 
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I belabour him wi'Ui all liie strifigth ol hu fnOj 

Tvna like a Bcono oat of Bodtomt Tvt all iiw. wbtb 

■ thff girl leant quietly against tbu manteUhplf, sod aaftlf 

tfiacbeil tha Htrinipi ot h«r instTument; while the semnt 

toolc the rain of blowi awJ HlupH on though 'twDru u 

cumraer «bnwer, grinniiig all uver hia facOt and making 

} resistance at all. 

Ilien, as I stood dnmb vith perplexity, the old 

gentleman let ^ his hold of the fellow's liair, and, 

dropping on the fioor, began to roll about in a fit of 

coughing, the like of which no man can imagine. 

Twas hideous. He bark'd, and writhed, and baik'd 

again, till the disorder eeem'd to search and rack every 

. itmermost inch of his small frame. And in the intervals 

. of coughing his exclamations were terrible to listen to. 

" He'a dying ! " I cried ; and ran forward to help, 

The servant pick'd np the chair, and together we 

aet him in it. By degrees the violence of the cough 

abated, and he lay back, livid in the face, with hia eyes 

id, and his hands clutching the knobs of the chair. 

I tont'd to the girl. She had neither spoken nor 

, atirr'd, bat now came forward, and calmly ask'd my 

basincHs. 

" I think," siud I, " that yoor name is Killigrew ? " 
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"I UQ DeBa KtUigmw, and tbii ui 107 fBUtM-,~ 



DeakiR. 



"Kow 



hia 



way 



to tiait his MtaUw 



Oorawan?" 

Sfat! uodded. 

"Then I have to warn yoa that your lives are in 
danger." And, gently as possible, I fold her what I 
had seen and heard downstairs. In the middle o£ my 
talfij the servant stepp'd to the door, and retum'd 
qnietly. There was no lock on the inside. After a 
minute he went across, and drew the red curtains. The 
window had a gifting; within, of iron bars aa thick 
ae a man's thumb, strongly clamp'd in the stone- 
work, and not four inches apart. Clearly, he waa a 
man of few words ; for, returning, he merely pnll'd 
out his sword, and waited for the end of my tale. 

The girl, also, did not interrupt me, hut Usten'd in 
silence. As I ceaa'd, she said — 

" la thie all you know ? " 

"No," anawer'd I, "it ia not. But the rest I 
promise to tell you if we escape from this place alive, 
"Will this content you ? " 

She ttim'd to the servant, who nodded. Whne- 
opon she held out her hand very cordially. 

** Sir, liottiu : we are travellers bound for Cornwall, 
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She 



M jm know, and bsn Kme «sall poawiom, tbat wQl 
poorlj Rmrl Um giMd of tba« Tulvnt men. Km9r<- 
tbdes, vo aboald br faairriiig on oar joonuy did ir» 
not •wni my brother Anthony, who to ta hsve ridilen 
fmn Oxford to joia lu hen, bci ha* beto deUj«d« 
donhUMi oo tht King** husuMm " 

She broks nS, u I startud: ta below I hewd the 
door open, ani CapUin Settle's Toiot in tht 

The arcb-villun had return'd. 
Mistress Bella," I said burricdly, " thd twelfth 
'd the hooae, and onleas m sonsider oor 
|iiUBa M.i onee, sU'e ap with as." 

" Tush I " said th« old geotlemui ia the tbair, who 
^t seeiDEJ had boaid all, and now sat dp brisk as ever. 
" I, for my port shall mix another glass, uid leave it all 
to Jacqti«8. Come, eH by m«, sir, and yon ehaU Me 
■ome pretty play, ^hy, Jwcquea is the naateat ntgoa 
with a small-sivoTd in all Franco I " 

" Sir," I put in, " they are a roand dozen in all, and 
yoar life at present is not worth a penny's puwhaso." 

"That's a he I T^s worth this bowl before me, 
that, with or withoot you, I mean to empty. \V\ni 
■ fool-thtng is f onth I Str, you must bo a dying luan 
like mj«lf lo taste life properly." And, as I am a 
truUtful man, he stni^k up quavering nMrrily— 
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TUB sFi^KoiD Hrim. 

" Hay, UMiml^ouiiI — im I 
Mm ftfu fool* tiiat wiafa to dint 
lit Dit fiiio Vo 1oT>cli AUI ffltig 
Whan tbe liella ut dmUi ilu riagT 
la't not fine tn rlrowtt in win*. 
And tam Dpuu Uio toe. 
And aiDg, he; — uouni — uoF 
Hey, uoanj— iionaj » 

"—Come and sit, air, nor spoil sport. You are too mw, 
111 wager, to be of any help; and boggling I detest." 

" Indeed, sir," I broke in, now thoroughly angered* 
"I can nse the small-sword as well aa anothei." 

" Tush I Try him, Jacques." 

Jacqnea, still wearing a stolid face, brought bis 
veapon to the guard. Stung to tbe quick, I wheel'd 
round, and made a lunge or two, that he put aside aa 
easily as though I were a babe. And then — I know not 
how it happen'd, but my sword slipp'd like ioe out of 
my grasp, and went flying across the room. Jscquea, 
sedately aa on a matter of busiueas, stepped to pick it 
up, while the old gentleman chuckled. 

1 wax hot and a^hom'd, and a score of bitter wordi 
sprang to my tongue-tip, when the Frenchman, as h* 
rose from Gtooping, caught my eye, and beckon'd ma 
aonwa to him. 



He *^ vliibe i> dattb, and psiobd to tiie bill «( 
jr ffvnd lod th» dani-tatf cngtaT*d Uwreim. 
"Hi it 6md' I whwper'd: "Willi— ton /wr 
hot aaie — kiDed I7 tb«ac mum ieg» tbtt an bo* 



I hesfd ft «nb in tlitf tme Cellow** throat. But cm 
• iostsat it was drmrn'd by the »aad at » daoe openijBg 
lud the tmnp of feet 00 the ctsn. 



CHAPTER VL 

TBS njGBT tV THE PtSB WOCWt 

f 3t the eonnd of their steps I ^ess'd one 6r two of 
tJieee dozea rascals to be pretty far gone in drint, and 
aftfirwards found this to be the case. I look'd round. 
Sir Deaidn had pick'd up the lamp and was mixing hia 
bowl of punch, hamming^ to himself without the least 
^L ooncem— 

^M "YivTo eo tont eas 

^^ O'eet le grand bomIas"— 

^ft "with a glance at his daughter's face, that was white to 
^B the lipSj but firmly set. 

^B " Hand me the Qutmeg yonder," be said, and then, 
^H "Whyj daughter, what's this? — a trembling handF" 
^^L And all the while the footsteps were coming up. 
^^M There was a load knock on the door. 
^^m "Come in I " call'd Sir Deakin. 
^^^ At this, Jacques, who stood ready tor battle by the 
^^Etoitraiice, wheeled round, shot a look at his master, and 
dropping his point, made a sign to me to do the same. 
The (ioor waa fhruat rudely open, and Captain Settle, 
his hat cock'd over one eye, and sham dronkeimeNB iiL_ 
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bk gut, lomfa'd into the roam, with the whule villaiiKiQ* 
Whinil Eiim, hodiUcd on Hut tlirctbold. JaotjiUB 
t fihippM qoietly Uock, hi w t» euwr tka gitt 

"W>mM yuti nitul n'aitjng a m>iine»t?" voqaiT'd 
Itr Deakin, wiliinut lookiii${ up, but nibbing the oat- 
leg mliiily up aiii) ij-iivn tlie ^fut<:f; "a Cntdtoo too 
ipcbt and the whole iiunoh will be spiiilL" 

It took the Captain aback, and he oame t« s stand, 
efcing us, who look'd back at him witli>>ut. snying i 
word. And this discompos'd him still Farther. 

There was a minute during wbioh the twu parties 
could hear each other'e breathing. Sir Deakin set doWD 
the nutmeg', wiped his thin white fingets on ft napkin, 
and addrees'd the Captain sweetly — 

" Beibie asking your business, sir, I would bep you 
:*nd your company to taste thie liquor, which, in tb« 
court of Prance " — the old gentleman totik a sip Croni 
the mixing ladle — " has had the extreme honour to be 
pronounced divine." He smack'd his lips, and risinjr 
to liin feet, let hie right hand rest on the silver foot of 
the lamp as he bowed to the Captain. 

Captain Settle's bravado was pl^ly oozing away 
before this polite audacity : and seeing Sir Deakin tastfl 
the punch, he pull'd ofF his cap in a shame-faced manner 
and >at dawn by the tfible with a word of tluuikg. 



"Come In, wx — coma in I" call'd the oM gcntls- 

iil follow yam friend'* example. Twill \x 

■ ocimpiiment to make me mix aootlier bow] wben 

tlue IE Enisb'd." He st^pp'd srouod the table to wel- 

r tbom, still reeting bis luiod oa the lamp, as 

r if for steadiness. I saw his eye twinkle as thej 

' ehnffled in and stood arouod the ohoir where the 

Captain was seated. 

" Jacqaes, bring glasses from the oapboaid yonder I 

And, Delia, fetch np aome chain for our guests-^io, 

:b, pray do not move 1 " 

He had waved bis hand lightly to the door as he 

I turned to us : and in on instant the intention bb well 

I M the bright success of this comedy flash'd upon me. 

There was now no one between us and the stairsj and 

u for Sir Beakin himself, he had already taken the 

Btep of putting the table's width between him and bis 

^ests. 

I toucVd the girl's arm, and we made as if to fetch 
a couple of chairs that stood against the wainscot by 
the door. Ab we did so. Sir Deakin puah'd the punch- 
bowl forward under the Captain's nose. 

" Smell, sir," ho cried aiiJIy, " and report to your 
friends on the foretaste." 

Settle's nose hong over the steaming oomponnd. 
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«il isiD ike UtwI A gngL Uaoe kafA 10 tbe mcIimc- 
13m* «s ■ bowl— • aowa of pua: aad u I i)aflh*d 
IGftoav DeGi thfsosk ti» deennj snd odI la Ifai 
baad rf a« ilwi*, I ao^l » twefcmid Slnapn of &« 
StHlcn nAins tSttt oil ntli one of tbc ftiwi l wi ^ **yT M 
Ae nUteta at Us heek. 

" Dowtatmii*, for fw lib I ** I irhisper'd to tbe 
girif and tsmii^ aa ha blher tumbled {»st me, let kia 
punor nta on aij vwwd, a> on a ipL At the nine 
iDataat, inoUier blade pass'd tliniogfi t^ fellow tnaa- 
tuaUy, and Jaoqaea stood besnl« me, witb tiia fawtk to 
a» liBteL 

Aa «a pnll'd oar Bwofds oat and tb« man drofp'd, 
I had a brief view into tbe room, wfanv now tfaa 
bluing liquid tan <^ the table in a stnsua. Settle, 
•tMnping with agony, had his palms pnss'd afrvnst his 
ancdi'd efetida. Tbe tmt landlord, in trj-ing to beat out 
tbe flames, had increased them hy upsetting Iwu bottl«t 
of aqua Tit», and w*e dAOeing about with three fin|{«n 
ts his aontb. The rest stood Eor the matt [larl dnml> 
founder'd : but Black Dick had bis ptstol lif tod. 

1 1 sprang out for the landing and loand 
ray. Between tfas Oath and th« ropnt I fait a 
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floditeo Bunpe, aa of red-hot wire, aorom mj Iftft thigili 
•ad jiut ftbov« Uie ktuM. 

"Tcoez, camande," said Jacques' voice id my etxi 
i'' k moi la pcirte — h voub le maitre, li^has ; ** and be 
pointed down the staircase, where, bjr tbe glare of the 
conBagratioa that beat past us, I saw the figana of Sir 
Deakin and his daughter Btandiiig. 

But bow can you keep tbe door against a 
dozen ? " 

The FteDohman shmgg'd ioM shoiddeta witli a 
■mile — 

*' Mais — oomme ^ I " 

For at this moment came a meh of footst«pB within 
the room. I saw a fat patmcb thruEting past us, a 
qniet pass of steel, and tbe landlord was wallowing on 
big face across the threshold. Jacques' t«etb snapp'd 
together as he stood ready for another victim : and sa 
the fellows within the room tumbled back, he motioa'd 
ma to leave him. 

I sprang from hie side, and catching the rail of the 
stairease, reach'd the foot in a couple of boonds, 

" Hurry I " I cried, and caught the old baronet by 
the hand. His daughter took the other, and lictweea 
na we hurried him across the passage for the kitehuu 



1KB ruesT a tos ciss vm^ n 

Within, tl» Bbmiabemufl met ao bcr knew by the 

■rttla, har fiut »ad apnw cl the moui hoe. 1 ni* ^ 

. VM Incapablv of itsifiag, and haiten'd tenm IHm ■too* 

r, nd tmt tawmnlt the bui> entiatw«k 

A itraam of icy wind blew in oar fans n we 

■lepp*d OT«r the thnahold. Tbe girl and I bant oar 

heida tn it, aod stombling, trippuig, and putting, pall'd 

J Sir Oulcin with vm oat info the oold air. 

The yaid «*■ no longer dark. In th« rootn abor* 

*a« DD« h&tl poab'd the c&sement opea, letting in tha 

wind: and bjr this 'twas reiyeridsit the room was on fin. 

Indeed, the curtains had caoght, and as we ran, a pennon 

of flame ehot out over our beads, liokin^ the thatch. In 

the glare of it the oat-buildings and the jard-gste stood 

dearly out from the night. I heafd the trampling oi 

r feet, the sound of Settle's voice shoaUng an order, ^itd 

i then a dismal yell and clash of steel as we flung open 

' the gate. 

" Jacques I " scream'd the old gentleman : " my poor 
Jaoqnes 1 Those doga will mangle him with their out 

aed thrust " 

Twaa very singnlar and sad, hut as if in answer to 
^L Sir Df-alcin's cry, we buard the brave fellow's voice; 
^H and a famous shout it must have been to reach us over 
^H the r««nitg of the Harness 
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en SPLINOUI BPOB. 

"Mod iBlttr»— Doa mahnl** b« c*U'd twin, 
then "Sftore-toil" in & fainter voic«, jrtA cli-ar. An>l 
ifter that only a racket of Bfaoat«and oubjries reacL'd 
Without doobt the nUaius hnd overfower'd uk) 
an this brave eervant. Id Bpit« oE our pcnl (for tbc; 
irould be after us kt onoe), 'twas all we could do 
drag the old man from the gate and up the road 
as he went he wept like a child. 

After about fifty j'arda, we tum'd in at a gate, and 
began to cat across a field : for I hop'd thus not only 
to baffle pui'suit for a while, but also to gain the wood 
that we saw dimly ahead. It reach'd to the top of the 
hill, aud I knew not how Car beyond : and as I was 
reflecting that there lay our chance of safety, I heard 
the inn-door below burst open with loud cries, and tba 
Bound of footsteps rmrning up the road after us. 

Moreover, to complete our £x, the clouds that 
been scurrying across the moon's face, now for a mini 
l«ft a dear interval of sky about her : so that right in 
our course there lay a great patch brilliantly lit, whereon 
'Onr figures could be spied at once by anyone glancing 
(into the field. Also, it grew evident that Sir Deakin'a 
late agility wub but a short and euddtin triumph of will 
over body : for bia poor crooked hgs began to trail and 
la^ sadly. So turning sharp about, we struckfoj 
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had gi/ i sliadow, >a^ then pulfd luin dom in « thy 
4iteb, aad lay wiLh » buid eo hu mouth to stifiv 1 
^JKBlkbotw, whik we aonelvBa bvld dot lutatHhi;^. 

1^ nuAcis ante up tfa« raad. {Aiuin^ f»r » naniwit 
b; tiui gMo. I beoM tt onal:, uid mvt two or thie* 
dtrk fotiBs enter tbe fi^U — the ntnumler tetriog fm ap 
the nmd with • gnai tlAtter at boou. 

"Aias, my poor JaoiUMl" tnoiui'd Sir l>eakin: 
"■nd to be batcber'd w, thst nenr in his lUya kJll'd ■ 
man bai ns if be lor'd bim I " 

" Sir," I whisper'd haislilf , " tf vou ke«p this noiae 
I must gag you." And with tliat he was Gilent for a 
while. 

There was & thick tangle of brambles in the ditoh 
where we lay : and to this we owe onr lives. Fbr ou 
of tJte men, conung our way, pass'd widun two yurds of 
BB, with the dat of his ewoid besting thu growth over 
oar h«ads. 

" Kaa-b«> I lUiiben Ged^es I " oall'd a voice by 
the gale. 

The fellow tnm'd; and peeping between the bninble- 
twigSj I Esw the moonlight glittering on his blddo. A 
, iight-bair*d man he was, with a weak ohtit : and 
then I hare paid him out for the fright ho garo lUk 
What'a the coil ?" be eboat^d back. 
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'"Kte Bt&ble-TooFB ablace — for the Lord'f snlu o 
■od save the bosses [ *' 

Ue strode back, and in a minuLe the Geld was deaii 
CiMping out with osutdou, I grew ftWKK of two motH 
fal iac\s : first, that tbe stable was indciKl afire, I 
oeir'd by standing on tip-toe and looking over the liedgfij 
find second, that my knee was hurt by Black Dicfs 
bullet. The muscles had stiffened while we were croueh-_ 
ing, and now paiu'd me badly. Yet I kept it to mya 
as we started off ^ain to run. 

But at the Btile that, at the top of the Beld, led luf 
the woods, I pull'd up — 

Sony I am to say it, but yon must go on v 
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O — oh 1 " cried the giil. 

Tis for your safety. See, I leave a trail of 1 

behind me, eo that when day rises they will track \ 

.^amly." 

And sure enough, even by the moon, 'twaa easy % 
X the dark spots on the grass and earth beiiide t 

stile. My left boot, too, was full of blood. 

She was silent for a while. Down in the valley t 

oould hear the screams of the poor horses. The light ^ 

the flames lit up the pine-trauks about oe to a bri^ 

■carleU 



tm PiJonT di Tin pare wooa 

"Sir, jrua Wld utir grntihudfl iihuply." 

Sbe nnwoiuMl the kerchief fioio hor aatk, aaA 
maiaa^ me mt na the sti)i», bonnd ap mjr knoe skil- 
I fnllT, twistiii^ a ebott stick io the baaibge to rtup tfa« 
1 bleeding. 

I Uunf d her, and m htmied on iato the flepths 

of the wood, treuIiDg ulently oo the deep carpet of 

p)ae>tieed)». *The gniiind rose stoepi; all the way : 

I ud ail the way, tbo* the light grew feebler, tlie mr and 

OQtf^ries in the \-aIIey followed ub. 

Towards the hill'a summit the trees were sparser. 
Lcfoking upwards, I saw that the sky had grown thickly 
orercaat. We croasM the ridge, and after a minute or 
90 were in thick cover again. 

Twaa here that Sir Dealdn'a itreagth gave out. 
Almost withont warning, he sank down between oup 
hands, and in a second waa taken with that hatefol 
ooiDgh, that once already this nigbt bad frighteo'd ra« 
for bis life. 

" Ah, ah 1 " he groaned, between the eposms, " I'm 
not fit — I'm not fit for it 1 " and was taken again, and 
roU'd about barking, eo that I fear'd (he sound would 
bring all Settle's gang on our hecla, " I'm not fit for 
it!" he repealiHl, us the cough left bim, and ho lay back 
helpleu, among the pine-needlsa. 
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TBI flVtlVDtP SrtlB. 

Now, I audontood hk vronls to boar <id lib nnfite 
for (j»lh, itad judfj'd thom rery decent and properly 
Kjioken ) and toot iracaauin to biut thia in ray iiUempt< 
in console bttn. 

" Why, bless the boy ! " lie eried, sitting up uti 
■lariug, " for what d'ye tliink I'm unsuit«d ? " 

" Why, to die, sir — to be sure ! '* 

"Holy Mothor!" he regarded me with surprise, con- 
tempt and pity, all together : " was ever such a dunder- 
head I If ever man were fit to die, I am he — and that* 8 
just my reasonable complaint. Heart alive I 'tis unfit 
to live I am, tied to this absurd body I " 

I euppoee my attitude expreea'd my lack of compre- 

iBion, for he lifted a finger and went on — 

Tell me — can you eat heef, and drink beer, and 
enjoy them ? " 

" Why, yea." 

"And fight — hey? and Hsb a pretty girl, and be 
glad you've done it? Dear, dear, how I do hate a fool 
and a fool'a pity I Lift me up and cany me a step. 
This night's work has kili'd me: I feel it in my lunga. 
Tis a pity, too ; for I was just beginning to enjoy it.'* 

I lifted him as 1 would a babe, and off we set again, 

''jbf teeth shutting tight on the jMiin of my hurt. And 

eeently, coming to a little dingle, about half a mil« 
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BjowB the itiD-«idi>, ireU hiJ with dead hnekco Mi<i bbek- 

herrr btuboi, I oonmluil inth tbe girl. Tke (ilooe wu 

frdl fbiiltflT'd from Uhi wind that rock'd the trco-ntpa, 

tad I fear*d to fp much furtber, for wo mi^ht come ob 

apm coanti7 at aay munietit uod so dtiabtu our peril. 

■ It leian'ti best, tbercftm!, ta lay tli« old gnoUmua 

Ijnugly io the bottom of thisdin^ nod wait tot day. 

pAod with my baS-coat, and a beup of dtied leave*, I 

B him &ur1y easy, reBenrbg- mj cloak lo wmp nboal 

' MiBtrees Delia's fair neck and ehoulJera. But againrt 

I Am at fint she protested. 

" For how are you to manage ? " she ask'd. 
"I shall tramp op find down, and keep \mtcb," u>- 
, flwer'd I, strewing a couch for her beside her father: 
" and 'tis but fair exchange for the kerchief you gave 
• me from your own throat." 

At last. I persuaded her, and she crept close to her 
father, and under the edge of the buff-coat for warmth. 
There was abundance of dry bracken in the dingli', and 
' with this and some handfuls of pine-needles, I oover'd 
I them over, and left them to Bnd what isleep they might. 
Fur two hours atid more after tbis, I bobbluil to and 
fro near them, as well as my wound would allow, look- 
; up at thu sky through the pine-tope, and listening 
to tbo lobbios of the wind. Now and then Z would 
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'lot; mj arms Eor warmth, and brenthe oa tay fii 
tti»t were eomiy beuunibM ; act! ad tbe wliilfl It 
iw OR th« slort, but hunnl nothing. 

Tvna, aa 1 eaid, aanwtbing over two boun aftei> 
ibat 1 tvlt a soft col<I touch, and then another, Iitn) 
kiases on m; forehead. I put up my hand, and looked 
up again at the sky. Aa I did bo, the girl gave a long 
sigh, and awoke from her doze — 

" Sore, I mast have dropp'd aeleep," she said, 
«pening her ejee, and spying my shadow above her: 
•* has aught happened ? " 

" Aye," replied I, " something ia happenings 
irill wipe oat oar traces and zay bloody tTaGk." 

"And what ii ttiat ? " 

" Snow : see, 'tis falling fast," 

She bent over, and listen'd to her father's bi 

"'Twill kill him," she eaid simply. 

I piill'd some more fronds of the bracken to 
them both. She thank'd me, and oSer'd to relieve m« 
in my watch : which I refas'd. And indeed, by lying 
down I shoiild have caught my death, very likely. 

The big flakes drifted down between the pines : till, 

the moon paled, the ground about me was carpeted 

all in white, with the fuliage black as ink above it. 

le stfter time^ aa I tramp'd to and fro^ I paus'd ta 
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tdL OBI/ tflkeatindt k>lW£ii^ft» voitk 

■ IBWU ande, ud tbe gb] «a* fc«M]ii^ »T«r liiB. I 

dmr sear, mj atap act aaoaaaf fa<r. Sir IVaXiaV f w« 
aaa |ale and eiliB ; Int on tha new tbat lud f^lwT'd 
li^ldakiad, larsid<)iaako(l>laad. Toai (hiai kit 
^i■dba ana qmtedaad. 



CHAPTER VIL 

1 VIKD * COUBjIDB. 

Bft I mast go back a little And t«Il joa whAt be£ell la 
my expedition. 

I had Bcarce trudged ont of sight of my Eriends, 
down the hiil, when it atrack me that my fbotprinta in 
the snow were in the last degree dangerous to them, 
and might lead Settle and his crew straight to the 
dingle. Here was a fix. I stood for some misutes 
nonpluse'd, when above the stillnesB of the wood (for 
the wind had dropp'd) a faint sound as of mnning 
water caught my ear, and help'd me to an idea. 

The sound seem'd to come from my left. Turning 
aside I made across the hill towards it, and aft«r two 
hundred paces or bo came on a tiny brook, not two feet 
across, that gueh'd down the slope with a quite con- 
eiderable chatter and impatience. The bed of it was 
mainly earth, with here and there ft large stone or root 
to catch the toe : so that, as I stcpp'd into the water 
and began to thread my way down between the banks 
. of enow, 'twas necessary to look carefully to my steps. 
I there the brook fetch'd ft leap dovu i 



1 won A OOKUIA. 

r tbut ovor • faAutKng lAncw : I 
p I took m tbiiH pIxiB, t&j p 
I must lure mded in this ■ 

a acgUt ahod I epied % dwring WDODg' th« yiai^t mai 

B Ui« riglit of thi> stroun, on tbe tfay rcTge, « hut of 

■ ctutdin^, with K woodnck bohiod il 

T«w « Ifjw bnildiaj*, bat somewh&t \ong, util I 

^d it to b«, ia mmiDCT>4tine, a hsbtUtion ^k- t^« 

id-oatt«is. Bat wbat snrpm'd mc wss to hear a 

doll, moaning noise, very ngulor luul dis()uietiii^, Liuit 

■oocded from the interior of the hat. I list«n'd, Aud 

hit on th« explit^tioD. Twas the sound of Buoring. 

Drawing nearer nith eantJou, I noticed, in thnt end 
of the hut which stood over the stream, a ^p, or wtuJow 
bole. The sound issued thniugh this like Uic whirr^ 
ing of a dozen loomB. " Ho must be an lutontf^iog 
fellow," thought I, " that can enoi'e in this fashion. 
I'll hare a peep before I wnko him." I n-udod down 
till I stood under the sill, put both hands upon it, 
and polling myself up quiet ae a monso, stuck m; 
fiiCC ill at the window— ^nd then verjr ncarlf sat bai-k 
into lb« brook for fright. 

For I had gazed straight down into the upturv'd 
taiKt of Captain Settle and his gang. 
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Hiiw loay T sUiod tbcrc, witb tlie w»tet rtufainf 
put mj uikleK and 1117 body turning fn>to wld to but, 
•od lack Hptin, 1 cannot. t4;ll yoa. But 'twas ODtU, 

rluiarintf BO paose fai the Bleejiera' oborus, I found courage 
for aitotlit<r fcep : and t.h^t must havb been Bom« time. 
Tiicre were bat six rascals bceideB the Captain (so that 
Jacques must have died hard, thought I), and such a 
raiHe o£ arms and legs and swollen nptum'd faces as they 
made I defy yon to picture. For they were pack'd 
close as herringBj and the hut was fill'd up with their 
horses, ready saddled, and rahhiug shoulder to loin, 90 
narrow was the room. It needed the open window to 
give tiem air : and even so, 'twas not over-fresh inside. 
I had no mind to stay : but before leaving fonnd 
myself in the way of playing these villains a pretty 
trick. To right and left of the window, above their 
heads, extended two rude shelves that now were heap'd 
with what I conjectured to be the spoils of the larder of 
1 the " Three Cups." Holding my breath and thrusting 
I my head and shoulders int^ the room, I ran my hand 
along and was quickly possess'd of a bail'd ham, two 
r -capons, a loaf, the half of a cold pie, and a basket 
nliolding throe dozen eggs. All these prizes I Globed 
f one, with infinite caution, 
was gently pulling tht; basket 



^KM AtBA k:9Sci> » Wn flfflTIS &H it#Vr« nff !• 

^ISfc aft av% I qa«MJT {Mcl'tl Um> Iw-krt, ■lunK^ A ^ 

craat^ m mj Wt, made 05 <njr u|i Ihf vUwn- 

T«w tbos IkdvD tbat I (Atsr'd tb«> itingtc, mm) omw 
f» tW sad &^ tiitrab. I «et dpwn tW bam w • 
fiuBg' to W »faam'd nC, uiJ Wd mr b««d. IV pri 

" Mt £KtKer ia dead, dr. 

I (ioo[i'd and ynVd a Imp of Frmh «now ov«r tha 
blood AaiBB. Thetw was no intdnt in (hi> bul to littlt 
the jatj that ebot'd me. Sh« bad sliU to bviu' aUint 
bcr brother, Antbony. TuniiDg, aa by a suildeit 
tbooght, I look her hand. She louk'd inta my pyoa, 
and hex own filU^l with tvan. Tnas thft liuuiau touch 
that looeen'd their flow, 1 think : and sinking down 
again Ixsidi' hiT father, slw i?oi>t her fill. 

" ^kligtrees Killigrow," I said, as soon aa th» Gnt 
TioleDoe at her tears was abated, " I haru alill aona 
nuws that is ill hearing. Your enemies w» unuonipM in 
the woods, about a half-mile batow this" — and with 
that I told my etory. 

" They hav« done thvir worst, rir." 



TBS RPLKmirti ntn. 

Site lookod at me with a question on her lip. 

8wd I, " You Riuit bdivrc mo y«t » cliort who* 
t'fritlinDt gae8tioiUD{f.'* 

ConEidering for a moment, she nodded, " Yoq 
hare a, riglit, sir, to be trusted, tbo' 1 know not wo 
much as your name. Then we must etaj close m 
hiding?" she added very sensibly, tho' with the lu 
word her voice trail'd ofE, and she began 
weep. 

But in time, having cover'd the dead baronet's h 
with eprays of the wither'd bracken, I drew her to a little 
distance and prevail'd on her to nibble a eruE^t of the 
loaf. Now, all this while, it must be remembered, 1 
was in my shirt-sleeves, and the weather bitter cold. 
"Which at length her sorrow allow'd her to notice. 

" Why, you are shivering, sore I " she said, and 
mnning, drew my buff-coat from her Other's body, 
and held it out to me. 

" Indeed," I answer'd, " I woa thinldug of another 
expedition to warm my blood." And promising to be 
back in half an hour, I follow'd down my former tmaia 
towards the stream. 

Within twenty minutes I was baok, numin 
well -nigh shouting with joy. 
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asn itaA ome W a halt T««a Uw muflk«4 tMNi)) «! 
hocSt tins I bavd, «ad ctMptBc k fcit fnrtlKr, I <«tight 
a glliatpee^ bn«tiil Uw tint, of a Wme MmI nAw ili*. 
aifonBg' down the wocnb, R« vw Ih* twt of tW 
putjrtnl^oMc'dfioiii UMfMudof inMOMwid jiiiKl|i\if 
of biu fnrtliei' down tine «1<^. Adru)-*iii|; mi Hw \mt 
witb ngn buIiiDcas, I Edqim] it dMntn). I K-nmlitol 
9f m tbe bank and nmnd to tit* oktnuiiw. Tha mmw 
beCm tt ma tnunplpd and mlliod bjr tho ti,iutiuatli« of 
meo and horses: and aa I DotM) Ihil^ aaow SaUla*! 

»TOM calling Qp tbe sJojy! — 
" Jen; — Jerry Tojr I " 
A Dearet Toice bait'd id aoiwvr. 
" Where's Beulwur" 
" Coining, Captain — cloM behind I " 
"Cime blm for a Imt«rioy idiot! We'vt w»«ln| 
ime enough, as 'lia," eolli^d bnck tha Cnplain. " I U'Vi 
in thnnder is a man to find Uio rood cut of thi» ouranl 
wood?" 

" Stmij^ht on, Cap'n — ynit cun't. miaa ll," ahotittnl 
M)thi^ voice, not two gaoehote bolow. 



\ ra» apuwDiD sfotu 

A volauic of oatiiB poor'd up £rom Settle. T% 
tut wait Tor Uie end of ttiem : hut nui LmIc for MwtnM J 
3)eUa. 

w Together we descended to tli« liaL By tbti time 
the voices had faded awa^ in distance. Yet to tnnke 
Boie that the laecals had really departed, we folloVd 
their tracks for Gome way, beside the stream; and 
Buddenly came to a halt with cries of joyful surprise. 

The brook had led tia to a point where, over » vttmj 
bll veil'd with brown bracken, it plunged into a namnr 
ravine. Standing on the lip, where the water took a 
emoother glide before leaping, we saw the line of the 
ravine mark'd by a rift in the pinee, and through this a 
■lioe of the country that lay below. 'Twas a leval 
plain, well-watered, and dotted here and there with 
houses. A range o£ wooded hills clos'd the view, and 
towards them, a brood road wound gently, till the eye 
loBt it at their base. All this was plain enough, in 
epite of the snow that cover'd the landscape. For the 
sun had burst out above, and the few flakes that still 
fell looked black against his brilliance and the dazzling 
country below. 

But what caus'd our joy was to see, along the road, 
a small cavalcade moving away from ub, with many 
bright glances of light and colour, as their steel-o^ 
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So, m hotu- l«l4!r, I ildv'd hu (*nv« in Uw frllllf 1 

euih, tiliHd by ijie spot wbere he lajr, Sonuhow, I 
aliivtir'd all Uie while, aud fand a iTiutI Rhuatinj; |nua to 
my wonnd tim.t wae liko to Iiave tnoeWd me before the 
taek was ended. But I managed to lower tbi; budy Boflly 
into tbe hole and to cover it reverently from sight ; and 
afterwards stood leaning on my spade and feeling very 
light in tbe head, while the girl knelt and pra.y'd for 
her father's soul. 

And tbe picture of her as she kselt is the last I 
remembeTj till I open'd my eyesj and was amazed 
to find myvelf on my back, aod staring up at dark> 



"oan yon 



" "What has happened ? ** 

" I think you are very ill," said a voice : 
lean on me, and reach tbe hut?" 

" WTiy, yes : that is, I think eo, "Whj is everything 
dark?" 

" The snn has been down for hours. Yon have 
been in a swoon first, and then talk'd — oh, sue! noD- 
•enee ! Shame on me, to let you ca,tch this chill I '' 

She help'd me to my feet and steadied me : and how 
we reach'd the hnt I cannot tell you. It took more 
than one weary hour, as I now know ; but, at the tiou^ 
hours and minutes were one to me. 



! km. tea tfcA w •> A* :iiiiiw> I «H 

cm of uc bae, mt* &■(« a« tW moaai <!•;, tl» gM 

liA Be aiMW ia tbe ksk aai A taemA oi to tks pUk, 

irfaoe, altar asfciD^ &t bwbt eoXttgmt fnt * ph^vwia^ 

■be ma fonel to be eootCBt iritb «n oU wuMA i«finferi 

11 to ho awiingly w«^ dJll'd to bttln and modwiikei • 

^^Lvkooi, tBa a dar"* tnal, she tora'd out of Anofv On 

^^rtiie foartk dkji ffftfing- for mj life, ahe nadfi an<.4b«r 

^^tdonent, and mtoing to a vajcide tavi*ni. putvbaa'd a 

^^■jmt ot a^iu Tits, eairial it hade, and lutxt a |«^tino 

^^■lliat Umnc me into a profuat smat. Th« tmmm ewning 

^vl lat ap, a sound man. 

^H IwUed, BO tiioToa^Iily waa I nooTwr'd that, widtitif 

[ aarly next mornmg, and fii>din^ my swwt nurau aaWp 

from ebeer weoriDc^, id a corner of tlio but, I «tam{or'd 

np &(im my bed of dnml bniclcon, and out. into tixo |utra 

«r. Ban it was to stand and driuk it in like winn. \ 

toeMtp aiods'd me. Tvra* MintroM Dvtia : and lum* 

I held out my hand. 

" Now thin is fami>K»," aaid aUe i " a day or two will 

iee yon sa tcood a man as ever." 

" A day or two ? To'inorrovr at Intoot, I ihttll inaka 
trb] to start." I not^d a vudilon t-haiif**! cut bvr fnos, 
and Bd<i«d : " Indeed, you mast hcaf my rt>a«i>na bafvrt 



TSB SFLKfDID SFCB. 

R aeUiiig SI* dovrn Cor an ingnto ; " uid told hsr of 

I ti* KJjjg'B lettCT that I carried. " I hopud that for • 
vhilft OUT ways might li« toother," said I; andhrok* 
off, for she waa looking mo eariiesfly in thn face. 

" Sir, as you know, my brother Anthony was to 

' hare met mfl — nay, for pity'e sake, turn not your face 
away I I have guess'd — the sword you carry — I mark'd 
it. Sir, be merciful, and tell me I " 

I led her a little aside to the foot of a tall pine ; and 
there, tho' it wrung my heart, told her all; and left her 
to wrestle with this final sorrow. She was so tender a 
thing to be stricken thus, that I who had dealt the blow 
crept back to the hut, covering my eyes. In an hour's 
time I look'd out. She was gone. 

At nightfall ehe returned, white with grief and 
fatigue ; yet I was glad to see her eyes red and swcJ'n 
with weeping. Throughout our supper she kept 
silence; hut when 'twaa over, look'd up and spoke in « 

\ steady tone — 

" Sir, I have a favour to ask, and must risk being 

held importunate " 

" JProm you to me," I put in, " all talk of favoiui 

k bad beet be droppM." 

I " No — Glisten. If ever it befel you to lose father or 
mother or dearly loved friend, you will know how tha 




■-yirt iriMi It irl te-dsj Ac »sa ■acnM EkViMi «lft 
«t lhi^>a. ••>£ I fe Und ooktsn kll gwpniff m Mm 
. sir, 'tM BD mtttei I bad « Ghtlar, 
r, a»d Kmct i»d; bo die for ibp>— ihnw htatw 
Ion *ai loo «a : noA tonbr tbey «tw guua-" 
1 wvold Iiwro ffpobn, bnt abe beld op a hand. 
Nov vlieo joa ^tka of Aotbuoj^— « i](Mr M ^ 
by for wotat tinia daxiJ wiUi grint By littla and 
«a tike truth ^v pUiner, the pain i^'W *W put 
I stood U]< and sUgj^r'd into Lbo «nyx!« to 
I «nit fast and etaught;, hviiliu)* nuthin)t, 
my s«D$es wen all coufns'd : btit in a irhtU 
the tralking elear'd my wiU, and I wuld think : and 
fhinlring, I coald W6ep : and havinvf tropt, mrald fv>rtiC]r 
my heart. H«re is the up«bot, aii^— tho' 'ti« heJd im- 
modest for a moid to a:fk oven far low of a tuitn. Wa 
an hbth bunud for Cornwall — you on an hououiulde 
•a, I for my btber'a «it«t« of Gli>v«, wtuMrftMin 
'fas joux tale proves) aome onseon bands are Uitusting 
me. lUtko we carry our livea iu our liuiidn. You muat 
go forward : I mny not go book. Vnr from u Kin^ vrbo 
cannot ri^lit his omi aETairs there is little h<i|M* ; and in 
Oomwall I hnre sarcr friends thiui he. llioiilurK tiike 
tne, sii^^tuke mc for a eomrade I Am I soil i* Do ynu 
a weary jguniuyV 1 will smile — laugh — Ming — put 




modest 
^^•re he 
^^ktieaiai 
^PEas^oi 



nn 
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Mtrow Iwhind ms. I will luncrire a Uioiiiiuid injn ti 
ehcat the milestoiieB. At tbe first Iiinb of t^inxR, <lisoud 
me, uid go your way with do prick oE ooiudeaoe. 
Only try me — ob, the Ehame of Epeaking thiis ! " 

Her voice had grown more rapid towanis the close : 
and SOW] breaking oS, she put both hands to cover her 
£ace, that was hot with blushes. I went over and took 
them in mine : 

" You have made me tlie blithest man alive,*" 
said I. 

She drew back a pace with a fright«n'd look, and 
would have piiU'd her hands away, 

" Because," I went on quickly, " you have paid me 
this high compliment, to trust me. Proud was I to 
listea to you ; and merrily will the miles pass with you 
for comrade. And so I say — MistresH Killigrew, take 
me for yoor servant," 

To my extreme discomposure, ae I dropp'd her bands, 
her eyes were twinklings with laughter. 

'* Dear now; I see a dull prospect ahead if we um 
these long titles I " 



" ludecd, sir, please yourself. Only as I intend to 
call you ' Jack,' perhaps 'Delia' will be more of a pieee 
tihau ' Mistress Kiliigrew,' " She dropp'd me a mock 
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maiaej. " And aov, Jack, be a good bor, and hitoh 



ant thit quilt a 



s tho hut. ! boiuglit it jrnlcnUy rI • 



SIm.' ended Uii> wntiince vilh tlio pntUicst Uuih 
iblfi ; sad «>, having fix'd her Bcivon, we shook 
I ' huidi on our uaoinde^iip, knd wiili'd eikili other good- 



OHAPTEE Vni. 

I Lon TUB rrao'fl i^errxB; uro am caoilud to 
BttiaroL. 

Almost before daylight we were afoot, and the first ray 
of cold sunahme found aa atepping from the woods into 
the plain, where now the euow was vanish'd and » 
glistening coat of rime spread over all things. Down 
here the pinus gave way to bare elms and poplars, 
thickly dotted, and among them the twisting gmoke of 
farmstead and cottage, here and there, and the morning 
etir of kitchen and stable very musical in the crisp air. 

Delia stejip'd along beside me, humming aii ur or 
breaking ofE to ehatter. Meeting us, you would have 
said we had never a care. The road went stretching 
sway to the north-west and the hills against the sky 
there; whither beyond, we neither knew nor {being 
both young, and one, by this time, pretty doep in love) 
did greatly care. Yet meeting with a waggoner and 
his team, we drew up to enquire. 

The waggoner had a shock of whitish hair and a 
&oe purple-red above, by reason of the cold, ami ptuple> 
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k Un, £« iMk «f • Wtier. Be pmM ^ b 
b aod loov*J u «Knttf ap wid down. 
" Cant," «ad I, " yoa ai* BOt dorf, I itap*, nor 



"Send I m»y dimtI*' Uie Mlow «^ci)lst«d, iln<rlT 
■nd wit!) oDBtemplation i " 'tis ui lUMMml; sight, jivt 
tw-lf>ii>y lo tiie nurchfuKr miudsd. Uaw — luw I " H« 
cdiMk'd liic Uogfat«r w^ikttly uad vtood Uko ■ ifaitie 

iaage beaide his borses. 

" Good RT," saiil Dclin, UyiDg k Wtd on my Ann 
(for I WDA growing nettled), "tout mirth ia n riddle : 
bat uU ns our irar and you lUV fnN* to Uugh." 

*' Oh, Scarlet — Scarlet ! " auswftr'd he : " *itd to mo, 
thst am a man o' blushes from my cradle I " 

Convinc'd by this thnt Uw ft'lloir niiut be ftii idint>, 
I tofd him BO, and left him stAriiig idW m ; »cr hoanl 
the soDnd of his boroea moving aa i^ntin fur miuiy 
minates. 

After this we met about a doz«n on th<> nnd, and 
■U pnus'd U) 8t«r(). But from oni'— an old woniitii — wi' 
leani'd we were walking Iow&tiIb Mar)ln>n>', and uboiib 

I were over the bills nod looking inUi tlio viitliiy 
beyond. 

Twtts reiy like the other valo] only a [doiiauiit 
^iruand aluDg tbo hottam, by Uio Ijuiikii of wliwih 
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thii road took us. Here, bjr ft brid^, we cuoe ton 



tiLD Wjuing 



ties 



n of " The Binad Knoe." and mitvred i 



for CspUin Settle's stock of victuals was now done. A 
•oivfac'd woman met um at tlie door. 

" Do ytm etiiy iiere," Delia utlvis'd me, " and Jrinfc 
a mng- of beer while I bargain with the bostoss for fresh 
food." She follow'd the aour-fac'd woman into the houae. 

Sut out she comes presently with ber cheeks flamit:^ 
and a pair of bright eyes. " Come I " she commanded, 
" come at once 1 " Setting down my half -emptied mug, 
I went after her across the bridge and up the road, 
wondering. In this way we must have walk'd for a 
mile or more before she tum'd and stampM her little 
foot— 

"Honiblel" she cried, "Horrible — wicked-^ 
ahamef ul I Ugh ! " There were tears in her eyes. 

" What is shameful F " 

She made no reply, but walk'd on again quickly, 

"I am getting hungry, for my part," sigh'd I, 
after a little. 

"Then you must starve I** 

"Oh I" 

She wheel'd round again. 

" Jack, this will never do, K you are to have % 
eomn/''^, let it be a Ixjy." 
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"Now, I un reiy passably oontent «fl Ihiaga 



* Ncinsc-iue : nt ifarlboni', I idbu), yoa tiiiirt hay 
ftno a sail of Iki/'s ulotltot. "WliAt are 7011 heaikuning 

■I tboQi^bt I haud (he noin) of gnus— or h i% 
loader?" 

" Dear Jack, don't say 'tis tliunder I I do mortaHf 
f Caar thiinder — and mice." 

" 'Twouldn't be tbimder at this time of year. No^ 
I *tJa goDs firing." 

" Where ?— not that I mind gtmB.** 
"Ahead of us." 

On the far side of the valley we ent«r'd a wood, 

thinking by this to ehortea our way : for the road here 

took a loug bend to eastward. Now, at first this wood 

seem'd of no considerable size, but thicken'd and spread 

I we advanced, 'Twas only, however, after passing 

I the ridge, and when daylight began to fail us, that I 

I became alarm'd. For the wood grew denser, with a 

t tangle of paths criss-crossiug amid the undergrowth. 

' And just then came the low mutter of cannon again, 

I pTn^.ltJTjg the earth. We begsn to run forward, tripping^ 

I jn thfl gloom over brambles, and stumblingi into 
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I m sruDTDio srai. 

For ft mSe or an thb luted : uid tbon, witS! 
waruiotf, I heanl a. sonnd bcIiinJ me, and louk'd I 
to finit Dtjliik situk u]kiii the ground. 

" J«k, here's n to-do I " 

"What's amiss?" 

""Why, I am going to swoonl** 

The words were scarce out, whea there sotmded ft 
crackling and Bnappiog of twigs ahead, and two Qgnres 
came rushing towards us — a man and a woman. The 
man carried an infant in his arms ; and tho' I call'd on 
them to Btop, the pair ran by us with no more notice 
than if we had been stones. Only the woman cried, 
" Dear Lord, save us 1 " and wrung her hands a« sho 
pass'd out of sight. 

"This iastraoge conduct," thought I; but peering 
down, saw that Delia's face was white and motionless. 
She had swoon'd, indeed, from weariness and hunger. 
So I took her in my ^rms and stumbled forward, hoping 
to dnd the end of the wood soon. For now the rattle 
of artillery came loader and incessant throngh the trees, 
and mingling with it, a multitude of dull shoots and 
outcries. At first I was minded to run after tlie man 
■od woman, but on second thought, resolv'd to see the 
I danger before hiding from it. 

The trees, in a short while, grew qtarser, and b*- 



Ill 

* tfc« iliiM I BtuVd » niddj- ItffKt g^win^. Aai 
I I ouBfr 4ot on tn open cjaes npoo tlui liiD-«iilo, 
b s dtp d ctrtfc m front ; ksd beyoed, s loo^ T^fi^sv 
t piaes stmdiBg op blackt bMsot nt a rud gUrr bt*lnad 
ED} aod ttw thftt (bi» aaat not from any ■rtthtg- ma, 
t WW tbe lu^Iit; of • oooS«s*»ti(n. 
Tlte glare daoeed and ^airer'd in like skjr, aa I 
^cnnc'd tba boUmr. It madvenm tleltk's vhtta ^imIc 
1 rosy. Up uoid the pioee I clamber'd, and along 
the riige to wbere it linoLc ■■>ff in a sU'<-p divJivity. 
Aad lo I ia a iiunat« I look'd down as 'twi>re into the 
infernal pH. 

There was a wliole town baraing b«]ow. And in 
ibe streets cneD were Ggbting, as oouM hf told by tJMir 
efaoots and tbe rattle and blaze of mnskctiy. For ■ 
garaient af smoke lay over all and bi<I thorn : only the 
tunnuil beftt ap aa £rom a furnace, and tbe Samea of 
Umung tlifltches, and quick jot« of fire-arms like bg'bt- 
ning in a thunder-cloud. Great sparks floated pasi ns, 
and over the trees at our \Mck. A hot blimt brcAth'd 
on cor cheeks. Now and then you mi^ht hear a human 
shriek distinct amid the din, and thi» spoke torribly 
totbebeart 

Mov the town was Marlboro', and tba attacking 
e a body of royal traops sent from Oxford to oust 
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gitrrison of tlia t^u)i(UIltIIlt, which tbay did 
■fUn« night, with frreat Blang'ht«r, drivin}; the rebel* 
oat of the place, aod bunk on the roEid to Brisbol. U»d 
we giieea'd this, much ill-luok had beeo iparcd xa; bofc 
we knew nought of it, nor wbother friends or foes wera 
getting the better. So (Delia being by this time re- 
oover'd a little) we determin'd to pass the night in the 
woods, and oa the morrow to give the place a wide 
berth. 

Retreating, then, to the hollow (that lay on the lee- 
nde of the ridge, away from the north wind), I gather'd 
■ pile of great stones, and spread my cloak thereover for 
Delia. To sleep was imposBible, even with the wiU for 
it. For the tumult and fighting went on, and only died 
cmt about an hour before dawn : and once or twice we 
were troubled to hear the eound of people running on 
the ridge above. So we sat and talked in low voices 
tiU dawn; and grew more desperately htmger'd thaa 



With the chill of daybreak we etarted, meaning to 
get quit of the neighbourhood before any espied obj 
and fetch'd a compass to the south without another 
look at Marlboro'. At the end of two boura, turning 
north-west again, we came to some wafer- rnoadowB 
rbeeide a tiny river (the Kennet, ae I think), and saw* 
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s UCB mi Ecra'a tMroM. 

wvf bef oadj a hi^b nuad Ibst onWd to our sUa 
(onl; tlva liiidge tna now brokcu down), and further 
yet, n thick saokn earUag u}> ; but wbi^ue \hm <uinf I 
eouJd not aea. N>i<r wb h&J boea ftvoidiog all Moda 
ibis monuo^, und hiding lit mrery aouod at fogUt^pt. 
Bui bungler was making aa bold. I boda I>oIiB cranch 
down by the stitmiL's baak, wbere mmay alders grew, 
and set oS tnwarda thia column of smoke. 

By the spot where the road rross'd I notod tbat 
many men and horses had lately pass'd hereby to wesU 
ward, and, by their footmarkB, at a great speed. A 
little further, and I came on a broken musket flung 
against the hedge, with a nauseous mesa of blood and 
Bondy haire about the stock of it; and juet beyond was 
a dead horse, his legs sticking up like bent polee acroaa 
the road. Twaa here that my blood went cold on ft 
sudden, to bear a dismal groaning not Ear ahead. I 
etood fitill, holding my breath, and then lan torwaid 
again. 

The road took a twist that led me face to face with 
a small whitewashed cottage, amear'd with black stains 
of burning. For seemingly it had been flr'd in nn« or 
two places, only the flames bod died out : and from the 
back, where some outbuilding yet amouider'd, rose the 
BEDoke that I spied. Sat what brought me to a atand 
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o we tha doonray oil ontck'd and du 
across it a soldier stretch M — a gTeeB-emled rebel — uti 

rquitv ^aul. His fiu>e Uy among ibe burnt mina of tlui 
door, tlutt had wofully singed bis beaid and hair. A 
irtaiu of blood ran across the door-etone and into the 
load. 
I was gazing upon him and Bhadderlng, when again 
I heard tbe groans. They issued from the upper cham- 
ber of the cotta^. I stepp'd over the dead soldier and 
mounted the ladder that led upstairs. 

tThe upper room was but a loft. In it were two 
beds, whereof one was empty. On the edge of the 
other sat up a boy of sisteeo or tben;abouts, stark naked 
and moaning miserably. With one band he seem'd 
trying to cover a big wound that gaped in his cheat : 
the other, as my head rose over the ladder, he stretcb'd 
out with all the fingers spread. And this was his 

fJast effort. As I stumbled up, bis fingers cloa'd in 
A epafm of pain ; bis hands dropp'd, and tbe body 
tumbled back on tbe bed, where it lay with the legs 
dangling. 
Tbe poor lad must have heen stabb'd as he lay 
asleep. For by the bedsi'le I found nis clothes neatly 
folded and without a sneei of blood. They were olenn, 
*iwut5h C'lrse ; to thinking they would serve for Delia, 
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1 toolc them, aXhdt witli come «axuplea at robbing- the I 
dad, and iMvenag tbu body with u iiii«eti msilfl mjr wajr ] 
dmroclaira. 

Here, on « hi(fb shelf at the foot ot tba bddur, 
I dtaoovor'il % coaplu i>f Inavw and fome milk, and aim, 
Ijing batd bj, a pair of abephunlV Ebean, wbii^h I took 
also, having a ptirposo for tbem. By this time, being 
■iek enough of th« place, I was glad to make all speed 
bat^ to Delia. 

She was atill waiting among the leafless alders, and 
dapp'd her hands to see the two loaves under my 
arm. 

Said I, flinging down the clothes, and munohiog at 
my share of the bread— 

" Here is the boy's suit that you wiah'd for." 

"Oh, dear! 'tis not a very choice one/' Her face 
fell. 

" All the better for escaping notioe" 

" But — but I like to be notic'd 1 " 

Nevertheless, when breakfast was done, sha aid- 
■mted to try on the clothes. I left her eyeing thsm 
doubtfully, and stroU'd away by the river's bank. In 
A while her voice call'd to m^— 

" Oh, Jack— they do not fit at all 1 " 

" Why, 'tie admirable 1 " said I, rstuming, and 
t3 
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■Minting her. Koir tiiU wxs a 1i« : bat nba took aM 
mw8 Uiao ttVCT, «> (iret^ty nod comicnl mIw lookM tn th» 
dress. 

"And I fiannot wallt a bit in th«m!" sl)« pootod, 
Btratting lip and down. 

"SwiDg your arms more, and let them bang 
looeer." 

"Aad my hair. Oh Jack, I have stich beantifol 
hsiir" 

"It roust come off," said I, pulling the aheant oat 
ol my pocket. 

" And look at these huge boots I " 

Indeed, this was the main irouble, for I knew they 
wodld hurt her in walking : yet she made more Eusa 
■bout her hair, and onjy gave in when 1 scalded her 
roundly. So I took the shears aad olipp'd the chestnut 
dotIe, one by one, while she cried for vexation; and 
took occasion of her tears to smuggle the longest lock 
inside my doublet. 

* • » • • 

Snt, an honr aft«r, she was laughing again, and had 
learnt to cock the po»r country lad's cap raktshly over one 
^e ; and by evening was walking with a swagger and 
longing {I know) to meet with folka. For, to spare her 
the sigbt of the ruin'd cottage, I had taken her round 




to w«& »d v^^ASk ta>i iw . « 

*A — ct* Mtn±iinl salifc : wai Umt 

W* jov^ oTtr • btfd^, pt«ntp into w (nil)KMI ^ ^ 
lAek M they mi laaodiiiv tl^ «a)T*Tv 

"HicT wvn ux ia «1), uiJ muft haw homi Mtlii^r 
like micv : for all i km>«r a£ it is ih*t~ I lukd I'limtiM 
Hm hedge ficst, and was helping Dvlia owr. wttPit ont 
of tfatt grooDd, u it (wm'd, a Toieo ahmk'd, " Kiin— 
ma 1 — tti« King's men ara on tu I " uhI th«i\. mj- ^•At * 
dipping, dowa I w«nt on to the sh<mUl<>n ot a tl>Ui|t>Mt ' 
BUD, aod well nigti brok« \m Mok aa li« turn'd t» Wk 
apat OK. 

At fint, the whole *ix were tor ranniiiK, I tN>lln*», 
Bat 9eeitif> oa\j a lad etreUili'il on lua faoi>, aiid a niWuihI 
oa tiie hedge, the; thought bettor of it> &4nn 1 oauU 
' up, ODt! ]>ftir ot hankie was •I'n-vr't) alniut tnj 

l^aoother at m^- heeli, and in a triiw ihiin> wit vmi* 

lon'd. 

"Fetch the huitorn, Zikx-Iuuiu." 

TwiW quickly lit, awJ thni«t into my tium i ami wry 
foolish I must hara look'd. TUo follnWH w«ro all ' 
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gre«n ocats, mach Hoifd with mm] tui'l puwdor. And 
.■ttiey gnDii'd in my face till I longed to kick tbem. 

" Seiirch the uftlignant I '* cried one. " Qaestdon 

/' cali'd out aiiotherj and forthwith began a long 
interrogtttoiy fineerning the movements of his Majesty's 
troops, from which, indeed, I learnt much concerning 
the late encount«i' : but of course could answer nought, 
Twas only natural they should interpret this silence Cor 
obstinacy. 

" March 'em o£E to Captain Stubbe I " 

" Halloa I " shonted a pock-mark'd trooper, that had 
his hand thrust in on my breast : " bring the lantern 
close here. What's this ? " 

'Twas, alas! the King's letter: and I bit my lip 
"while they cluster'd round, turning the lantern's yellow 
glare upon the saperscription. 

" l^tdfi, there's promotion in this I " shouted the 
ibiok-set man I had tumbled on (who, it seem'd, was tiie 
sergeant in the troop) : " band me the letter, there t 
Zacchceus Martin and Tom Pine — ^yon two bide here on 
duty : t'other three fall in about the prisoners — quick 

march ! ' The wicked have digged a pit ' " 

pogne ended up with a tag from the Psalmist. 
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rch'd down the road for a mile or more, 



I tiD we heard a loud bawling, as of s 
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ly jmin, uid won aaae tc a snull vUlKgc, wlwra, 
K favem latni', liy tJie door, wa« • tnuu iiereb'd up 
[ai a tub) bimI khouttng f»rtli porl-iuiul »E thu Scripblrt 
«amc twenty or more pprecn-ouU uicmbied nraod. 
Our oooducUir ]iuahi9(l [mnI tbe*^, muJ enltjF'd the Cavern. 
At a dmir Ui Ibw Uft in Uxt |>unigit Imi liollml, Mid 
knocking' onoc, tbraat at inede. 

The room was b*re and lit very Aunly by two ttttlow 
oandltt;, set in bottles. Between these, od a deal table, 
lay a map outspread, and over it a man wae bending, 
who loofd up sharply at our entrance. 

He was thin, with a blue nose, and wore a green 
uniform like the rest: only hie carriage proved him a 
man of authority. 

This Captain Stnbbs listen'd, you may be sure, with 
> bright'oing eye to the sergeant's story ; and at the 
close lis'd an inquisitive gaze on the pair o£ us, turning 
the King's letter over and over in his hands. 

" How came this in your possession ? " he ask'd at 
lesgtii. 

" That," aaid I, " I must decline to tell." 

He hesitated a moment ; then, re-seating himself, 

liiolre the seal, spread the letter upon the map, and read 

It slowly through. For the first time T began heartily 

) hope that the paper L>out!u'n'iJ nuthint^ of moment. 
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But the mtta'i ram wu« uo tnilu uf thii. Be 
tlirou;;h tvrioe, foMed it awaiy in bis breast., and 
So the servant — 

To-morrow at six in the nmming we mnttnUQ onr 
mardt. Meanwbile keep thtise fellows secure, t look: 
to you for this." 

The sergeant saluted and we were led out. That 
night we pass'd in hand-cufFs, huddled with fifty soldiers 
in B. hay-loft of the inn and hearkening to their curiouB 
talk, that was half composed of Holy Writ and half of 
gihes at oiir espenae. They were beaten men and, like 
all such, found comfort in deriding the greater miefor- 
tunes of others. 

Before daylight the bugles began to sound, and wo 
were led down to the green before the tavern door, 
where already were close upon five hundred gathered, 
that had been billeted about the village and were now 
forming in order of march — a soil'd, batter'd crew, with 
torn ensigns and little heart in their movements. The 
sky began a cold drizzle as we set out, and tlirough this 
taddening weather we trudged all day, "Delia and I 
being kept well apart, she with the vanguard and I in 
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;ar, seeing 
bobbing in 



>iily the winding oolumn, the dejected 
front aa thoy bent to the slanting rain, 



t^e cottagura that c 



a out to stare as we t 
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fffl^ but tbtf hinree wivi]* of eominand, Um low 
pUiirings of tfad men, and sliraj* tlu> mnnnliinxiti 
ftta»p — tramp through the >]mb nod niin of the roiuU. 
Tm lik4 n bifl drunm tu no, iukI I vriii not dwell oo 
, That night wo jnae^d at Chlppenlutm — a smaO 
m*ikvt Uiwa—ttai on ihc nofrow ni:nt tram ping 
afpaa through worse wentbor, but ulwayi amid tho saitui 
ttghta md sotmda. There were uiomenta wben I 
thonght to go mad, wrenching at my cord* till laj 
wrists bled, yet with no hoi>e to (>6oape. But in time, 
I by good luck, my wit« grew dcaden'd to it all, and I 
march'd on with the rest to a kind of lugubrious sing- 
song that my brain supplied. For hours I went thu8, 
coanting my st«pB, missing my reckoning, and beginning 

Daylight was failing when the towers o£ Brietol 

grew clear ont of the leaden mist in front; and by 

five o'clock we halted outeide the walls and beside 

the ditoh of the castle, waiting for the draw-bridge to 

, be let down. Already a great crowd bad gather'd iibuut 

OB( of those who bad come out to learn news of the 

I d«feut, which, the day before, Gome fugitives had 

I oarriod to Bristol. To their qtiestiooE, as to all else, I 

I listened like a umu in a trance : and recall this only— 

I tiwt fint X waa shivering out' in, the ruin and soon after 



8l:andinf> beside Dolia, andcr f*iuinl of s dooa 
BoMiere, and eliaking with coM, beneatli a ^temy 
tb»t led between the twn wardi* of Uio cwrllo. And 

r&&9, tor an hour at least, we Idck'd oar keeU, aatil 
trom the inner ward Captain Stubba came striding and 
ooronuuided ub to follow. 
Across the court we west in the rain, through a 
vaulted passage, and passing a screen oE carved oak 
fonnd ouraelves enddenly in a great hall, near forty 
yards long (ae I reckon it), and rafter'd with oak. At 
tiie far end, around a great marble table, were some ten 
or more gentlemen seated, who all with one accord 
tam'd their eyes npon us, as the captain brought lu 
* forward. 

The table before them wu litter'd with maps, war- 
lants, and papers ; and some of the gentlemen had pens 
in their hands. But tlie one on whom my eyes faaten'd 
wae a tall, fair soldier that sat in the centre, and held 
his Majesty's letter, open, in bis hand : who rose aod 
bow'd to me as I came near. 

" Sir," he said, " the fortune of war having given 
tfOTi into our hands, you will not refuse, I hope, to 
r Uiswer our queBtions." 

" Sir, I have nonght to tell," onawer'd I, bowing in 
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ilb ft (leticatu wbite luud ha wftv'd my wotda 
He bad a boDibonu!, ineMilote mnotli, and wm, 
1 t«l), of viiij dilEerent degree (rum \iw mereliuto 
j lawyen hcniiin him. 

"Too act oailer anlen from the — the " 

" ADti-Chrurt," put is & anappixh littl« fellow on ha 

" I do notliing of the sort," said L ^^^ 

" Well, then, sir, from King Charles." ^^ 

" 1 do not." 

" Tuflh t " exclaim'd the enappiah man, and then 
' etmightening himseif ap — "That hoj with you — that 
£ellow diBguis'd aa a countryman— took at his boots i^ 
he's a Papist spy t " 

" There, sir, you are wrong 1 ** 
" I saw him — I'll be sworn to his fiace — I saw him, 
s year back, at Donai, helping at the moss I I nera 
[■ forget faces." 

"Why, what nonfiensel" cried I, and buret out 
laughing. 

" Don't mock at me, sir I " he thunder'd, bringing 
down his fist on the table. "I tell you the boy is i 
I Papirt ! " He pointed furiously at Dolia, who, now 
[■ kughing aleo, answer'd him very demurely— 
" Indeed, sir ** 
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" You EK bold tn niak« so oortaio of a Papist- 



" Tliftt cannot «veD tell maid from nuu I " 
"What is meaiit by tbut?" aeks the tall BoMIer, 
opening hU eyea. 

" Why, simply this, sir : I am no boy at all, bat a 

There was a minnt6, daring which the little man 
went purple in the F&ce, and the rest star'd at Delia in 
blank astonishment. 

"Ob, Jack," ehe whlsper'd in my ear, "I am m 
very, very sorry : bnt I eannot wear these hateful clotbM 
mnch longer." 

She tac*d the company with a rosy blush. 

" Whttt say you to this ? " ask'd Colonel Essex— for 
twia he — turning round on the little man. 

"Say? What do I say? That the fellow u ■ 
Papist, too. I knew it from th« first, and this ptovaa 

ai" 



CHAPTER a. 
1 nicKAS OPT op rxiiKM. 

■ You in now to be uk'd to {kim orer the next four 

Eweekain BB many minutes : as woolJ I liod Juue Kt tbB 

§liincl For I spent tlieto in ■ bittlir coM cell in tli« 

I tower of Bristol ke«>p, with a cliair aud a jiallct 

of straw for all my farniture, aad natliiii|r to stiiy lajr 

East but the bi-ead and water tliat tbo jailor — a aour 

. oiMi, if ever there were one — brought me twice a day. 

This keep lies in the north-west comer o£ the outer 

' ward of the caetle — a. mighty tall pile and Btrougly 

built, the walls (as the jailor told me) being a full 

twenty-five feet thick near the foutnlations, tho' by 

I you ascended to the towers this thickness had 

dwin'Ued to six feet and no more. In aha|»o 'twas a 

qaadrilateral, a little shorter from north <o tiouth thaa 

I from east to west (in which latter direction it raetuiur'd 

> sixty feet, about), and had four towers etauiling at i\u 

(our comers, whereof mine was five fathoms Iiipher than 

\ tiie rost, 

Quess, then, how little I thought of esca]ie, hitving 
L Inil unv window, a hundred feet (1 do believe) al<ove the 
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gf4tiQi), nnd Unl M oamrw that, creo witbont. tlM irtk 
bar aaoaa it, 'twould barely l«t my shfiulders pass. 
What ooacei'n'd me more was the oold tbut gniiH''d me 
oontinDally these wiiiW night«, as I lay thmkio^ o( 
Delia (whom I had not eeeu aioce our esiimi nation), or 
gazmg out on the patch of Eroety heaven that was all 
my view. Twas thus I had heard Bristol bells ringing 
for Christmas in the town below, 

Colonel Esses had been thrice to visit me, and 
always ofEer'd many excuses for my treatment; but 
when be came to question me, why of course I bad 
Dotbing to tell, so that each visit but serred ta vex bim 
more. Clearly I was Euspected to know a great deal 
beyond what appear'd in the letter : and no doubt poor 
Anthony Killigrew bad receir'd some verbal message 
from His Majesty which he lived not long enough to 
transmit to me. As 'twas, I kept silence; and the 
Colonel in return would tell me nothing of what bad 
befallen Delia. 

One fine, frosty rooming, then, when T bad lain in 
this distress juat four weeks, the door of my cell 
open'd, and there appear'd a young woman, not un- 
comely, bringing in my bread iiml water. She was tfao 
jailor's daughter, and wore a hcary buncb of keys at 
her girdle. 
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"Ob, good tnorning^I" said I: Far till dow tier 
utr onlj Uod rieitod nue, ftod ttui was a w«Iooiim 

tuitluai] of Kttvnnag durerfnllf (os I look'd for), 
bIw gwc n littU) nod of the beiul, nthor Borrowfol, and 
Aoawer'd — 

P" FatKer'a abed with the ague." 
" Now yoa cannot expect roe to be eoiry." 
"Nay," she said; and I caught her looking at me 
with something like compassion in her blue eyes, which 
moVd me to cry out suddenly — 
^K " I think yoa are woman enough to like a pair of 
^Bwers." 

^H "Oh, aye: but where's t'other half of the pair?" 

^v " You're right. The young gentlewoman that was 

^H^Qght hither with me — I know not if she loves me : 

trat this I do know — 1 would give my hand to learn 

her whtTt'ahouts, and how she fares." 

" BdLtcr eat thy loaf," put in the girl very suddenly, 
rag down the plat« and pitcher. 
'Twaa odd, but I seem'd to hear a sob in her voice, 
[owever, her hack was towards me as I glanc'd up. 
i next moment she was gone, locking the iron door 
ind her. 
I tnra'd from my breakfast with a sigh, having for 
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the XDomeat tasted the hn[>e to iitmr MmcMitng nf IVHa. 
But in * whiip, feeltug buitgrj', I piokM up the loaf 
beside me, and broke it in two. 

To my amaie, out drappM something that jinglfid 
on the stone floor. 

'Twos a small file ; and examining the loaf again, I 
louad a claap-liaife also, and a strip of paper, nentl/ 
folded, hidden in the bread. 

" Dears Jat'i, 

"Col"' Eaaei, fin^g no good eome of hia iotorn^- 
toriea, hath Bet me at large ; tho' I eontinne onder his eyo, to 
<r!t, irith a dotrager of his acqu&ititaiice, a Uiatresa Fiooh. W&o 
dwell in a private house midway down St. Thomas his street, 
in RedoliS: and she hath pat a dismal dreas apun nia (Jiuik, 
'tis hideotts), Imt otherwise uaos ma not ill. Bat take care of 
ttijsetf, mj detire friend: for tho' the Col"' be a geutitmao, ha 
is prest by them abont him, and at onr last interriew I noted 
a miaohief in his eye. Caust nse this &le P — (bat toko care ; all 
de gatea I aaw giiardaj with troopers to-day.) This by one 
who hath been my friend : for whose aake tear the pttjMr Sp. 
And beleere yonr cordial, loTiog oomiade " D. E." 

After reading this a dozen times, till I had it by 
boart, I tore the letter into small pieces and hid them 
in my pocket. This done, I felt lighter-hearted (ban 
lor many a day, and (rather for employment than with 
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MDj Fartlier Ti«w) hegtn hsaij to ntb &way at xaj ma- 
dow l«ir. TliG S}b work*!! wsIL B; mnoo tlia bar vrai 
lixU «i;Tvr'd, nfiil I bralco off to whiatle a tooa. 

"TWn tn toot MB, 

tCMt Ih graoA mulu— .' 
I broka oS to hear the key turuing in m.r look. 
The jailor's daughter eater'd with my swond tatmL 
r eye* were red with weeping. 
Said I, " Does your father beat you ? " 
" He has, before now," she replied : " but not to-da3^" 
" Then why do you woep 1 " 
"Not for that/' 
" For what then ? " 

"For you— oh, dear, daarl How shall I tell itt 
They are going to— to— " She sat down on the chair, 
and Bobb'd in her apron. 

""What is't they are going to do?" 

" To — to — h-hang you." 

"ThodevU! When?" 

" Tut- tut-to- morrow mo-horaing I ** 

I went suddenly very cold all over. Thcro was 

loe for a moment, and then I htiard tliD noise o£ 

e one dropping a plank in the eourt.yard below. 

"What's that?" 
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"■niegog-gof " 

"GBlll'Wi?" 

She nodtW. 

" Ti)u are but a weak ga\," said I, meditating. 

" Aye ; but there's a dozen troopera on the luiding> 
below." 

" Then, my dear, you must lock me up," I decided 
gloomily, aod fell to whistling — 

"ViTTO en tont eaa, 
O'ert le gnad wul n a ■ ■ " 

A workman's hammer in the ooort below chim'd in, 
beating out the tune, and driving the moral home. I 
heard a low sob behind me. The jailor's daughter i 
going. 

" Lend me your bodkin, my dear, for a memei: 

She pnll'd it ont and gave it to me. 

"Thank you, and now good-bye I Stop; here^ • 
kisB to take to my dear mistress. They shan't hang' 
me, my dear." 

The gill went out, sobbing, and locked the door after 



I sat down for a while, feeling doleful. For I 
found myself extremely young to be hang'd. But soon 
tiie whang — wh^ng! of the hammer below roua'd mfr 






I iuax out of pumir. 181 

CnmA* I thoQfflit, " I'D boo what tli»t nuoal ia doiof^, 

any nto," and polling tbi! file Erom my pocket, 

begue t<i attack tli« window-bikT with n will. I had no 

nwd for titeivoe, kt this gieat height «boTO the ground t 

and bedidee, the biuDnuirtag eontimied lustily. 

Dftylight was oloeing as I Gnisli'd my task and, 

pulling ibe two picve« ot tite bar aside, tUnitt my Kuad 

it at the window. 

Directly under me, and about twenty Ceet from the 

ground, I saw a beam projecting, about six feet long, 

over a sort of doorway in the wall. Under this beam, 

on a ladder, was a carpenter-fellow at work, fortifying 

it with two supporting timbers that rested on the sill of 

jflie doorway. He was merry enough over the job, and 

.used overy now and again to fling a remarlc to a little 

group of Boldiere that stood idling below, where the 

iUow's work-bflg and a great coil o£ rope rested by the 

Ider'B foot. 

" Rt^ckon, Sammy," said one, pnlHng a long tobacco 

pipe from hia mouth and spitting, "'tis a long while 

since thy last job o* the sort." 

" Aye, lad ; terrible disrepair this place has fall'n 
into. But send ue a cheerful heart, say 1 1 Instead o* 
the vipur an' owl, shall henceforward be hangings o£ 
Qoanner o* diversion," 
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I kept mj bead oat of eight anii luCitu'd. 

" Whattime Jpth 'a swing?" ulc'd luaUiar ol tbe 
loldiets. 

" 1 heanl tbe CDlonet g^ve otden tor Din* A'ntock 
to-morrow," anKwer*d the first soldier, spitting iiguin. 

The clock over the barbican struck four : aud in « 
minute was being anewer'd from tower after tower, 
down in the city. 

" Four o'clock I " cried the man on the ladder : 
" time to stop work, and here ^oes for the last nail ! " 
He dro\e it in and prepared to descend, 

" Hi ! " shouted a. soldier, " you've forgot the rope." 

"That'll wait till to-morrow. There's a staple ti» 
drive in, too. I tell you I'm dry, and want my beer." 

He whipt his apron round his waist, and gathering 
up hiB nails, went down the ladder. At the foot be 
lack'd up hie bag, shoulder'd the ladder, and loung'd 
away, leaving the coil of rope lying there. Presently 
the BoldierE saunter'd oS also, and the court wae emp^. 

Now up to this moment I bad but one idea o£ 
avoiding my fate, and that was to kill myself. Tons 
to this end I had borrowM the bodkin of the mud. 
Afterwarde I bad a notion of Singing myself from tbe 
window as they came for me. But now, as I look'd 
down on that coil of rope lying direcUy below, i 
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ier aoheme strook me. 1 »t donn «n Uie floor of 
»Dd jrall'd (iff iny loi>t> antl utookings. 

Twae sach u pnittj plan that I (^t iBto » fevi>r of 
impatienoe. Drawing off a etocking and ijioklni; out 
tint ttud of tl]« yani, 1 begun to anmvci tbe knitliitg for 
dear life, notil tfae wbgle lay, a heap of thread, on the 
lloor. I then serr'd tbe other in tbe same way : aiu! ftt 
the caul had two lines, eocb pretty neiii four bundrod 
yards in leng^th : which now I divided into eight 
linee of about a hundred yards eacii. 

With these I set to work, and by tbe end of twenty 
minutea had plaited a rope — if rope, indeed, it could be 
nailed — weak to be sure, but long enough to reach the 
^ound with plenty to spare. Then, having bent my 
bodHn to the form of a hook, I tied it to tbe end of my 
cord, weighted it with a crown from my pocket, iind 
clamher'd up to the window. I waa going to angle for 

hangman's rope. 

'Twaa near dark by this ; hnt I could just dis- 
tinguish it on the paving-stones below, and lotiking 
about the court, saw that no one was astir. I wriggled 
first my bead, then a shoulder, through the ojifiiing, 
and let the line run gently through my hiind. There 
was still many yards left, that could be paid out, when 
1 bean] my coin tinkle softly on the pavement 
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i^twa mj cllfflcnl^. A dozen Htn 
croBB tliL* coil lj«foTO it hitcii'tl ; i 
nom of times tlie ropo ilipped aw 
had rai«'d it ft dozen jftrda. M7 elbow wb« raw, aliDoet;' 
with loaning on the sill, and I befjan to Jose heart and 
head, when, to my dolight, the bodkin caught and b«ld. 
It had fasten'd on a kink in the rope, not far from the 
end. I began to pull up, band over hand, trembling all 
tiie while like a leaf. 

For I bad two very reasonable fears. First, the 
rope might elip away and tumble before it reach'd my 
grasp. Secondly, it might, after all, prove a deal too 
ehort. It had look'd to me a new rojje of many fathoms, 
not yet cut for to-morrow's purpose; but eyesight 
might well deceive at that distance, and surely enough 
I aaw that the whole was dangling off the ground long 
before it came to my hand. 

But at last I caught it, and slipping back into the 
loom, pull'd it after me, yard upon yard. My heart 
went loud and fast. There was nothing to fasten it 
to but an iron staple in the door, that meant losing 
the width of my cell, some six feet. This, however, 
must be risk'd, and I made the end fast, lower'd the otiier 
out of window again, and climbing to a sitting postore 
Jow-sill, thrust out my legs over the gulf. 
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^bKaVtol WAX I tlutt dttrkniMt bwl ^Uon bof'nc ttus. 
lud hitldim the ^idi]y deptlie Uiaw ma I j^rippM the 
tdpenml poati'd mysisit inuli bjr inch thnmgh ihu win- 
dow, wid out orer thf lodq:?. For m. momcni: I dan^lfd, 
witiuHit oonra^ to move b )uuid. Tlieu, wn»tJiitif; my 
Icgii round tliti mpe, I looied my left Itand, ami caaulit 
with it again somo sU iouhw lowor. And eo, down I 
went. 

Minate follow'd minate, and left me stiti descend* 
ingj six inchee at a time, and loolring neither above nor 
below, but always at the ^ray wall that Beem'd sliding 
ap in front of me. The &rst dizziness was over, but a 
aching of the arms had taken the place of it. 
Iwas growing intolerable, when suddenly my legs, that 
sought to close round the rope, found space only. I 
had come to the end. 

I look'd down. A yard below my feet the beam of 
the gallows gleam'd palely out of the darkness. Here 
was my chance. I let my hands slip down the last 
foot or 80 of rope, hung for a moment, then dropp'd for 
the beam. 

My feet miss'd it, as I intended they should ; hut I 
ing both arms out and caught it, bringing mysulf up 
ith a jerk. While yet I hung clawing, I heard a foot- 
through the gateway between the two wards. 
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Hen wu * fix. With all ■p«ml and nilooce X ( 

Biyveir up to th« beam, foaiul a hold with oos kne« 

apoa it, goi astride, and l&y Juwa at InnglH, (latteoitig 

ny body dom sgainai the timlier. Yot nil thu wbilo I 

' Cdt Kiiiv I mnst have been heard. 

The footsteps drew nearer, and pass'd almost nnder 
the gailowB. 'TwaB an officer, for, as he poss'd, he 
called, out — 

" Sei^eant Downs I Sergeant Downs I " 

A voice from the guard-room in the barbicaa 
•aswer'd him through the darkness. 

" Why is not the watch set ? " 

" In a minute, sir : it wants a minute to six." 

"I thought the Colonel order'd it at half -part 
-e?" 

In the silence that foUow'd, the barbican clock 
began to strike, and half a dozen troopers tumbled oat 
from the guard-room, some laughing, some gmmbliDg 
ftt the coldness of the night. The ollicer return'd to 
the inner ward as they dispersed to their posts : and 
won there was silence again, save for tlie iramp — Iran^ of 
A sentry crossing and recrossing the pavement below me. 

All this while I lay flatten'd along the beam, Rcaroe 
daring to breathe. But at length, when the man had 
Itaas'd below for the oxth time, I fonnd heart to 
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wngyb v^lf towsfda tbe dflorvay nvw w1 
g&Ua*n prLitrod<>d. By alow degnesi utd 
wiMtWTOr tlw ff Dow (irow novj I orept cIom up to Ibt 
mil: cbea, waitiatc ^^ p«i|«r ranmeDtj cast mj lu^i 
-onr, (ImgluJ (or a iMand or twu awin^ng royseU 
imrda tiie nil, fiaai;f mj-sclf off, utd, tuuoiiiDft Um 
witb oae Uv, {utchM forward into ttio mom. 
The effect at this wu to prt ne » aooin) cradc ■• 
I vtnick the Hooring, which Uy almut a foot b<-Niw the 
levul oC the sill. I ['ick'<l myeulf up Mnd listnn'd. 
Oatside, the r^iilar tivap of the sentry pn 
not heard me; aod I drew a long brealh, for ] 
Hat- without a Untern he would never spy, in ths 
darkneea, the tell-tal« rope (IiuigHiig from thu lowor. 
In ihe room where I stood all was rl^ht. But the 
flooring was uneven to the foot, and si-atter'd with 
emull pieces of masonry. 'Twiw ono of tho many 
jebambers in the castle that had dropp'd into dit- 
repatr. Qroping my way with both hnnda, aod 
harking my shins on the loose atones, 1 foaud 
a low vaulted pu^mgo that lod mo into a woond 
;hiiinber, empty as the finst. To my doliffht, ths 
door of this was ajar, with a glimnu^r of li){ltt 
eUnting through the orauk. 1 laudu «tnvi;;;]it towwtdi 
it, and pull'd the door softly. It opeo'd, and shuw'd ft 



nd listnn'd. i 

>v'd U bad I 

for I knew 1 

.r,v in th« ^ 
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Unteni dindy burDiag, uid tiu Btaireue ( 
wimlin^ just iii«, up into darkness. 

My chance wa*, of course, to dtJKHiad : which I did 
oo tip-toe, heurin^ no soaiid. The etain twisted down 
and down, aud ended by & stout door with another lamp 
chiniDg above it. After listening a momimt I decided 
to be bold, and lifted the lateh. A faint cry saluted me. 

I stood face to face with the jiiilor's daughter. 

The room was a small one, well-lit, and lin'd about 
the walla with cups and bottles. 'Twas, as I gueas'd, 
tap-room for the soldiers : and the girl hod been scouring 
-one of the pewter mugs when my entrance startled her. 
She stood up, white as if painted, and gasp'd — 

•' Quick — quick I Down here behind the counter for 
your life 1 " 

There was scarce time to drop on my kneefl before a 
eoople of troopers loung'd in, demanding muU'd beer. 
The ^rl bustled about to serve them, while the pair 
leant their elbows on the counter, and in this easy 
attitude began to chat. 

" A shrewd night ! " 

" Aye, a very freezing frost I Lucky that soldiering 
18 not all sentry-work, or I for one 'ud ensue my natural 
trade o' plumbing. But let's be cheerful ; for the roiua 
' o' the turtle is heard i' the land." 
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aSiE mm finaA'd sUuir toiik, mis »nnKir'<l *ift. I 
s it ft<nnR<i M- (iMit t Unfit 

I fat, and jnutsi ost » MAer KwAn^ Myr^ W tli« 
"The nmtB w* NM nf Mvrapcw," «ln 



"TheMlbr?" 
SbeBodd>^]. 

"Quick! *n«w'» n dtwr »l Uw ^r i>it<I, l| liwitU 
to the erjpt of Si. Jot.i.'i Tlwiiel, Voti'll IUmI ih.. Ii<>f 
f'bende it, uul m UoUm. Ilxt U lltitl mixI Mnvl," 6b« 
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pn Me i ny tha knifu (Wp, t lirakc tiw bbde aB 
IW door upon the ^ eidc wu ou'd wiUi iron. 

Troop — iramp ! 

^Pms UuD Mand of b moo's footfidl, and to Hob air 
apfHur'd to tie di:!tcenuinj^ a llt^lit of steps on tlie other 
Eide iJi the door. I bent my ear to the key-hole : then 
stepp'd to a cask of bullets that stood handy by. I took 
ont a dozen, felt in my pocket for Delia's kerchief that 
she had given me, caught up a pike £roni the pile etack'd 
ia the coroerj aad softly blowing oat toy U^t, stood 
hack to be oonixal'd by the door, when it opcn'd. 

The footsteps still descended. I b«ard an aged 
voice mattering— 

" Shrivel my bones — ogh I — ngh I Wintry woik'^ 
wintry work ! Here'e an boor to s^id a gramlfiitheriy 
man a-groping; for a keg o' powder I " 

A wheezy cough dos'd the sentenoe, ai a key was 
with difficulty fitted in the loch. 

" Ugh — ugh I Sore, the lock u' I be n pair, far 
stiff jcjnta" 

The door creak'd bat^ against me, and a shaft of 
tight pierc'd tbp iJarkness. 

W^-[:: iMlt to me, 8tnod a 

gnr-i" Uut fh« luDtem 

iJinok * • pik» againit 












ST. I i/taoi in t^ aiaBiLwii iv»m tt 
FAeCwtfe. 

B-jt wIa* ebie£<r toot tnj tK>ti<>e ««s ft fr»<M •.foM^ 
■tnddwi witli iron uil^ tlut bfttr'd all fxil fn%«n Uw 
phoe. Ow dw IwrrcU I er«pt lAmrd* it. kMiuMK IW 
hoton lugl^ IB duod of 6ting an; Ivnmw pow^orv Tww 
loekt. 

: thhJc that, Km- k monent or twi>, 1 oawVi Wv* 

Bat IB a wliili> Uie> Uiv>ug(it <tmok n\c tlint with 

I mj pocket 'iwas pmscihUi tn ■•nt •wnj- th« 

i the loL'k. " Counijfc I " mm) 1 1 uitl jtiilK 

I, kiutlt down lit witrk. 

ick io li&> hu olway aiotl me Iwtli'r than my tl#> 

At an Iiour'B eud tlu^rv I waa, liMvliinK rnvmy 

ISy, jrol UmI luaju but llttk ji.; r^i.i. An.l (l.oii, 




142 



Tni 9PLim»tD irin. 



pmslu^ Ili« loiiTe ildapi I brake tfia blail« off ■bWbl 
The door upoQ thu fai «idu wk* cae'd witli iron. 
, Tramp — Irdmp I j 

'Twus tho eouod o! b man's footfidl, uii to the ear ' 

apjwar'il to be deaconding a tliglat of steps on tlie a\ha 
side of the door, I bent my ear to tiie key-hole : then 
Btepp'd to a cask of bullets that stood handy by, I took 
out a dozen, felt in my poeket for Delia's kerchief that 
ehe had given me, caught up a pike from the pile etack'd 
in th« Qorner, and eoftly blowing out my light, stood 
back to be conceal'd by the door, when it opon'd. 

The footsteps still descended. I beard an aged 
Toice muttering — 

" Shrivel my bones — ugh I — ug:h I Wintry work- 
wintry work ! Here's an hour to send a giundfatiieriy 
man a-gropiug for a keg o' powder I " 

A wheezy cough clos'd the sentence, aa a key was 
with dilBculty fitted in the lock, 

" Ugh — ugh I Sure, the lock an' I be s pair, for 
gtiff ioint^" 

The door creak'd back ag^ust me, and a shaft of 
light piere'd the darkness. 

"Within the threshold, with his b&ck to me, stood a 
gray-bearded servant, and totter'd so that the latttam 
Aoek in his hand. It aham'd me to lift a pike againct 



t BJiuK on or sm-ojf. IW 

40 W(4k, Iti»teud, I Jmpp'il it witli a nlaUcr, anil 
leii|it fanvBrd. Tlie I'ld fL-Uon jnmp'd liho * Utjr, 
iuro'd, and t&o'd me witli ilropp'd jaw, whioli gave nu 

opportonity to lliriut (Vjtir or Rvo l>itli«t<, not ovor 
laghjjr, into bia montb. Tbciij haviiif; tiorn'd him aa 
lliia bbclc, I stm]i|''d tXtlb'* kenbief tight suoom hit 
.toonlJi, aad took the laatcrn (rom his hand. 

N<]t n word waA nud. Stircj the pntn" oldmau'E wita 
were fihakun, for he lay mitvlc u* a inoiuo, and etar'd np at 
', while I unstrajtp'd hia Ijelt and bound hie feet with 
it. His hands I tmsa'd up liehind him with his ovni 
DCckcloth ; and cutching up the lantern, left him there. 
I lock'd the door alter me, and elipt the key into my 
pocket ns I sprang up the stairs beyond, 

But here a light was ghining, so onee more I ei- 
iJngliisb'd my lantern. The steps ended in a long passaga, 
with a handaome lamp hanging at the uttermost end, 
and beneath this lamp I stepp'd into a place that hll'd 
ma with astonishment. 

'Twaa, I could not doubt, the entrance hall of the 
jfovemor's htiuso. An oak door, very massive, fronted tne ; 
to Idft and right were two smaller doora, that plainly 
led into ivp«.rtments of the honse. Also to my left, and 
Digbcr titan the door on that side, ran up a broad etair- 
oatc, wptitcd and brightly lit all the way, so that a verf 
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■ blmie fcU on orn u I sUxnI. Under the first Aighi, oSST* 
I to my left BUrtoIdLT, ma n lini! iiF pv^ mth many 
I doab? nud hois <lflpvn<ling tlicr-from. Underfoot, I 
E -nmetober, the hall -vna mMy. tiled in Niumr«« of ml aad 

white niarbit!. 

Now clearly, thia was a cei-tain place wherein to be 
caught "Bat," thought. I, "beliind one of the two 
doors, to left or to right, must lie the governoi's room 
of buainesa ; and iu thut rriom — aa likely as not — liiS' 
keys." Wliich door, then, should I ehoose? For to 
eUy here was muduess. 

While I stood pondering, the doubt was answcr'd 
for me. From behind the right-hand door came a buret 
of laughter and elinlcing of glasses, on top of which a 
man's voiee — the voice of Colonel Eases— call'd oat for 
more wine. 

I tool; a step to the door on the left, paus'd for a 
Becond or two with my hand on the latch, and then 
csutiously push'd it open. The chamber wiia empty, 

'Twas a long room, with a light burning on » 8C]uare 
oentro table, and around it a mass of boulcK, loose papcn 
•nd documents etrewn, seemingly without order. The 
fioor too was litter'd with thiim. Cleaj-ly this vn» the 
Colonel's o(Bc?. 

I gave a rapid gUnce around. The Ump't rajt 
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Shaoe'd Ck &r oaeaea; but is one cf ( 

it • MC «ta 1 M j.'bii,. fall of smcds, paehal*, mi.1 ««lk> 

AatioajF^ nnxd. a »y Mi i» i t)t«n uBaued t 
pkef haj lakes it ffnn me «a tb ibr of nr ositib. 
Batkn}; wtiidi now I t»c4 4u*Ta u>d «tf«(>p'«l at nf 
■de. I tbe& dMw <mt a {unol or two. tii|it th«ia into 
Wf Ksk, and aJvanocd 10 tJii> txatn tat>l& 

Coir iJie lamp ligli! lav 11,5 Majesty's l^'UiT, r^pcn. 

Mj bud waa strMch'd OQl ta Muh it dp, wh«n I 
bend wanes the hall a <ioor op««*d, and tho sxind of 
Baj^B Toicts. They wen mming towartla tbi' KtSiv. 

Tbcre was tuircs timo tii slip back, and htrfc bctuiKl 
the wreen, before tlkc door-ktch yna Uf t«d, and two nt^ 
ealerM, lauj^hiug yet, 

"BiuiiiesB, la; lunt — bannecs," «jd tl)« SnI (*hnw 
Ckilonel £esex} : " 1 hari! moch to do to-nij^'lit,*' 

"Sure," the otlior u^wcr't), "I thoii^Iit wv Iiail 
aettied it. Yoo an to lend me a Umacatid nut of your 
ganison " 

" Which, oa mf own part, I would willingly <lo^ 
Only I beg yon to cuDKidtn-, my Ion], that tiiy pofitton 
hen hangs oa a thmid, Tlie esUwtng num nro alnuuljr 
t th«y Utik of iviJuuiiig me by FieiinM ** 



I 

I 



" Nat VlcniHM u no soldier." 

" Xu ■- liat Ite's & bt^>t^^i itrougor recommeiidatiaa. 
innld tbU pLiii mUearr^'j awl I lew; a tliutudoil 

Heavens allvcj man t It cannitf- Diiscnrry. Hurk 
ye: tliere's Uutlien of Plymontb will take tbe soatli 
rnnd with all his forces, A day's march behind 1 
fihall follow — along roads to northward — parallel tor a 
Way, but afterwards oouvet^ing. The Cornishmen are, 
dl in Bodmin. We shall come on them with double 
tb lir number, aye, almost treble. Can yon doubt tbo 
issue 1 " 

" Soarcely, with the Earl of Stamford for General." 
The Earl was too far occupied to notice thia com^di- 
IVient. 

Twill be awift and secret," be said, "as Death 
bimself — and as sure. Ijetbe the fact that Hopton ie 
ftU at eixcB and sovens since the Marfiuis shipp'd for 
"Wales : and at daggers drawn with Moliun." 

Said the Colonel slowly — " Aye, the notion is good 
enough. Were I not in this corner, I would not think 
twice. Listen now ; only thia morning they foro'd me 
io order a young irian's banging, who might if kept 
sXwi be fore'd in time t« g:ive na news of tiUub. I 
dar'd uot refuse-" 
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■i*Bethatyi]ii tutuglit witb the Einjj^fi IcM&r?" 

"Aj'c — a frumpery mUsivif, doJing with nati^t 
nt Bummotiin^ of tiie dumS'epotM wotl the lilo*. 'iltere 
• nitiK lieliiiid, could vie hat wait tn f^b ut it." 

'' Thv gAlluws rony locuiftn liU ton^ir. And bow of 
Hue pxi tliBt via toton too? " 

"I havt' hTliii s«fe Itecping. ThU very evtming 
Pi fhiJI visit: her, and mftko utuitlii'f trial to get Bome 

Wvpecvh. Which puts mo in" mind " 

The ColoDL'l tinkliid a flmall liand-bell that lay oa 
|.tiie tabla. 

The patiae that followed was broken by the Earl, 
" May I eec th« letter ? " 

The Colonel handed it, and tinkled the Bell again, 
V jDore impatieDtly. At length Bt«ps were heard in the 
I haXi, and a 8crva.rt opao'il the door. 

"Where is Giles ?"ask'd the Colonel. "Why are 
I jou taking his place ? " 

" Giles can't be founil, your honour." 
"Hey?" 

"Hc'a A queer oldster, your houonr, an' may \» 
me to bed wi' his aches and pains," 
(I kouw pretty well that Giles bad done no such 
thing: Imt be bqto I kept the knowledge safe behind 



" Than go wwL faun, uul nay Ho, >tnp : I ( 

mH. Onler tbu iionoh srunnil al llic luirbii-an in tweoty 
minalu from uow — twenty minutes, miad, withi>ut hit. 
And my— 'twiTl Bsve time — ^th« fellow's to driro nw to 
Histreeg Fiucli'a house in St. Tliomas' Street — starfi ! " 

As the raan departed OH his erraLdj the Earl laid 
down His Maji-s y'a letter. 

"Ihm^tW fellow," he said, "if they want it: the 
blame, if any, will be thi^irs. But, In the iiaitid of 
Heaven, Cdlooel, don't fail in lending me this thousaod 
men I Twill finish the war out of hand." 

" ni do it," answered the Colonel slowly. 

"And I'll remember it," said the £arl. "To- 
morrow, at six o'clock, I set out." 

The two men shook hand a on their barg^ and left 
tbe room, sbutting the door al't«r tbem. 

I crept forth from behind the screen, my heart 
tliumping on my ribs. Thus far it had been all fear 
and trembling with me ; but now this was chang'd (o 
I a kind of panting joy. 'Twas not that I had spied 
the prison keys bunging near the fire-place, nor that be- 
hind the screen lay a heap of the Colonel's ridin^boota, 
whoiwjf a pair, ready epnrr'd, fitted me choicely wallj 
bot that my cars tingled with news that turn'd my 



I 
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Meai]i(] to K nutter of paMio wdfniw: utd »1m tttal 
tb» ar^y to owupo lay plouu'd In my buod. 

Sliid in Uic Culiinitl's Ixiote, 1 advuiv'tl again lo Uie 
tebk). With Malin^wnx awl tha GovKmor*! sual, that 
hy bandy, I doc'd vp tho Kin^e letter, and Btiokiiig it 
in my breast, cnngbt dowu the buueli oE bvys and m«de 
Ear the dnor. 

Th« hall was void. I aD^tdi'd dono a cloaJc and 
bea%'y broad-brimm'd hat from one of (!io pcijs, and don- 
ning them, slifip'd back die bolts of the heavy door. It 
op^ied without noise. Then, with a lust hitch of the 
cJouk, to bring it well about me, I stepp'd I'urth into the 
night, Bbnttiug tho door qiiit-tly on my heels. 

My feet were on tho pa-vemeot of tho iuoer ward. 
Above, one star only broke the blackness of the pight. 
Across the court was a sentry tramping. As I walk'd 
boldly up, ne stopp'd short by the gate between th» 
wanls and regarded me. 

Now was my danger. I knew not the right toy for 
(be wiuket : and if I fumbled) tlie fellow would detect me 
for certain. I chose one and drew nearer ; the fvUow 
look'd, sainted, etcpp'd to the wicket, and opeu'd it bim- 

'* Gt>od-r.t|^bt, Colonel I " 

I did not trust myself to answer : but pasted 
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tbnmsb to the oatcr vmti. Hc», to 
ia tiiv urr'liM [UL>aa|;c ut Uto burliiian grntij, nvn* lli« 
oorrioge traitinj*, th<! porter tslnmlin^ l^osiiio Llio tloor; 
id hme liao, to my dismay, vraa n torch aligbtj uid 

Icr it. liulf-o-ilozisn soldicn clmtting. A whiepcr 
pws'd on my approacli — " The Coboel I " and tbey 
turned into t.he giianl-room. 

"Good evening. Colonel I" The porter bow'd low, 
holding tlic door wide. 

I pass'd him rapidly, cUmb'd into the shadow of 
the coach, and dreir a long breath. 

Then ensued a hateful pause, aa the great gates were 
nnbarr'd. I gripp'd my kneea for impatience. 

The driver spoke & trord to the porter, who came 
IDond to the coach door again. 
I "To Mistress Finch's, is it not ? " 
I " Ay," I muttered ; " and qmckly." 

The ooaijhman touched up his pair. The wbeela 
mov'd; went quicker. We were outside the Castle, 

With what relief I leant back as the Castle gates 
;Bloa'd behind ns ! And with what impatience at our 
ilow pace I sat upright again next minute I The 
wheels rumbled over the bridge, and immediately 
we wore rolling easily down-hill, through a street of 

le importance : but by this timo the shutters wera 
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op tlnnif tlie eliop-fniate luid verj fen people nbrnid. 
At tha tMttnm we tuniM 4hup w tlie left aloti^ ■ 
WtMuIut thoroughJiiro : Mnd tlioti tuililvnly draw up. 

**At6 W8 eonui?" I woDder*)]. Bat no: 'twas iha 
dty gntt. And fwre we liad bo wait for Utrec minutes «t 
lOBst) till (iho ».iitn<]fl rr<:oj>nts'il tho Co)on«l's coach and 
open'd tlie ilaora to as. They etond dd tlua side ind 
thftt, pres^tiiig arms, as we mtUdd Uirough ; and next 
moment I was crossing a broad bridge, witli the dark 
Avon on either aide of me, and the vussols thick thercfjn, 
their lanterns casting long lines of yellow on the jetfrj' 
water, their masts and cordage looming up against th« 
dull glare of the city. 

Soon we were between lines of building onoe mora, 
shops, private dwellings and warehouseB intermixt ; (hen 
pas'd a tall church ; and in about two minutes more 
drew up again. I look'd out. 

Pacing roe was a narrow gateway leading t« a houaa 
that stood somewhat back from the Bti-eet, as if slipping 
sway from between the lines of shops that wodg'd it in 
on either hand. Orer the grill a link w:i8 burning. I 
atepp'd from the coach, open'd the gate, and orosfingr 
tlie small oourt, rang at the house belL 

At first there was no answer. I rang again : ant) 
DOW bad the aalisfaotioa to hear a light footfall coming. 



THK 9»i^M>(D airVit. 

I bolt WHS pull'd and n gitl appeor'd bolding* kf 
pgb in Iier Uud<1. Quiak m tlwugfat, 1 tt«p])M put 

" Delia I " 

" Jack I " 

"Hist! 
Finch ? " 

" Upstair 
day I Come- 



Close the door. Where is Mistresf 



. expecting Colonel Essex. 
— " she led mo into a, nar 



Oh, the happy 
ow lisflk room 



and setting down the lijjht regarded me—" Jaok, my 
[ vjes are red for thee I " 

" I see they are. To-morrow I was to be hang'd." 
She put her hands together, uatching her breath : 
Iftid very lovely I thought her, in her straight grey gown 
isd Piirilan cap. 

"They have been questioning me. Didst get my 



The answer was on my lip when there came a'soand 
['tliftt made us both start. 

'Twiis the dull echo of a gun firing, ap Et the Oaatle. 



■' Delia, what lies at the linck here ? " 

' A garden and a garden door : after these a lona 



y jealing 



Redcliff 

must go, th 



StreeL" 
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' did not Wkit nty utawrr, but Tonniiig oat 
into tJie pumgii, <be uuaa vwiftly buck writli » hear/ 

f " Delix 1 D»4ia I " Tivoa * woDun'a Toioe c&Uiag^ 
fut, at ibe bond of fcbc eUurs. 
I " Aye, >{iatn>uii Koch." 

" Wbo mw tltal at tJie door?" 
r I ppnti^ into th« ganlaa aaJ held fortb a band 
lo DiOiik "III one nidniuiit, mistresal" i:ull'tl' abe, 
sad in one moiiient was hurrying with me sutoss the 
dark g^arden heila. As she £tt«d tbe key to the garden 
g»t«, 1 heard the Toioe ao^aiii. 

■ "De-lial" 
Twos drown'd in » wild rat-a-tat! on the street 
door, and tbe shouts of many voices. We were closa 
ptcea'd. 

"Now, Jack — to the rij^bt for our Uvea 1 Ah, these 
olnmsy skirts I " 

We turn'd into tbe Una and rac'd down it. For my 

I port, I flwi»ra to drown myself in Avon ratber than let 
tlto«e troopers retake me, I beard tbeir outcries about 
%ba bouse bebind us, oe we stumbled over the frozen 
Tubbueb'boape with nbicb tbe laoe was hestrewD. 
"What's our direction? " panted I, cat«bing Delia's 
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" To the left now — for U» rivBr." 



We struitk laUi u lutmiv 
i a watchmaa bitnl — 



niJi^-ttfwt ; tad tritb tint 



I 
I 



" pMt »in« o' the niffHp am' a — ./ ** 

The aiiock of our collision sent lilm bo finish tua «aj 
n tlie gutter. 

' Ttievea I " he yell'd. 

But already we were twenty yarda away, and now in 
ft broader atreetj whereof one side was wholly lin'd with 
warehouses. And here, to oar dismay, we heard shouts 
behiud, and the noiae of feet running, 

About half-way down the street I spied a gateway 
standing ajar, and pull'd Delia aside, into a courtyard 
littfir'd with barrela and timberE, and across it to a black 
empty bam of a place, where a lliglit of wooden steps 
glimmer'd, that led to an upper storey. We olimb'd 
tiiese stall's at a run. 

" Faugh t What a vile amell I " 

The loft was pil'd high with great bales of wool, as 
I found by the touch, and their odour enough to satisfy 
ftu army. NevertheteBS, 1 wae groping about for a 
place to hide, when Delia touch'd me by the arm, and 
pointed. 

liooking, I descried in the gloom a tall quadrilatetnl 
«f purple, not five steps away, with a speck of ii^ht 
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ehiiUD^ near Um ta]> of il, mil (brae du4t etreska roa- 
BO^ dnwB the midd!^ wfaeroof one wim much Uiivkur 
tbnii thv rest. Tmu as open doomj* ; th« epwk, k 
ctar (ram*<i wilhtn it; the broad streak, & ship's nuut 
teaching op; and the lesur oQ» two oodx nf k npa^ 
iTorkin<; over & pulley above my head, ind used for 
lowering the bales of wool on ship-board. 

AdvBDCiagi I stood on tbe sill and look'd down. On 
' the black water, twenty feet below, lay a three-maated 
trader, close against the warehouse. My toes stuck ont 
over her deck, almost. 

At first glance I could eee no sign of life od board i 
but presently was aware of a dark figure leaning over 
the bulwarks, near the bows. He was quite motionleaa. 
His buck W3S towards us, blotted against the black 
shadow ; and the man engng'd only, it aeem'd, in 
watching the bright splash of light flung by the ship's 
!ant«m on the water beneath him. 

I resolv'd to throw myeolf on the mercy of this 
silent figure; and put out a hand to test the rope. On« 
end of it was fix'd to a bale of wool that lay, as it had 
been lower'd, on the deck. Flinging myself on the 
other, I found it eink gently from the pulley, as the 
weight below moved «luwly upwards : and sinking witji 
it, I b«ld on till my feet touch'd the deck. 



tan frLRHDlD trVM. 



I {mill out my entl vf llie tope softly, lowmo^ (wDb 



' bale of wool : and, as Boon aa it Ksted 



Hgaiti ( 



)ck, fiignall'd to Delia to let herself dowa. 

She did so. Ae she alighted, and stood beside me, 
DOT hands bungled. The rope slipp'd up quickly, letting 
down the bale with a run. 

We caught at the rope, and stopp'd it just in tima : 
but the pulley above creak'd vociferouBly. I tum'd my 



The man in the bows had not mov'd. 




CHAPTER X 

CAFUIH HRTSBT Aim CUITAnr WWTnm. 
''Now either I uu mad ar draaaiag," tliought I: tat 
that the f^low had not beiml our noire wu to ma 
Btsridy incredible. I et«pp'd uloag the (iack towuds 
bim : not an inch did h^ budge. I toach'd him on tbs 
Bboulder. 

He fac'd round with & quick etart. 

" Sir," eaid I, quick and low, before he could get a 
word out — " Sir, we are in your hands, I will be plain. 
To-night I have broke out of Bristol Keep, and the 
Colonel's men are after me. Give me up to them, and 
they hang me to-morrow: give my comrade up, and 
they persecut* her vilely. Now, sir, I know not which 
side yon be, but there's our case in a nufshell.*' 

The man bent forward, diaplaj-ing a huge, rounded 
-£ace, very kindly alwut the eyes, and set atop of the 
oddest body in the world : for under a ti-uuk extra- 
ordinary brood and strong, straddled a pair o£ legs that a 
haSyy would have disovra'd — ao thin and stunted were 
they, and (to make it the qneerer) ended in feet the 
most prodigious you ever saw. 



)8 TOB spuDroiD aptn. 

A* I mM, tliU nun leant forwanl, uiil abnuted iate 
y ear bo tlutt I fairly L>a])t in the iut-~ 

"My oamc'e Pottwy — Bill Pottery, cap'n o* the 
hiund — an' yon cant make tna Lear, not if you bull 
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YoQ may think this pat me in a fiue quandary.' 

" I be deaf as aails ! " bawl'd he. 

Twaa horrible : for the troopers (I thought) if any- 
where near, could not miss hearing bim. His voioe 
shook the veiy rigging^. 

"... An' o' my crew the half ashore gettin* 
dmnk, an' the half below in a very at^iiompHgh'd state 
o* liqaor : so there's no chance for 'ee to speak I " 

He paus'd a momentj then roared again — 

"What a pity I 'Cos yon make me veiy curious — 
that you do I " 

Luckily, at this moment, Delia bad the sense to put 
a finger to her lip. The man wheei'd round without 
another word, led us aft over the blocks, cordage, and all 
manner of loose gear that encumber'd the deck, to a 
ladder that, towards the stern, led down into darkness. 
Here he sign'd to us to follow ; and, descending first, 
threw open a door, letting out a faint stream of light in 
our faces, 'Twas the captain's cabin, lin'd with cup- 
boards and lockers : and the light came from an oO 
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lamp bftDgiap over & ii&rTOff de*l table, lly Uii* li|{lil 
Captain Billj' ■oratiuii'd us for an instant : liu-ii, from 
oae of Ilia Inclccra, liroiight init fcn, puper, util tot, ami 
wt tfawB dd tfaft tabic before mo. 

I cfluf^ht up tbe pen, dtpp'd it, and bcfjan im miti}^ 

" I un Jobti Murd, a aemuil cl King CfaidM ) tad this 
nlgbt Ml BKxp'd rat nI Biuto) OuUo. If joa ba ^* 

ThoB far I bad written witlioat glanoiog up, in tern 
to read the disappointment of my hopt's. But ni'w t.lic 
pen was caught sudtleiily from my fingers, tbe paper 
torn in Bhrede, and there was Master Pottery shaking 
US both by the band, nodding and becking, and smiling 
the while all over bis big red £a«e. 

But he ceas'd at last : and opening another of his 
lockers, drew forth a bom lant<?m, a mallet, and a chisel. 
Not a word was epoken as be lit the lantern and pass'd 
out of the cabin, Delia and I following at his heels. 

Juet outeide, at the foot of the steps, he stoop'dj 
pull'd np a trap in the flooring, and disolos'd another 
ladder Btretehing, as it seem'd, down into the bowels of 
the ehip. Thia we descended carefully ; and found our- 
aelveK in tbe bold, pincliing our noses 'twixt finger and 
thumb. 

For indeed tlie smell here was searching to k 
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mrf painful il^frw : for Uhs room » aa ouro», and 
Rrory inch of it contested by two puissant emanws, tbn 
pni« of r»w wool, the otlier of b:Ig©-wttt«r. With wool 
bhe plaoe was pil'd : but also I notic'd, not Ear firom tiu 
'Uiider, several casks set on their ends ; and to these tlto 
'Captain led ub. 

They were about a dozen in all, gtact'd close together i 
md Master Pottery, rolling two apart from the rest, 
imgg'd them to another trap and tugg'd out the bungs. 
A stream of fresh water gusb'd from each and splash'd 
down the trap into the bilge below. TheOj having 
drainM them, he stav'd in tiieir heads with a few bloivs 
of hie mallet. 

His plan- for as was clear. And in a very fen 
minutes Delia and I were crouching on the timbers, each 
with a cask inverted over us, our noses at the bung- 
holes and our ears listening to Master Pottery's footsteps 
as they climb'd heavily back to deck. The rest of the 
casks were stack'd close round us, bo that even had the 
gloom allow'd, we could see nothing at all 
"Jack I" 
"Belial" 

« Dost feel heroical at all ? " 

" Not one whit. Tliero's a trickle of water mnaing 
>wa my back, to begin with." 



ft 
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AdiI my orwu it itfiues; aod ob, wlutt ■ bab^ 
itmcU I Say eomelliing' to me, Juilc'' 

My dear," laid I, " Hum i» one Uilng' I've Ixwu 
loaging liitM weeks to say : but Hub seems aa odd (ilaue 
rit." 
"Whatis't?" 

I pDre'd up xay lipe to the bang-hole, and — 
" I loTB you," said I. 

There was silence for a moment : and then, withia 
. Delia's cask, tbe soimd of muffled laughter. 

" Delia," I nrg'd, " I mean it, upon my oath. Wilt 
L marry me, sweetheart? " 

" Mnst get out of this cask first. Oh, Jack, what a 

1 dear goose thou art I " And the laughter began again. 

I was going to answer, when I heard a loud shouting 

overhead. 'Twas the sound of someone bailing tbe ship, 

and thought I, "tbe troopers are on us ! " 

They were, in truth. Soon I heard the noise of feet 
I above and a sb-ing of voices speaking one after another, 
louder and louder. And neit Maeter Pottery began to 
answer up and drown'd all speech but his own. "When be 
ceas'd, there was silence for some minutes : after which 
we heard a party descend to the cabin, and tbe trampling 
of their feet on tbe boards above ne. They remain'd 
t)4ere some while discussing : and Uten came I'ootsteps 
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Mdwn the BOociDd bddur, and « Imnlclfl of light r 
VtDO through the bang-hole of mj cneli. 

" Qoick I " saud a hua^ vaioe; " ovcibikul th« wzgo 
rel" 

eard some half-dozen troopers battling about the 
r'hold and tugging out the bales of wool. 

"Hi I" call'd Master Pottery; "an' when yoa'vo 
done mmmagiiig my ship, pat everything back as yoQ 
found it." 

" Poke about with your swords,*' commanded the 
bufiky vcaca. " Whafs in those barrels yonder? " 

""Water, sergeant,'' answers a trooper, rolling out s 
couple. 

" Nothing behind them ? " 

"No ; they're right gainst the eide." 

"Drop 'em then. Plague on this buBinesal Tia 

my notion they're a mile away, and Cap'n Stubbs no 

better than a fool to send us hack here. He's grudging 

promotion, that's what he is 1 Hurry, there — hurry i " 



Ten minutes later, the searchers were gone ; and W8 
in our casks drawing long breaths of thankfulness and 
etrong odours. And so wo erouch'd till, about mid- 
night. Captain Billy brought us down a supper of ehip'i 
bisouit: which we crept forth to cat, being sorL-ly cnimp'd. 



I 
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He oould uol bew uur thantcH : but gvesa'd thom. 

" Niiw ■•/ nnt u word 1 To-morrow we «il for 
Plymoatb Sound: thence for Brittanj. iiistt Wcbe 
all Ein^s muu nboani th« G»iisand,Wi& hearin]^ Dfloglifc 
1 tAf» litLW. Yut I hitvo my rauanint; lieKsici, boldii^ 
th9 Lord's Anotnt«d to be on aaointod rogno, but nuvoN 
tbelesa to be eiifv'il: just as aboard the Godsend I be 
Capf o Billy an' you pkia Jack, be your virtueB what 
they may. An' the conclusion is — damn all mutineers 
an' rebels I Tho', to be sure, the words be a bit lusty 
for a young gentlewoman's ears." 

We went back to our casks with lighter hearts. 
Howbeii 'twas near five in the morning, I dare say, 
before my narrow bedchamber alloVd me to drop 
asleep. 

I woke to spy through my bunghole the faint light 
of day struggling down the hatches. Above, I heard 
a clanking noise, and the voices of the men hiccoughing 
a dismal chant. They were lifting anchor. I erawi'd 
forth and woke Delia, who was yet sleeping : and 
together we ate the breakfast that lay ready act for as 
I on the head of a barrel. 

Presently the sailors broke off their song, and we 



I beard their feet shui 



r to and fro on deck. 



" Sur«," cried Delia, " we a 



ivingi" 



I 



na ffiPuutDUi inn. 

Aiul mnly we were, u coulit be told by Uie •Iter'd 
wund of the water beneath as, and the many cnuLkin^ 
that the Gudiend bo^an to keep. Odda mora I taefed 
Ereeilom again, and ^he joj of living, and oould huvd 
Bang for the mirtL that lifted my bi-art. " Let us h\it 
gain open aea," said I, " and I'll have tit-for-tat with 
these Tebels I *' 

But alas I before we had left Avon mouth twenty 
minutes, 'twas another tale. For I lay on my side in 
that dark hold and long'd to die : and Delia eat up 
beside me, her hands in her lap, and her great eyes 
£xt most dolefully. And when Captain Billy came 
down with news that we were safe and free to go on 
deck, we tum'd our faces from him, and said we thank'd 
him kindly, but had no longer any wish that w.iy — too 
wretched, even, to remember his deafness. 

Lot me avoid, then, some miserable hours, and 
some to the evening, when, faint with fasting and 
nausea, we struggled up to the deck for air, and look'd 
aboot us. 

'Twas grey — grey everywhere : tha sky lead- 
eolonr'd, with deeper shades towards the east, where a 
bank of eloud blotted the ooast-line : thfl thick rain 
descending straight, with hardly wind enough to set the 
) lails Sapping ; the sea spread like a plate of lead, save 
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on]; where, to lofimn), a strmk of cnuilod white onTCl<!>d 
■my from under Utc G&dfu^t bid. 

On dwk, » Few oilore ouiv'd about, rsd-eved and 
heov;. They sfaon'd no aurprUe to see as, but nodded 
TWy bjeodly, witb a smile t<tt our ft«inge comiilcxione. 
Here again, as ever, did advi-rwly mock her own ima^. 

But what more took our attention was to see a row 
of men strstcVd on the starboard side, like corpses, 
their heads in the scuppers, their leg« pointed in- 
board, and very orderly arrang'd. They were a dozen 
and two in all, and over them bent Captain Billy with a 
mop in his hand, and a bucket by hia side : who beckon'd 
that we should approach. 

"Array'd in order o' merit," said he, pointing witb 
his mop like a showman to the line of Sgures before him. 

We drew near. 

"This here is Matt. Soames, master o' this vessel^ 
an' he's dead." 

"Dead?" 

" Dead-drunk, that le. O the gifted mau ! Come 
up ! " He thrust the mop in the fellow's heavy Fane. 
"There now 1 Did he move, did he wink ? ' No,' says 
you, O an accomplished drunkard t " 

He pans'd a moment; then stirr'd up No, 2, who 
upen'd one eye lazily, and shnt it ag'ain in slnmber. 
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"Too Bftwt Opeo'd one eye, hoy? Tliat'fl Ben- 

1 HalliUay. The next is a blaclc mun, ilk y»a bm - 

I man of disnutl wloor, imi] hath other drawback 

latuml to SQcfa. Can the ^thiop shift bis akiD f No, 

bbnt he'll open both ejee. See there — a perfect Chrtstian, 

Ptn so &kr ae dnnk can make htm." 

With like comments he ran down the line till lie 
same to the last man, in front of whom he stepp'd back. 

"About this last — he's a puzzler. Times I put 
him top o' the list, an' times at the tail. That's Ned 
Masters, an' was once the Reverend Edward Masters, 
Bachelor o' Divinity in Cambridge College ; but in a 
tavern there fell a-talldng with a certain Fekgian about 
Adam an* Eve, aji' because the fellow turn'd stubborn, 
put a knife into his waistband, an' had to run away to 
sea : a middling drinker only, but after a quart or so to 
hear him tackle Predestination I So there be times 
after all when I sete'n apart, and says, 'Drunk, 
you'm no good, but half-drunk, you'm priceless,' 

Now there's a man " He dropp'd bis mop, and, 

leading us aft, pointed with admiring finger to the 
helmsman — a thin, wizen'd fellow, vrith a face like a 
crab-apple, and a pair of piercing grey eyes half-hiddea 
by the droop of bis wrinkled li-is. " Gabriel flutchini, 
how old be you?" 
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" Sixtf -Eoor, cume next MartiDmu, ' ' ptp'd 



"Drank." 

"Hfwarank?** 

"A* 3 lord I" 

'*0aii8t stand upright?" 

" Hee-heo I Now could I iver do oth^?— a t 
able ould worms to wbom tte sweet effects o' quantama 
be denied. When was I Iver wholesomely maz'd ? Or 
when did I lay my grey hairs on the floor, saying, 
' 'Tia enough, an* 'tis good ' ? Answer me that, Cap'n 
Bill." 

" But yon hopes for the beat, Gabriel." 

"Aye, I hopes — I hopea." 

The old man eigh'd aa he brought the GodatTtd a 
point nearer the wind ; and, as we tum'd away wtUi 
the Captain, was still muttering, his sharp grey eya 
fii'd on the vessel's prow. 

" He's my beat," said Captain BiUy Pottery. 



With thia crew we pass'd four days; and I writa 
this maoh of them because they afterwards, when BobcTf 
(lid m« a notable good turn, as you shall read towardi 
tlie end of this history. But lest you should judgs 



I 
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lem hanily, lot mu nj liero that vrhni the; recovered 

:heir stujxjr — aa happen'd to the worst after tliirly- 

hotiiv — there ttiw no brisker, huiiiur not of fdlowB 
on tbe suae. AniJ this Captain Billy well uiidi.-r8li>id t 
"but" (said he) "I be a collector au' a man o' con- 
Bcnence both, which is nncomnioii. DoubtlesB there be 
good Bota that are not good seainen, but from such I 
turn my face, drink they never so prettUy," 

Twas necessary I Bhould impart some notion of my 
errand to Captain Billy, the' I confio'd myself to hints, 
tolling him only 'twas urgent I should be put ashore 
somewhere on the Cornish coast, for that I carried 
intelligence which would not keep til! we reach'd 
Plymouth, a town that, besides, was held by the rebels. 
And he agreed readily to land me in Bude Bay : " and 
also thy comrade, if (as I guess) she be so minded," 
he added, glancing up at Delia, from the paper whereon 
I had written my request. 

She had been silent of late, beyond her wont, avoid- 
ing (I thought) to meet my eye s but answer'd simply, 

" I go witli Jack." 

Captain Billy, whose eyes rested on her as she spoke, 
I'^ckon'd me, very mysterious, outside the cabin, and 
[ ttinking slily, whisper'd loud enough to stun one — 

"Ply her. Jack" — he had call'd me "Jack" from 
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kbc finK— " plj* her briakly I Wonuuikind is but yuld> 
lag Hocli : 'am un umoroiui miiD tnywl', ud' siwak bafc 
tkat I httvo pror'd." 

Od tbis — fur Ute wliole «l)tp tuutd h«ar it — ^tlien 
Gcrtuinly came the eoitnd of a BtiBnl liugb from tbo 
other aide of tho calno door : but it did oot nifiDd my 
eoDUnde'e shy hunwor, that kited ttiroughout ih£ 
voyage. 

To be brief, 'twaa not till the fourth afternoon 
(by reason of bafSiDg head winds) that we Bte])ped out 
of the GodsmtPt boat upon a Etnall beach of shingle, 
whence, between a rift in the black cliffs, wound up the 
Toed that was to lead ua inland. The Godseuii, as we 
tam'd to wave our hands, lay at half a mile's distance, 
.jmd made a pretty sight : for the day, that had begun 
with a wiiil? frost, was now tum'd sunny and still, so 
that looking north we sniy the sea all spread with pink 
and lilac and hyacinth, and upon \x ih^ ship lit up, her 
tnasta and sai!s glowing like a gold-piece. And xa^'^Z 
was Billy, leaning over the bulwarks and waving 
his trumpet for " Good-bye I " Thought I, for I 
little dream'd to see these good fellows again, " what 
a witless game is this life ! to seek ever in fresh con- 
jaoctioQs what we leave behind in a hand-shake." 
'Twas a cheap rellcction, yet it rex'd me thsl as we 



"tern'd io nutint Uie nod Delia iliould break intC 
nogiDg — 



" Be; 1 nmml — nuiuil — no I 
la't iwl fine ti> langli sod eing 
Whtm tku UUa ti death do ring I—' 



" Why, no," said I, " I don't think it '* 
r Terse with another— 



" Silly mtui, the coat to find 

Is to leave ae good behind — ' 



nod capp'd 



f 

^H " Jack, for pity's sake, stop 1 " She put her fingers 

^Ka her ears. " What a nasty, creaking voice thon hast, 

^B^ be sure I " 

^M " Thafs aa a man may hold," said I, nettled. 

^1 " No, indeed : yours is a very poor voice, bnt min« 

^rSs beautiful. So listen." 

She went on to aiug as she went, " Green ae grass 
IB my kirtle," " Tire me in tiffaovj" " Come ye beaided 
Kien-at-arms," and "The Bending Rush," All these 
she Ban.", hs 1 must confess, most delicately well, and 
then fac'd me, with a happy smile — 

»" Now, have not I a sweet voice ? Why, Jack — art 
-rtillglam?" 

"Delia," answer'd I, "yon have first to give nw 
a reply to what, four days agone, I ask'd yoa. Deax 
girl — nay theo, dear comrade " 



I bruke off, tin sha had omoe to a stop, wringing bn 
DiU ftod looking ID my fans roott dulcrully. 

" Ob, dear— oil, dear 1 Jsclc, wc bavo bod such mony 
les : «m1 joa are spoiling all the fan I " 

Vf* follftw'd tlte road aft«r this very moodilf j for 
Delis, whom I hod nude nliarcr 06 the rebelg' eecnit^ 
^raed tb&t no time was to be lost in leacbing Bodmin^ 
tbiit luy & good thirty miles to the south-west. Night 
fell and the young mooa rose, with a brisk breeze at our 
baoka tliat kept as still walking without any feeling <^ 
weariness. Captain Billy had given me at parting a 
small compaeS] 01 new inventdon, that a man could cany 
lily In his [KK:kbt; and this from time to time I 
'd in the moonlight, guiding our way almost due 
Bonth, in hopes of striking into the main road westward. 
I doubt not we lost a deal of time among the by-ways ; 
but at length happen'd on a good road bearing south, 
and EoUow'd it till daybreak, when to our satisfaction 
we spied a hill in front, topp'd with a stout castle, and 
under It a town of importauoe, that wa guesE'd to be 
Zdtunceston. 

By this, my comrade and I were on the best of 

irma again ; and now drew ap to Goneider if we should 

uiter the town or avoid it to the west, trusting to find a 



r breakZast in lai 
r not with c 
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taveru 

taintj tUe t 



lie vmy. Bontue Wl 
r of the eonntii 



! temper o 

aeem'd be«t to clioose this ei.'coad oourse : an wc fetob'd 
atnuud by certain barren meadovrs, sud thought oui- 
seWes lueky lo hit oa a road that, by the size, mmit he 
the one we sought, and a tavern with a. wide yard 
before it and a carter's van Btanding at the entrance, 
not three g^nehots from the town walla. 

" Now Providence hath surely led ub to breakfast," 
Caid Delia] and stepp'd before me into the yard, towards 
the door. 

I was following her when, inside of a gate to the 
tight of the house, I caught the gleam of steel, aod 
tum'd aside to look. """ 

To my dismay there stood near a soore of chargers 
in tbie second court, saddled and dripping with sweat. 
My first thought was to run after Delia j but a quick 
Burprise made me rub my eyes with wouder — 

'Twas the sight of a sorrel mare among them — a 
mare with one high white stocking. In a thousand I 
oould have told her for Molly. 
I Three seconds after I was at the tavern door, and in 
my ears a voice sounding that stopp'd me short and told 
Die in one instant that without G"d'e help all was lost. 

Twiifi the voice of Captain Settle speaking in tlia 
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tep-nom; ud tlceadf DieIis sbiod, put omoBftlment, 
1)f the oftD dcMT. 

, . And tbenlbn, mHt«T cuter, it ^rievw 
'jM to dtMppunt U>ee; bok do mui Fpx^th Uiis 3»f 
towud BodmiiL Socli be my Lind oF Stamfonl'i 
onlcni, n-hoae aeivant I km, and u onpUm oE Uug troop 
X sn Mot to exBflt them. As the}- dis{i)csH9 you, hm 
I'lotdship i> bat twen^-foar bonn behuiil: you lau 
Abide him and oomplam. DoabUesf he will hear— 
U» wuilw» dfviU!" 

I beard bis sboat aa h« caagfat nght of Delik. I 
txw his drimsoD face as he darted out and gripp'd her. 
I saw, or half saw, the troopere crowding' out after him. 
For a moment I hesitat«d. Then came 1117 pretty com- 
rade's voice, shrill above the babbnb^ 

" Jack — they have horsee outside I Leave me — I am 
t»'en — and ride, dear lad — ridel" 

In a dash mj decision was taken, for better or worse. 
I dash'd out around the house, vaulted the gate, and 
ettebii^ at Molly's mane, leapt into the saddle. 

A dooen troopers were at the gate, and two had their 
pistob levcU'd. 

" Sonender ! " 

"Behang'dif Idol" 

I set my teeth and put MoU; at tl» low wall. Ai 



she ttme Uke a bird in air the two pistols no; < 
b^thffr, ftud a hnraing paia ^ct'.m'd tn tear open tojr UA 
8hoQl<Icr. Id a momuiit tbe mate aliglit^d safe on tbs 
otber Bide, flinging me forward on ber neck. Bot I 
•cnmbled back, and with a shout that frighteu'd my own 
eara, dug my heeh into her flanke. 

Half a minut« more and I was on the hard road, 
galloping westward for dear life. So also were a score 
of rebel troopers. Twenty milea and more lay before me ; 
ud a bore hundred yards was all my start. 
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I la^ • abt ar tm bi< te if O* ai^: 



mt ti rmum, lb cvbn, wt oa b>A aT Ife 
'Kattaaaiaaktoaa: aar «J I gaaa Dan lar k»< ta 
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look bock, but nt with my «j'«<i fuUmed ahiiTicllynB 
thd mitre's neck. And by-njid-byo, a* we gallopwl, the 
eniarf of my wolitid, the biiart^iusbu, hurry, pnojiiltnjf 
of boofa — all dropp'd to an enchaiiting- lull. I rode, and 
that waa all. 

For, Hwoon or no, I was lifted off earth, as it 
seemed, and on easy winga to an incredible height, 
where were no longer hedges, nor road, nor country 
round; but a great stillneaa, and only the mare and I 
mnmng languidly through it. 

"Ride!" 

Now, at first, I thought 'twas someone speftking 
this in my ear, and turn'd my bead. Bat 'twaa really 
the last word I bad beard from Delia, now after 
half an hour repeated in my brain. And as I grew 
aware of this, the dulneas fell off me, and all became 
very distinct. And the muscles about my wound had 
Btiffeu'd — which was vilely painful : and the country, I 
saw, was a brown, barren moor, dotted with peat-ricks : 
and I cuTBed it. 

This did me good : for it woke the fighting-man in 
me, and I pet my teeth. Now for the first time look- 



s back, ] 



vith a great giilp of joy, I had gained 



; troopers. A long dip of the road lay between 
d tbe foremost, now topping the crest. The sun 
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Iiadt)nfce Uinmijh at Uit, and ipu-Ued ua hie mp and 
giffget I whtiLlnl to Molly (I could not pat, )i«r), and 
spok« to her softly: the nnxi thing priclt'd up her aan^ 
liud tJieni hot'J: u^o, and mended her )<«ce. Her itzida 
besatifal to feet. 

1 bad yet no clear ide* how to escape. In front the 
loors roM gndually, swelling to the honxon lino, and 
broken into Bt«ep, jagged heights. Th« read oiids 
tot vas sonnd white granite and stretch'd awa}' till lost 
amon^ theee fastnesses — in all of it ni> sign of man's 
habitation. Be sure I look'd along it, and io right and 
left, dreading to spy more troopers. But for mile on 
miie, all was desolate. 

Now and then I caught tlie cry of a pee-wit, or saw 
a snipe glance up from his bed: but mainly I was 
busied about the mare. " Let na but gain the ridge 
ahead," thought I, "and there is a chance." So I 
rode 08 light as I could, husbanding her pow<?rs. 

She was going her best, but the best waa near epent. 
The sweat was oozing, her satin coat losiug the gloss, 
the spume Byiog back from her nostrils — " Soh I " I 
called to her : " Soh 1 my beauty ; we ride to save na 
Buny I " The loose stones flew right and left, as she 
naoh'd out her neck, and her breath came shorter and 
flborter. 
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I A milu, nnd anolbor mile, vt pueod in tills tcoj 

■and by the end oE it must have spent three-quarters of 

UD buur lit the work. Gknviug liai:k, I saw tliv troupeca 

v^cBttered ; far behind, but following. The heights wwt 

I BtiU a weary way aliead : but I could mark their Bt«ep 

Bides ribb'd with bouldera. Till these were passed, 

there was no chance to hide. The parties in this race 

could see each other all the way, and must ride it out. 

And all the way tbe ground kept rising. I had no 
means to ease the mare, even by pulling off my heavy 
jack-boots, with one arm (and that my right) dangling 
oBeless. Once she flung up her head aud I canght eight 
o£ her nostril, red as fire, and her poor eyes starting. I 
felt her strength ebbing between my knees. Here and 
there she blundered in her stride. And somewhere, over 
the ridge yonder, lay the Army of the West, and we 
alone could save it. 

The road, for half a mile, now fetched a sadden 
loop, though the country on either side was level 
enough. Had my head been cooJ, I must have guessed 
S reason for this : but, you must remember, 1 had long 
been gtddy with pain and loss of blood — so, thinking to 
e time, I turned Molly off the granite, aud begao to 
I ent across. 

The short grass and heath being still frozen, we 
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fiurl/ For Ui< lint tninule or w. But »w«7 bdund 
BC, I beanl a sboat — oad it miut bftve> lieca load bi 
nacli mt. 1 leunt the meaaing whea, about two 
huodtwi y&nU bcfiira wi! ixme an tha rend again, tha 
bub's 6ird{^ vent d«q>, aod next numiti! we wen 
planing ia a blade pcali^uag. 

HcaruD con tell how we won through. It miut 
liave be«i still partly bozea, and perliapa we were m\y 
on the edge of it. I only know that as we scramMed 
np on eoiid gronnd, plastered and breathless, I looked at 
the wintry Eun, the waste, and the tall hill toVring to 
the right of us, and thought it a strange place to 
die in. 

For the etmggla had burst open mj wound again, 
and the Hood was mnning down my arm and off my 
fin^rs in a stream. And now I could couut every gorse- 
bash, every stone — and now I saw nothing at all. And 
I heuid the tiaklisg of bella : and then found a tuns 
ninning in my head — 'twae " Tire me in tiffany," and 
1 tried to think where laet I heard it. 

But sweet gallant Molly mugt have held on: for 
the next thing I woke up to was a four-liol'd cross 
braide the road ; and soon after we were over the 
ridge and clattering down-hill. 

A roogh tor hnd risen full in front, but the road 
Mi 



~twerved to Ui« IcTt snd took w dovra uoon) 

of it. Now was my \a£t IcKik-tmt. I triad to evay i«Ba 

heavily in the saddic, iud with my eyea searched ths 

Bin tA our Feet. 

Alas I Beneaib ua the waste-land was spread, miU 

rvpoD mile: and I groaned aloud. Fur just below I 

noted a clump of roofless oabins, and beyond, upon the 

moors, the dotted walla of sheep-eotoa, niioed also ; but 

in all the sad-colour'd leagues no living man, nor the 

sign of one. It was done with ub. I reined up the 

mare — and then, in the same motion, wheeled her sharp 

to the right. 

High above, on the hill-side, a voice was calling. 
I looVd up. Below the steeper ridge of the (or a 
patch of land had been clear'd for tillage : and here a 
yoke of oxen was moving leisurely before a plough 
('twas their tinkling bells I had heard, just now) ; while 
behind followed the wildest shape — by the voice, a 
woman. 

She was not calling to me, hut to her team : and as 
[ T put Molly at the slope, her chant rose and fell in the 
[ moumfullest sing-song. 

" So-hoa 1 Oop Comely Vean 1 oop, then<— o-oop I " 

I rose in my stirrups and shouted. 

At this and the sound of hoofs^ she ata.y'd th» 
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flotigk Bail, haul oa lup, looke*! down the alepe. lie 
nuD, Mrftlj rattling tlw cluinc hq (iuir yoko, tnn'd 
Uicir neckt adcI goaed. With ru&k bond Molly besved 
ben^ ap tlia lait few yanb mnl outw to a bait witli » 
BteQgct. I ■lipp'd irafc irf tbe nddle uu) fftood, wilk • 
baad on it, nnjiag. 

" Wbvt^ tbf luMid, jroong num — that eonuist dom 
TempU wi* sword a-dafigUn' 7 " 

mie girl was a balf-naked aani^, dnst onlf in a 
strip of sacking tliaf. hareiy reach'd her knws, and a 
scant bodice of tbe same, lac'd in front witb pack- 
thread, tbat left ber bosom and brown arms free. Vtt 
sbe appear'd no whit abasht, but leant on tb« plongb* 
tail and r^arded me, easy and frank, as a mnn would. 

" Sell me a horse," I blnrt«d out : " Twenty gnineaa 
will I give for one within five minutes, and more if ha 
be good t I ride on the King's errand," 

"Then get thee back to thy jnaster, an' say, do 
horse shall be have o' me — nor any ninn that uses bores- 
flesh so," She pointed to Molly's knees, that wore 
bow'dand shaking, ajid tbe bloody froth ilrijiping Froto 
ber month. 

" Girl, for God's sake boU me a horse ! They ar* 
after me, and I am hurt." 1 pointed up tbe rwuL 
" Better than I an concerned in tbi^" 



TBI al'LXKDIU ePL'U. 

"God nor Kipg know I, youug muL But whAt^Ci 
an tiiy tmlillis^otU, fbam T" 

Tnrsa th« smear where my blood bad mak'd t audi 
looking' aod iweiitg tbe purple mem txlf'd wilb mod andj 
foam on this sorrel's flunk, I fell enddeti]y very sick. 
The girl made a step to me. 

" Sell thee a horse f Hire fJiee a bedman, more like. 
Nay, then, lad " 

But I saw her no longer : only called " oh — oh 1 " 
twicCj like a little chiTd, and slipping my hold of the 
saddle, dropt forward on her breast. 



Waking, I found myself in darkness — not like that 
ot night, but of a room where the lights have gone out : 
and felt that I was dying. But this hardly seem'd a 
thing to be minded. There was a smell of peat and 
bracken about Presently I heard the tramp of feet 
somewhere overhead, and a dull sound of voices that 
appeayd to be cursing. 

The footsteps went to and fro, the voices mutter- 
ing most of the tima After a bit I caught a word — 
"Witchcraft" : and then a voice speaking quite close — 
"There's blood 'pon her hands, an' there's blood yonder 
by the p tough." Said another voice, higher and 
squeaky, "There's seent behind a fox, but yoa doo'ti 
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dig it np an' iake \t honw." The tnunp iKUM>d on, itod 
tlie yoiixa difil uway. 

By this I knuiT Ui« troopifn men oIom, and mxlcing 
me. A. fooliab thought oame that I xnu burial, aad 
tiie; moct bo ruomut^ng ovnr nay gravL' ; but iu<Iee<i I 
had DO mah to enquire into it ; no wish to mow evini| 
but jnDt Ut lie vad «njoy the lightnee of my UmbB. 
The blood was still ranning. I felt tLe warmth of It 
sgaiuflt my hack : and thoaght it very pleiisnot. So I 
abut my eyes and dropt off again. 

Then I heard the noise of ehouting, far away ; and a 
long while after that, was rous'd by the touch of a 
hand, thrust id against my naked breast, over my heart. 

" Who is it ? " I whispered. 

" Joan," answered a voioe, and the hand was with- 
drawn. 

The darkness had lifted somewhat, and though 
eomething stood between me and the light, I mark'd a 
number of small specks, like points of gold dotted 
MTOiuiO me — 

" Joan — what besides ? " 

reckon ; 



} enough, 



; lucky f 



alee. Joan o' the Tor folks call me, but may yet be 
Joan i' Good Time. So hold thy peace, lad, an' cry 
out BO little as muy be." 



iSi TO! vrtiSDU) n-irB. 

I felt o rippiB]^ nf my jncketvsledTe nod ibiii, now 
L slotted Kod stack to thn iK^Rb. It pain'd cruelly, bot I 
\ dint my teeth : and arter that caioe the smart aod 
I deUoioua aobe of water, as she riuaed the wound. 

" Cloan throHgU the flesh, lud : — in an' tint, like 
coantry dancin'. No ballet to probe nor bone to e 
Heart up, eoce I Thy mother shall Mbb thee yet. 
What's thy name ? " 

" Marvel, Joan — Jack Marvel.'' 

" An' marvel 'tis thou'rt Marvel yet. Good blood 
there's in thee, but little enow." 

She bandaged the sore with linen torn from, my 
shirt, and tied it round with sack-cloth from her owa 
dress. 'Twas all most gently done : and then I found 
her anna under me, and myself lifted aa easy as a 
baby. 

" Left arm round mj neck, Jack ; an* aing out if 'tia 
hnrtin* thee." 

It seemed bat six steps and we were out on the 
bright hillside, not fifty paces from where the jilough 
yet stood in the furrow. I caught a glimpse of a 
brown neck and a pair of 6rm red lips, of the grey tor 
etretehing above us and, further aioft, a flock of field- 
fare hanging in the pale sky; ami thcu shut my eyes 
for the dazzle: but Coald still feel the beat of Joan's 
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Iff w the he\A nte ckee, md Um toodt of her bntth 

Down the hill fihp carrifld iDv, pj^nn^ the mfbeet 
utd iDoTiiiff trith an e>wful BWtti^ thai ntber 

'd !&}■ hart tban jolted it. I ma doung, eron, 
whoi 1 itnmgu Diiiir a<m1n! mw. 

Tma ft hig'h protracted ilot«, that seem'd at fint to 
Bwdl op towards na, and then broke off ia kalf-a-douD or 
mure sharp yells. Juan tiwk no heed ai them, tiut KA-ing 

I jay ejefi unclose, and hearing me moan, stojiixii shutt. 
I ** Hnrts thee, lad r" 
f "No." Twas not my pain hut the eight of the 
nuking sua that wrung the exclamaUoa from m&— " I 
was thinking," I muttered. 

"Don't: 'tis bad for h^th. But bide thee still 
ft-white, and shalt liu 'poo a soft bed." 

By this time, we had come down to tlie road : and 
the yells were still goiug on, louder than ov«r. We 
eroes'd the road, descendtxl another slope, and came all 
st oncfi on a low pile of buildings that a moment biifore 
had been hid. 'Twas but three hovels of mud, stuck 
together in the shape of a headless cross, the main arm 
iting out towards the moor. Around the wholo ran 
battered wall, patched with furae ; and From thia 
Swelling the screams were issuing^ 
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TBE seuamto snji. 

"Joan I" iho voice Ix^n, "J<«n — Jaw Tw 
a-ckwin' my leg:» — Gai^ront, thoa hell-cat — Blast tbae, 
let mo ztfg I I'uH'n off Jowi — Jo-nn ! " 

The voiee died «way into a wail ; tben broke oat m 
a mufcel of unrses. Joan eteppeii to the door and Rungit 
wide. Ab my eyes grew used to the gloom inside, they 
saw this : — ■ 

A mde kitchen — the furniture but two rickety 
chairs, now toss'd on their faces, an oak table, with 
legs sunk into the earth, a keg of etrong waters, tilted 
over and draining npon the mod floor, a ladder lead- 
ing up to a loft, and in two of the comers a few 
bnndles of bracken strewn for bedding. To the left, 
aa one entered, was an open hearth ; but the glow- 
ing peat-turvea were now pitch'd to right and left 
over the beartb-stone and about the floor, where 
they rested, filling the den with smoke. Under one of 
the chairs a black cat spat and bristled : while in the 
middle of the room, bare-footed in the embers, crouched 
a man. He was balf-naked, old and beat, with 
matted grey bair and beard banging almost to hia 
waist. His chest and legs were bleeding from a score 
of sci^tcbesj and be pointed at the cat, opening and 
sbatting his mouth like a dog, and barking out curse 
npon curse. 
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No my opsai, lona stepped wroa thi kitoheD^ Wd 

e on une of tbe bmcken bt-da, uul cxplain'd — 

"TliiitV fijyiher: he'll drunk." 

WiUi which riic torn'dt d«alt the old man a cnS 

^ Ghat ctmti^li'd idm senseless, and ^tKeriau up the 

, pUud thctn aFre«b on fJw hMrth. Thix done, 

iha took the keg and gave me a drink of it. The stuff 

waldod ine, bnt I thanked her. And then, when sha 

bad shifted my bed a bit, to ease the paio of lying, she 

righted a chair, drew it up and eat beside me. The old 

man h»y lite a log where he had fallen, and was now 

•noring. Presently, the fumes of the litjuor, or mere 

I faintuess, maet«red me, and my eyes closed. But the 

r picture they closed upon was that of Joan, as she leant 

forward, chin on hand, with the glow of the fire on her 

brown skin and in the df^pths of her dsxk eycB. 



CHAPTER XTI. 

' Mv ms myvD tbb AStty o* tbb wiEar ; um »iw 

:HE fight on BBADIinrE DOWN. 



Btrri 



of 1 



< Followed into my dreams. 1 
woke with a start, and tried to eit up. 

Within the kitchen all was quiet. The old earage 
was Btill stretch'd on the iloor : the cat curled upon the 
hearth. The girl had not Btitr'd : bnt looking towards 
the mudow-hole, I saw night outside, and a frosty etar 
sparkling far down in the west. 

" Joan, what's the hour? " 

" Sun's been down these four hours." She turned 
ff face to look at me, 

" IVe no buainees lying here." 

" Chose to come, lad : none axed thee, that / knows 
ly." 

" Where's the mare ? Must set me across her back, 
Joan, and let me ride on." 

" Mare's in stable, wi' fetlocks swelled like puddens. 
\ Ghose to come, lad; an' choose or no, must bide." 

*"Tia for the General Hopton, at Bodmin, I am 
[ bound, Joan; and wound or no, must win there this 
night." 
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^Aad that'* artn mllr R*n^ : «ri' » baUet in thj 
f §ka&, aod ■ pofttHjQ>4* ihj hanai. Fur Ci<f weat KNitli, 
I aad tlij^ n»d lieth iii<we aoath ikas wdt.** 

** Aye, Jicb : ui' work I bkl tin dmy wi' tlioM 
»e blnndy warriufS : lioi ute » sup at the kc^ ftod 
\ titK this nuticbet nf gKt-caikit while I t^ tbae." 

Aad w, baling hd me, «sd Mt mj bed etaugbt, A» 

It M tlw floor beside me (for the betler bearing), ind 

I hei oDcoalh tdDg^e, UAd hovr I had been saved. I 

eumot write ha languitge; bat the tale, in som, n-as 

thk;— 

Wben I dropt Fonnrd into ber &rms, Joan for • 
moment wu taken aback, thinking me d«ad. Bat (to 
qoote her) " ' no good,' said I, ' in ooddliit' a lad 'pOQ 
the hill<dde, for folks to see, tho' he Aave a-got curia 
Eke a wench: an' dead or 'live, tM> ose to wait For otliers 



So the liftad and earned me to a qmt hud by, that 
■be called the " Jew's Kitchen ; " and where thjit was, 
fVen with Boeh bearings ae I had, she deSed me to dis- 
oover. There "w no time to fend me, whilst K0U7 
•load near to show my wherfabonts : bo she let me lie, 
■nd went to lead the sorrel down to stable. 

Htr band was on the bridle when she heard a WAccp f 
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TUB «pt-r»iiiD arum. 

-ap the road ; anil then* wi^ra hjilE-»-dnz«ii ridora a 
CKflt, uii tearin;; dovrD-hill totranU Ii«r. Joan had 
sotbiti]; leTl. b*it to ttiga uunlnem, luid went nti lining 
tha mare down the Blqw, 

In a vbile, ap oomeB the foremost trooper, drawi 
lein, and pants ont " Where's ha to T " 

" Who ? " asks Joan, making out to be surprieed 

"Why, the lad whose mare thou'rt leadm'?** 
^ " Mile an' half away by now." 

"How's that?" 

"PreBhly horsed," esplaina Joan. 

The troopers — they were all around her by thi^— 
BVore 'twas a liej but luckily, being dt^wu in the 
hollow, could not see over the nest ridge. They began 
• string of questions all tog'etber : bnt at last a little 
tan-bellied seigeant call'd " Silence I " and asked the 
gill, "did she loan the fellow a horse?" 
I Here T will quote her again : — ■ 

" ' Sir, to thee,' I answer'd, * no loan at all, but tair 
•frap for our Grey Sobin.' 

That's a lie,' he says; 'an' 1 won't believe 

" ' Might BO well,' says I ; ' but go to stable, an' 8«w 
KEdt thysel'.' (Never had grey hiirso to my name, Jack ; 
totj thinks I, (hafa Ma'n lookout.)" 
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Th«y went, dii] Uiesa aimple trofipcrs, to look wt 

> stitbli!, and enre pooiif^, there viaa no Gmy Roliio. 

FtfTi.'rtlutleaa, «i>ine amongat tliem had Ic^io enough to 

B diLsos eonjHLin^ Iraxr tliiu) prouf conviuciug, and 

t three hoare autl more ransacking tho huuw wid 

m, nnd aearuKing tli« t<ir and tbe moors below it. I 

nt too, that Joan had come in for tome rough foUc — 

I wlueh ehe pat u stop, as she told me, by offering to 

[ght any man Jack oE them for the buttoRE on his buS 

coat. And at length, about sundown, they gave uj> the 

hunt, and iwle away over the moors towards Warleggan, 

having (as the girl heard them say) to be at Bntddock 

before night. 

" Where is this Braddock ? " 

"Nigh to Lord Mohan's house at Boconnoc ; seven 
[mile airay to the south, aad seven mile or go from 
fSodmin, ae a crow flies." 

" Then go I must," cried I : and hereupon I broke 
I wit with all the tronble that waa on my mind, and the 
' instant seed to save these gallant gentlemen o£ Corn- 
wall, ere two annies should combine against tliem. I told 
of the King's letter in my breast, and how \ found the 
Lord Stamford's men at Launcestoo ; how that Ruthen, 
with the vanguard of tbe rebels, was now at Liskeard, 

kwith but a bare day's march between the two, and none 
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but I to carry the warning. And "Ob, /oaa I ** I o 
"my uomrade I left iijwn the rowd. Brighter oourago 
and truer heart never man proved, and yet left by me in 
' the rebels' bands. AUs ! th^ I ooold neither save nor 
help, bat miutt still ride on : and here is tbe issue — to 
lie struck down within ten mile of my goal — I, that 
have travelled two hundred. And if the Comishmen be 
not warned to give fight before Lord Stamford come 
up, all's lost. Even now they be out-number'd. So 
lift me, Joan, and set me astride Molly, and I'll win to 
Bodmin yet." 

" Beckon, Jack, thon'd best hand me thy letter." 

Now, I did not at once catch the intent of them 
words, BO simply spoken; but stared at her like an 
owl. 

" There's horse in stall, lad," she went on, " tho' 
no Grey Robin. Tearaway'a the name, and strawberry 
the colour." 

" But, Joan, Joan, if yon do this — feel inside my 
coat here, to the left — ^you will save an army, g^i, may- 
be a throne! Here 'tis, Joan, see — no, not that — here 1 
Say the seal is that of the Governor of Bristol, who 
stole it from me for a while : but the handwriting will 
be known for the King's : and no biiud but yours must 
touch it till yon stand before Sir Ralph Hopton. The 



BOm JOAS UTU) TDt UMJ OV Tilt irUT. IBS 
V (lull thanli yna, Juau ; luul GM will lilcs ysn 

" Hope 9t>, I'm oore. fint lam me whii to at;, lad: 
r I be BUtio think-witted." 
So I bild hn tbc moHigi! ovnr uid ovrr, till she luu) 
t b; hart 

"Sb«nt forgit, BOW,** she said, at Icugtb; "»n' to 

irken to me for a change. Bide still, nor 6«t tby- 

Heie's pasty an' oat-cake, an' a keg o' wnter that 

ni ftow be«dde theo. Pay no heed to feyther, an' if h« 

wills to get drank an' fight wi' Jan Tergagle — that'i 

tbe cat — why, lef n. Drank or sober, he's no 'ooont." 

She hid tbe letter in her bosom, and stcpp'd to the 

On the threshold she turned — 
"JllGk — forgot to ax: what be all this bloodshed 
rtlt?" 

" For Chnrch and King, Joan." 
" H'm : same knowledge ha' I o' both — an' thaf s 
ight. But I dearly lores fair play." 
She was goue. In a minute or so I hoard the tram- 
ling of a horse : and then, with a scarry of hoofs, Jaaa 
1 tbe King's errand, and liding into the dark- 



Little rest had I that night; but lay awake on my 
loken bed and watobed the burning peat-titrves tnni 
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to grvft '"^ drop, fluke by Bake, till odIj » glowii^ 
point ranained. The door rattled now aud theo aa tli« 

r binge : oat on th« motjf the light winds kept a nuise 
persistcut as town do^ at midutght : and all the while 
my wound was stabbing, and the braokeu pricking mo 
till I groaned aloud. 
As day began to break, the old man picked himsell 
np, yawned and lounged out, returning after a time 
with fresh tui-vee for the hearth. He noticed me no 

tmore than a atone, but when the fire was re-staek'd, 
drew np his chair to the warmth, and breakfasted oa 
oat-cake and a liberal deal of liquor. ObEerving him, 
tlie black cat nncoil'd, Gtretch'd himself, and climbing 
to bis master's knee, sat there purring, and the best of 
friends. I also judged it time to breakfast j found my 
store : took a bite or two, and a pull at the keg, and lay 
back — this time to sleep. i 

► When I woke, 'twas high noon. The door stood 
open, and outside on the wall the winter Banshine was 
lying, very bright and clear. Indoors, the old eavage 
had been drinking steadily ; and still sat before the fire, 
with the cat on one knee, and his keg on the other. I 
gat np and strain'd my ears. Surely, if Joan bad not 
failed, the royal generals would march out aud give 
battle at onctj i antl surely, if they weie ligiiting, tint 
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"tefl mUee swu}', soms edood uf it wvali reach me. 6nl 
IwTuBi] tha pamag of tW nt, t fauu^ oDtUiDg. 

I crawl'd to my ftvi, rwted » motoent to •tay iIm 
gidditUM, aiti tt>tter'(! nctua to t^ dour, wltl^^> I Imuity 
lictftning and ^szing conlJb. No strip of vspuor Uf oa 
the moon that rtietch'd— all bathed in tins most won- 
IJeifuI bright colouf»— to Lbe tip of the lioriwa. Tho air 
waa tike » sounding-board. I beanl the bWt of an old 
wether, a mile off, npon the tors; and was turning away 
dejected, when, far down id tho south, there run n sound 
that eet my heart leaping. 

"Twas the ciackling of musketry. 

There was no mistaking it. The noiee ran like nild- 
Gre along the hills : before echo could overtake it, a low 
rumbling followed, and then the brisker crackling again. 
I caught at the door.post and cried, faint with the sudden 
joy— 

" Thou angel, Joan t — thou angel I " 

And then, as something took me by the throat— 
" Joan, Joan — to see what thou secst I " 

A long time 1 leant by the door-jmat there, drinking 

in the 80imd that now waa renewed at quickiT intervals. 

I Yet, for as far as I could see, 'twas the peaeefulU'st 
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I aeene, though dreary — quiet sunshine 
I tim sheep dotted here an 



I the hills, an'l 
cropping. But down 
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yonder, over tJte nl^* "^ ^^ moors, men woe 6gbiui^ 
mud munlering eacb other: and I yearu'd to see bow 
Um day went. 

Being botb weak and loth to mtss a vmad of it, I 
flank down on the thrcsboM, atiil there \ay, with my 
tryes turned southward, through a gap in the stone 
fence. In & while the musketry died away, and T 
wondered : but thought I could atill at times mark a 
tow Bound B8 of men shouting, and this, {is 1 learnt 
after, was the true battle. 

It must have been an hour or more before I saw a 
number of black specks coming over the ridge of hille, 
and swarming down into the plain towards me : aud 
then a denser body following. Twas a company of 
horse, moring at a great pace : and I guessed that the 
battle wae done, and these were the first fugitives of the 
beatea atmy. 

On they came, in great disorder, scattering as they 
advanced : and now, in paits, the hill behind was black 
with footmen, running. 'Twas a rout, sure enough. 
Once or twice, on the heights, I heard a bugle blown, 
SB if to rally the crowd; but saw nothing come of it, and 
presetitly the notes ceased, or I forgot to listen. 

thii foremost company of horac w.ts beading ratbef 

he eastward of me, to gain the high-road; and lbs 
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pnot pn»'d me (>j^ at &»if-»-fnil«** diyanea. Bot •onw 
one BBuer, sad to my pitn<«ie Jot, 1 lurnt bom thai 
anna utd ihoatiBg, wlist till now I had been «iga}j 
ho^Of;, that 't«w thr itIkI am; Uina nmtuiu; in lout : 
Aad tliii* sow vrithmit ctmigtii to IomkI, I had cooagb 
laft to thank Gwl heartily. 

tv*B m ctuioaa to aoe tlie pUo tlina WMUiaaly 
filPd with rabUi!, nil nuuuog^ from tW nutfa, and (Iks 
Bitly slartW sheep rtishicg h<ltM-stcU«-, and buddltng 
together on tfae tors abcve, that I forgot my own likelj 
danger it any of this rerengeful crevr stinuld coma npos 
me lying there: and was satisfied to watch them aa they 
atnggled over the moors towanis the roail. Soma josa'd 
olofie to the cotta^; but none wem'd nnxiou^ to pause 
there. Twos a glad and a sorry eight. I saw a tmop of 
dragoons with a standard in their midst; and a dnnnintir 
mnniiig behind, too far<ii8tracb3d even to cast his dnim 
away, so that it dangled against his back, with a gTi»t 
rent where the music bad been ; and then two troopers 
numing together j and one that was woundwi lay down 
for a while within a stoDo'a-throw of me, and would not 
go farther, till at last his comrade pcrxiinilod him ; and 
after them a larger comjiany, in midst of whom waa ■ 
man crying, " We ate sold, I tell ye, and I can jroint to 
I the man t " and eo passed by. There went some, too. 
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Hut wen- piltophig three about Uorses in a (ttms^, i 
Dpou its fjraas twelve- jiomnier. Put Uw ciirriage (tudc 

rfatb in a qua^i and bo they out tLs truoes w>d left il 
Ihere, wlwre, two days alter, Sir John Berkeley's drngoooi 
{(Kuid and pulEed it out. Aad tliig wns the fonrtb, I have 
be&rd, that the King's troopa took in that victory. 
Yet there were not above five or six hundred in all 
that I saw ; and I gueesed (as was the oase) that thia 
moet be hut an off-shoot, so to say, of the bi^er rout 
that pafis'd eastward through Liskeard. I was thinking 
of this when I heard footsteps near, and a man came 
panting through a gap in the wall, into the yard. 

tHe was a big, bare-headed fellow, exceedingly flusht 
vith ruoning, but unhuit, as far as I could see. In- 
deed, he might easily have kiU'd me, and for a moment 
I thought sure he would. But catching eight of me, 
he nodded very &iendly, and sitting on a heap of stones 
a yard or two away, began to draw off his boot, and 
search for a prickle, that it seem'd had got into it. 

' 'Tie a mess of it, yonder," said he, quietly, and 
I'jerk'd his thumb over his shoulder. 

By the look of me, he could tell I was on the other 
[|nde; but this did not iippcar to concern him. 
" How has it gone? " asked I. 
" Well," says he, with his nose in the boot ; " m 
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lud B pretty rtsiDf* ground, biuI Uh ConuKliitum muoli'd 
ttp and wfaipt as out — tbut's all — and took a moit of 
priaatien." Uv fiiund the prickle, drew on Li» boot 
•gain, and aekvd — 

«r other siduF" 

I noddnd. 

"Tbat'BtheIaagluBg8ide,tlu8day. Good eremng^." 
F And with that he went off ae fast as he came. 

Twas, msjbe, an hour after, that another came in 
tItroQgb the same gap : this time a lean, hawk-eyed 
man, with a pincht fac« and two ugly gashes — on^ 
across the brow from left eye to the roots of his bur, 
the other in bis Leg below the knee, that bad eltced 
through boot and flesh like a scythe-cut. His Eaee waa 
emear'd with blood, and he carried a masket. 

"Water I" he bark'd out ae he came trailing into 
the yard. " Give me water — I'm a dead man I " 

He was stepping over me to enter the kitchen, when 
he halted and said — 

" Art a malignant, for cert^ I " 

And before I had a chance to reply, hie musket was 
twung up, and I felt my time was come to die. 

But now the old savage, that had been sitting aJl 
day before hia fire, withont so mnch as a sign to show 
if he noticed aught that was passing, jump'd up with a 
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Bell and teapt Inwarda iw. He luid the nst were on VM 
Duor wn-ti;h t.fig'it,h«r, lirarinff anil clawintj. I iian hear 
Bieif hellbb outcnee to tbb day : l>Qt at the moment 
Buy turu'd me Eiiiiit. And the next thing I recnll b 
Mwing ilnigged insiile by the old man, who shut the 
I floor after nae and elipp'd the bolt, leaving the wonnded 
trooper on the other side. He beat against it for some 
time, 9ct>bing piteously for water : and then I heard 
liiin groaning at intervals, till he died. At least, the 
groans ceased ; and next day he was found with his back 
■gainst the cottage wall, stark and dead. 

Having pulled me inside, Joan's father must have 
ttionght he had done enough : for on thu floor I lay for 
hours, and passed from one awoon into another. He and 
the cat had gone back to the fire again, and long before 
erening both were sound asleep. 

So there I lay helpless, till, at nightfiiU, there came 
the trampling o£ a horse outside, and then a rap on the 
door. The old man started up and opened it : and in 
rushed Joan, her eyea lit up, her hreast heaving, and in 
Iier hand a naked sword. 

" Church and King, Jack 1 " ehe cried, and flung the 
Made with a clang on to the table. " Church and King t 
I O brave day's work, lad — bloody work this day I " 
'Vnd I swooned again. 
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r A LOOKDtO^LAaS AT BODUIN PAIS I UTH 
Wrni V&. {UNNIRAI TtMUCOMB. 

Tekkb had, iodeed, been brave work on Bnuldock Dowa 
that 19th of Jannary. For Sir lUlph HoptoD with tb« 
Cormeli grandees had maile 5bf;rt business of Ruthen's 
army — driving it headlong back on Liekeard at the fint 
charge, chasing it through that town, and taking 1,300 
prisoners (iDcludiug Sir Shilston Caliuady), together 
with many colours, all the rebel ordnance and ammu- 
Ditioa, and moBt of their arms. At Liskeard, aft«r refresli- 
ing tbeir men, and holding ne3.t day a solemu thanka- 
giving to God, tbey divided — the Lord Mohun with Sir 
Ralph Hopton and Colonel Godolphin marching with 
the greater part of the array upon Saltasb, whither 
Buthcn had fled and was entrenching himeelf; wliilfi 
Sir John Berkeley and Colonel Ashburoliam, with a 
■mall party of hotsd and dragoons and (lie voluntary 
legimeate of Sir Buvill Grenville, Sir Nich. Sluaniug, 
and Colonel Trevauion, turned to the north-eaat, towarda 
lAuiict:«tuu aiid TavieLock, to see what account they 
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tder of tha Korl of Stamford's 8 

ud no stotnnch to ftwaJt them, but potted oat 

uty iulji Plymouth and Exot'Or. 

Tvna on this exp^ition that two or three oi ih* 
captains I have mentioned ha!ted for &n hour or more at 
Temple, as well to recognise Joan's extreme meritorioni 
ierviee^as to thank me for the part I had iji bringing 
neiri of the Earl of Stamford's advance. For 'twaa 
this, they own'd, bsd saved them — the Ring's mes- 
■age being but an exhortation and an advertisement 
upon eome lesser matters, the most of which were 
alreadf taken out of haman hands bj the turn of 
events. 

But though, as I leamt, these gentlemen were full 
of oomplimenta and professions of esteem, I neither saw 
sor heard them, being by this time delirious of a high 
fever that followed my wound. And not till three good 
weeks after, was I recover'd enough to leave my bed, 
I nor, for many more, did my full strength return to me. 
Ko mother could have made a tenderer nurse than was 
Joan throughout this time. 'Tie to her I owe it that I 
am alive to write these wonls : and if the tears scald my 
eyes as I do so, you will pardon them, I promise, before 
I the end of ray tale is reaeh'd. 

In the lirst days of my recovery, news came to m (I 



t >UT A lOaKDiO-OUBI AT BODHIll V.UL SOS 

f forgst boff) that a «ol«nm loonuaent hud hinga taken 
I lyrtweini tltit [arliw is Devon And Ciuiiwall, and the 
cntmtrv wuB at pesee. Little I carml, &( t1ii> Uma i bat 
vna ooatsat — notf vprbg wu come — to loiter about tlie 
ton, and wblle waiditn^ Jooo at her work, to Uttnk 
Dpno Delta. For, alWit I hod tittle ba[>o to ma her 
again, my late prattf oomnde held my tbougbu the 
dajr long. I shared tbem witli nobody: for tbo' 'tis 
probable I had let some words fall in my delirium, Joan 
Derer hinted at this, and I never found oat. 

To Joan's company I xras left : for her father, after 
' aanng my life that afternoon, took no further notam 
of me by word or deed; and the cat, Jan Tergag^Ie 
(nam'd after a spirit that was said to hattat the moors 
bereabonle), vns aa indifferent. So with Joan I paaeed 
the days idly, tending the sheep, or waiting on her as 
■be plotigh'd, or lying full length on the hill-eide and 
talking with her of war and battles. Twas the one 
topic on which she was ourioua (scoffing at me when I 
offered to teach her to read print), and for hours she 
would listen to stories of Alexander and Hannibal, 
Casmx and Joan of Arc, and other great commanders 
wboae hiatory I remember'd. 

One evening — 'twas early in May — we had cUmb'd 
to tiw top of the grey tor above Temple, whence we 
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ooold tpj tlie white nila of tits two Claoneli auiruig, 
4n<], «tretcli'd u]>oti the iliort tnrF then, 1 wu telUngr 
my osnal tale. Joan lay beside me, her ohin propp'fl 
in one earth-staio'd hand, her great MuU-mn eyea wido 
open u she hsteoed. Till that moment I had reganled 
her rather as a man-comrade than a ^irl, but uuvr uome 
feminine trick of gesture awoke me periiape, for my 
fancy began to contrast her with Delia, and I broke 
off my story and sigh'd. 

" Art longing to be hence ? " she asked. 

I felt ashamed to be thus caught, and was nlent. 
She look'd at me and went on— 

" Speak oat, lad." 

" Loth would I be to leave you, Joan-** 

" And why ? " 

''Why, we are good friends, I hope; and I am 
.^TfttefuL" 

" Oh, ajre— wish thee'd leam to speak the tmth. 
Jack. Art longing to be hence, and ahalt — Boon," 

"Why, Joan, you would not have me dwell bera 
Always ? " 

he made no answer for a while, and then with a 

fe of tone — 

Shalt ride wi' me to Bodmin Fair to-morrow for a 

,t, an' see the Great Turk and the Fat 'Ooman and 
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On the moiTow, nbont nine in iho BDonung, we sot oS 
OD the strawberiT, b&lanoed eaaiy on an otd sack, 
which wiM all h>tr «ail(tle; n-ni I on Mullj', tbnt now wae 
aoond again uid chafing to be so idle. Ax we set out, 
Ljcon's father for the first tjme took some notice of me, 
'-ttaitding' at the door to see os oS and shouting aft«r ue 
to brings home some account of the wrestling. Looking 
back ftt a quarter- mile's distance I saw him still fram'd 
in the doorway, with the cat perch'd on his shoulder. 

Bodmin town is naught hat a narrow street, near on 
B mile long, and widening towards the western end. It 
lies mainly along the south side of a steep vale, and this 
May morning as Joan and I left the moors and rode down 
to it from northward, already we could hear trumpete 
blowing, the big drum sounding, and all the bawling 
voices and hubbub of the fair. Descending, we found 
the long street lin'd v,-itb booths and shows, and nigh 
blocked with the crowd ; tor the revel began early and 
was now in full swing. And the crew of gipsies, 
whiSlers, mountebanks, fortune-tellers, cut-purses and 
qoacks, mixt up with honest country £ao«B, beat even 
tbv rabble I bad seen at Wantage. 



ran mi.Txaw spde. 

Now my omi fint bosiness vne with a bu]ari I 
\ for U>t cli)th>^ I wore when I rode iut^i Titmple, fottr 
months hauk, had beca so sailljr messed nith blood, and 
afterwaTds out, to ftee them from my wound, that now 
all the tuuic I wore was of eack-olothj contrived and 
eticht together hj Joan. So I made at once for a 
decent ehop, where luckily I found a suit to fit me, 
one taken (the tailor said) off a very promising 
young gentleman that had the misfortune to be kiU'd 
on Braddock Down. Arrayed in this, I felt myself 
again, and offered to take Joan to see the Fat Woman. 

We saw her, and the ^thiop, and the Rhinoceros 
(which put me in mind of poor Anthony Killigrew), and 
the Pig-fac'd Baby, and the Cndgel-play j and presently 
halted before a Cheap-Jack, that was crying his wares 
in a prodigious loud voice, near the town walL 

Twas a meagre, sharp-visag'd fellow with a grey 
chin-beard like a billy-goafs ; and (as fortune wonld 
have it) spying onr approach, he picked out a minor 
from his stock and holding it aloft, addressed lu 
(straight^— 

"What have we here," cries he, "bnt it pair o* 
Jovers coming ? and what i' my hand hut a lover's hour- 
glass ? Sure the stara of heav'n must have a haii'l in 
this oonjuQctnre— and only thirteen -pence, my pretty 
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Cellowj for « ^Um t^t will t«Ii th« wottlMT t* yooc 

IfwcifUu^art's face, sod hel)] mmke it fine.*' 
'I1it:ri.> wert: niAuy (uiuQlry-fulIom witli thinr nuuila in 
khe crowd, tliAt tiini«(l their hoods «t tiiis address j uid 
hi asaai the women began. 
I "TitJfflMio' the Tort" 
" Joan's picked up wl' n swaethflui — t«o-hee I— •»' 
V reolcoced ber'd forsworn numfcind I " 
'•■Who is he?" 
" Some furriner, sure : that likes garlick." 
" He's bonght her no ribbons yet." 
" How should he, poor lad ; that can find no gtr- 
mente upon her to faatea 'em to ? " 
And so on, with a deal of spiteful laughter. Sonu 
of these sayings were half-tmth, no doubt : but tb* 
tmthfullest word may be infelix. So noting a dark 
flush on Joan's cbeek, I thought to end the scene by 

I. taking the Cheap-Jack's mirror on the spot, to stop his 
tongue, and then drawing her away. 
But in this I whs a moment too late ; for just as I 
reuoh'd np my hand with the thirteen -pence, and the 
grinning fellow on the platform bent forward with Idi 
mirtor, I heard a coarser jest, a rush in the crowd, and 
two heads go cracl: / together like eggs. 'Twas two of 
L JiNtn'it tormontors she had taken by the hair and served 
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■0 1 and droppng tHutn tine next ineUnt had oauglil 
the Choip-'liu.'k'E brard, m you might a bell-rope, and 
wmicji'd him hcad-foretnost oS bis stacul, my tliirtesii> 
pence flying far tinil wide. Plump he fell into the 
crowd, that suatt«r'd vn all {lacidB as Joan f ummellod 
him : and whack, vthach ! fell the blows on the pooi 
idiof B face, who ecream'd for mercy, aa though Jtid^ 
ment Day were come. 

No one, for the minute, dared to step between 
them ! and presently Joan looking up, with arm raised 
for another bufEet, epiod a poor Astrologer close by, in a 
red and yellow gown, that had been reading fortunes in 
a tub of black water beside him, but was now broken 
off] dismayed at the hubbub. To this tub she dragged 
the Cheap- Jack and sent him into it with a round aouae. 
The black water splashed right and left over the crowd. 
Then, her wrath aat«d, Joan faced the rest, with hands 
on hipB, and waited for them to come on. 

Not a word had she spoken, from first to last : but 
stood DOW with hot cheeks and bosom heaving. Then, 
finding none to take np her challenge, she strode out 
through the folk, and I after her, with the mirror in 
my hand; while the Cheap-Jack picked himself out of 
the tub, whining, and the Astrologer wip'd his long 
white heard and soil'd robe. 
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■taiootfl l>]r ihit taroalt, tmd it scmuit lU iKi! txraH' 
By tbe look of it, 'twu tbe cosdi of 9oii]e 
of qunlitjr ; ukI gliLDcing >t it I caw tawit ua 
ttlifinsn tvitli a gnre venerable face, aeilecL For 
the minnent it fbwlt'd on tne I bad «ean Iiim before, 
somewhere: wod cadgvll'd my wite to Uunk when it 
had been. Bat a eei^iiod luul ]oQg«r gue sssorei) mo I 
was mistaken, and I went on down the street aft«r 
Joan. 

She was walkmg faet and angry ; nor when I caught 
her np and bied to soothe, woold she answer me but in 
the shortest words. Woman's justice, aa I had jitst 
learnt, hae this small defect — it goes sfratght enough^ 
but mainly for the wrong object. Which now I proved 
ID my own case. 

Where are yon gmag, Joan ? " 
To ' Fifteen Balls' ' stable, for my horae.' 
Art not leaving the fair yet, surely I '* 
That I bsj tbo'. fiaye had Eairing enc 
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Nor tot m great part of tbo way home would eba 

■peak to me. Bat meeting;, by Found Scawens {« 

hamlet doae to the road), with some friends going to 

L Ibe tmr, abe iLopp'il Eor a nliile to chat with them. 
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It I rods furtnn] : aiid mhen aUe ovfirtoofc i 
brow WM clear a(»ain, 

" Am a. Iiot'lieaded £ool, Jtek, koA have apailt thy 
rda; for thee." 

" Nay, that yon have not," mid I, hcartiljr glad to 
■ee her bumble, for the first time in our acqaaintance : 
" but if you have forgiven me that which I could not 
help, you shall take this that I bought for you, in 
proof." 

And pulling out the mirror, I leant over and banded 
ittohei. 

" Wtat i' the world be thii ? " ehe aafd, taking 
mnd looking at it doubtfully. 

" Why, a mirror," 

" What's that ? " 

" A glass to see your face in," I explained. 

" Be this my face ? " She rode forward, holding up 
&£ glasfl in front of her. " Why, what & handsome- 
looking gal I be, to be sure I Jack, art certain 'tis my 
Tery own Eaee?" 



" To be 8 






" Well t " There was silence for a full minute, i 
r onr horses' tread on the high-road. And thtjn— 
" Jack, I be powerful dirty I " 
Tliia was true enough, and it made me kogh. Sbt 
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3 op anlemnlv ^ sijr aurtlt (havi^ ao moam of a 

I, tiMQ flr «Ter) smi l^fit £n««id to At ^am teiea. 

" Bj ifae mf," sud I, " did jaa aatk s cunt^ 

* oetatdc tbe crowd, bj- tha Qm^tc^t boMk f~- 



m -Wlntf 

r I jamp«d is roj- mJdIe, uid witli a poll >t tlte lindW 
brragfat MoHj' to « Et>ad-etilL 

-Of Gieys?" I cried. " Sbnmd of Sir QMkia 
KiDigTew Uiat was?" 

" Big4it, iad, exc^ tbe last word. ' Tliat it,' 
■hooM'et rather eay." 

"Ttkeo you are wroog, Joao: for he's 6tmd and 
bvried, Uuae firs moaths. Where is this hoiis« of 
GieyvJ tar to-momnr I most ride there." 

" Tia caaf f <mod, tlien : tor it stands on tbe south 

•oaat yuuler, and do honw near it: &Te mile from 

Ufwhare, and sixteen &am TempU, due sooth. SimQ 

want tiue afore tbm storteat. Jack. Dear, now t who'd 

* tliooglit I was so dirtj?" 



The oottegv door atcod open as we rode into Hm 
If and from it a faiot sniota cuae coiling, with a 
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m^l of ptai. Witbin I fonnd Uio ttnoaM'riDi> tnrvtt 
iBcattor'^ about »b on tbe dny of my first arriv&l, and 

unAng them Ja&o's Eatlicr etrctcli'd, I'm on ht> bee : 

only this time tte cat wiia curl't] wp (juietlj*, And \yin\g 

between tbe old loan's efaouldor-bladca. 
r "Drunk again," said Joan shortly. 

But lootinft more narrowly, I marked a purplish 

etain on the ground hy the old man's mouth, and turned 

him softly over. 

" Joan," said I, " he's not dmnlt — he's dead ! " 
She stood above us and looked down, first at the 

corpse^ then a.t me, without speatdog for a time : at 

last^ 

"Then I reckon he may so well be boried." 
"Girl," I call'd out, being ahoek'd at this callous- 

nesB, " 'tie your father — and he is dead ! " 

" Why thafs so, lad. An he were alive, ehouldn't 

double thee to bury 'u." 



And 80, before n'ght, we carried him up to the 
bleak tor-side, and 'iug his grave there ; the black cat 
followinjj us to look. Five feet deep we laid him, hav- 
ing dug down to solid rock ; and having covered him 
over, went silently back to the hovcL Joan had not 
■bed a single tear. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



I DO NO SOOO or TH» BOVSt OP QLBTI. 

LVlKT oaHy nest moTning I awok«, udJ huann^ no 
sound in the loft above (whither, since my coming, Joan 
had carried her bed), conoladed her to be still asleep. 
But in thia I was mistaken: for going; to tlip well at 

I ttie back to wash^ I foand her there, etudjing her face 
in the mirror. 

" Lockily met, Jack," ehe eaid, when I was cleansed 

I uid freshly glowing : " Now fill another bucket and 

I larve me the Bame." 

" Cannot yon wash yourself ? " I ask'd, as I did so. 

1 '* Lost the knack, I reokon. Stand thee so, an' 

I'tlufih the water over me." 

I " But your clothee I " I cried out, " they'll be soaking 

I wet I" 

I " ClotheB won't be worse for a wash, neither. So 

I alush away." 

I Therefore, standing at tliree paces' distance, I eent a 

pbadcetlul over her, and then another and another. Six 

I timet' I filled and emptied the bucket in all : and at the 
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■and bIi9 wis BatiiSod, luid vrcot, drippiajf, ba<^ t 
IdbcheD tii got me my breakfast. 
•' Art easly abroad," she said, w we sat* t<^th«r ont 

^^m " \^B, for I must ride to Gleya tbia morning-." 
^^P " Shan't be Hony to miBs tbee for a while. MskiM 

^V me feel eo shy — tbta cleanlinesa." So, promieiDg to be 
^P back by nightfall, I went presently to saddle Molly; 
^B Uld following Joan's directions and her warnings 
^B Against quags and pitfalls, was soon riding south 
^M MrosB tbe moor and well on my road to the Hoose of 
H Gleys. 

H^ My way leading me by Braddock Down, I turned 

■side for a while to examine the ground of the late 
fight {tho' by DOW little was to be seen bnt a piece 
of earthwork left uofinisht by the rebels, and the 
fresh mounds where the dead were laid) ; and so 'twa« 

»higb noon — and a dull, cheerless day — before the hills 
broke and let me have sight of the sea. Nor, till the 
noise of tbe surf was in my ears, did I mark the 
cMmneys and naked grey walls of tbe hoose I was 
Iwund for. 

Twas a gloomy, savage pile of granite, peroVd 

the extremity of a narrow neck of land, wlimv 

ery wind might sweep it, and the waves beat i 
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SIS 



s liilcit tb« dlff below. Tbe tidf wu now »t 

fall, ftltDDft, lud thi! spnj flying in my face, 

f crossed the head of * nnall biiicfa, f.it^etl h 

, and Rmnlilcd of the rough rood to the eti- 



court! 
^Ltnred 



A thin tine of amolie blown tcvnl fnitn nae chimoej' 
was nil thfl sign of life m tho buildtns:: for the numw 
ligbte of the upper etony were mostly shntlefied, and the 
lower floor w&s hid from me by k lii<;ii wiiII i-m.-loEiag & 
courtlage in front. One etunttd ash, wUh boughs tor- 
and bent towards the mainland, stooil by the g*t^ 
%hi<;h was locf d. A smaller door, also lock'd, wae let 
into the ^te, and in this again a shuttered iron grating. 
Hard by, dangled a roBty bell-puU, at which I tn^'d 
Utardilj. 

On this, a crack'd bell sounded, far in the house, and 

flock of etarlings oat of a disue'd chimney. 

leir uries died away presently, and k'ft no eoand but 

[that of the gulls wailing about the cliJf at my feet. 

all the answer I won. 

I rang ag^n, and a third time : and now at laat 

le the sound of footsteps shuffling acn>ss the oourt 

itbin. The shutter of the grating was sHpt biK'k, and 

voice, cracfd as the hell, asked my business. 

To HtM Master Uannibal Tiiigoomb," answered I, 



310 



THi wuMvat earn. 



I 



"Thy narae?" 

"He Bhall htsa it in timn. Say that 1 i 

tlDsineBa oonoeraitig^ tiic estate.*' 

V The Toim mutter'd somcthiug, ud th« footstep* 

Fwent back. I had been kiclnnv my heels there for 

twenty minntes or more wheu they returned, and 1 

voice repeated the question — 

"Thy name?" 

SeiDg by this time angered, I did a foolish thing ; 
which was, to clap the muzzle o£ my pistol against the 
grating, cloee to the fellow's nose. SiDgolsr to aay, th« 
triok serv'd me. A bolt was slipt hastily back and tba 

[wicket door opened stealthily. 
"I want," said I, "room for my horse to pass." 
Thereupon more grumbling followed, and a pro- 
digious creaking of bolts and chains ; after which the 
big gate swung stiffly back. 
" Sure, you must be worth a deal," I said, " that 
shut yourselves in so careful.'* 
Before me stood a strange fellow — extraordinary old 
and bent, with a wizen'd face, one eye only, and a chin 
that almost touched his nose. He wore a dirty suit of 
livery, that once had been canary-yellow ; aod shook 
with the palsy. 

" Miifiter Tingcomb will see the jotmg man/' ! 
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xjocak'd, nodding bu bokd; "bat n s-readiiu* just 
ia his Bible." 

"A pretty balnt," wuwenal I, Indin^ to MiiUy — 
Bui ifhy not hav^ aatd jo ? " 

He num'd to ooondn thu for « wliile, and then mid 
abruptly — 

" Hare aorae pastj wid aame good oder ?" 

"Why yes," I raidj "with all my heut, when 
hare stabled the Borrel her«." 

e led the way acntaa the txrart, well pared bat 
chok'd with weeds, towards the stable. I found it a 
■paciotts boildiD^, and coonted sixteen stalle there ; bot 
■II were empty save two, where stood the horses I had 
seen in Bodmia the day before. Having stabled Molly, 
I left the place (whieb was thick with eobwebe) and &>1- 
low'd the old servant into the honae. 

He took nie into a great etone kitchen, aad bronght 
oot the pastf aad cider, bat poured out half a glass 
only. 

" Have a cam, young man : 'tii a loecbus, tUck^ 
■ednctivs drink," and be chockled. 

"TwouU turn the edge of a knife,'* said I, tasting 
it and looking at him : but hia one bleaHd eye was 
uucnitable. The party also waa mouldy, and I eooo 
lud it down. 
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n: *n<] dnipiiin^ thvai the n«st biftaat had o«tm&l 
the Chnap- Jack's bcnnl, as yuu might a l)eU-iope, and 
wreuch'tl liim head^toramost oS lib Etanii, my lltirteen- 
peno^ flying far and wide. Plump he fell into the 
crowd, that siatt.er'd on all faanda aa Joan pummelled 
him : and leAack, whack I fell the blows on the i*oat 
idiot's faee, who Bcream'd for mercy, aa though Judg^ 
ment Day were come. 

No one, for the minutej dared to step between 
them : and presently Joan looking up, with arm raised 
for another buffet, spied a poor Astrologer close by, in a 
red and yellow gown, that had been reading fortunes in 
ft tub of black water beside him, but was now broken 
ofE, dismayed at the hubbub. To this tub she dragged 
the Cheap- Jack and eent hiro into it with a round souse. 
The black water splashed right and left over the crowd. 
Then, her wrath sated, Joan faced the rest, with bands 
on hips, and waited for them to come on. 

Not a word bad she spoken, from first to last ; bnt 
stood DOW with hot cheeks and bosom heaving. Then, 
finding none to take up her challenge, she strode out 
through the folk, and I after her, with the mirror in 
my hand; while the Cheap-Jack picked himself out of 
the tub, whining, and the Astrologer wip'd hb long 
white beard and soil'd robe. 
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Oatnde the thnxm* wac ■ oarruq^o, ttopp'J for « 
Btogbt hy tfaU ttunult, and a Berntnt at tba bi-rstw* 
wads. By tbo look of it, 'tira« tW cnscli of some 
KmiD of quality } and glaQcio)^ at it I entr inside aa 
I gentlvtoan vrith a grava Yi»iembl« taee, soM'vd. For 
the intHueot It flaali'd oa me I hod seea htm before, 
■Amitwh«ro: and cudgell'd my wita to think where it 
bad bvcD. Bat a SGCond and lon^r g«ze assured ran I 
waa mistaken, and I went on down the street aft«r 
Joan. 

She was walking fast and angry ; nor when I caught 
I her dp and tried to soothe, would she angwer me but in 
I the shortest worda. Woman's justice, aa I had just 
I' learnt, has this small defect — it goes straight enough, 
' hut mainly for the wrong object. Which now I proved 
in my own case. 
]■ " Where are yon going, Joan ?" 

^L "To ' Fifteen Balls" stable, for my horse." 
^^ " Art not leaving the fair yet, surely I " 
^B "That I be, tho*. Have had fairing enow — wi' a 
^naani" 

^r Nor for a great part of the way home would she 
Bpeak to me. But meeting, by Pound Scawena (a 
hamlet close to the road), with some friends going to 
Lfiw fair, she itop^i'd fur a while to chat with them, 
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tux eFiiDoiiD am. 

whiUt 1 mJti riimran] : uiH wlwn abe oTAttook xat, 1 
hnw wac ckar ai^aio. 

" &m » hot-headad fcol. Jack, and bav« spoilt thj 
I- dajr for th«e." 

" Nay, that you have not," eaid I, hoartily gUd to 
■m her humble, for the first time in our acqaaintaDoe : 
" but if you have forgiven me that which I could not 
help, yon shall take this that I bought for you, in 
proof." 

And pulling out the mirror, I leant over and handed 
it to her. 

"What i' the world be this?" ehe ask'd, takiiig 
and looking at it doubtfully, 

" Why, a mirror." 

" What's that ? " 

" A glass to see your face in," I explained. 

" Be this my face ? " She rode forward, holding up 
the glass in front of her. " Why, what a handsome- 
looking gal I be, to be sure I Jack, art oertaln 'tis my 
very own face?" 



" To be H 



'■■ said I 



" Wall I " There was silence for a ftdl minute, mm 
toe oDT horseET* tread on the high-road. And then^ 
" Jack, I be powerful dirty 1 " 
Thu waa tnie enough, and it made me laogk Shi 
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looked op lioletDuly at my mirth (haviajf no teum of ■ 
joke, then or fiver) and bent fonrard to tiie gliua ngtia. 
" By tlio way," said I, " did ywi nmrk a mrriage 
juft oaUtdH tbe oniwil, by the ChBap-Jacfa biioth ? — 
with a whiti^-tiKir'd gontlerovi Hated inside 7 " 

Joan nodded. " Matter Haanibu) Tiugoomb : itcinuil 
^^ GJaya." 
^B "What I" 

^m I jumped in my saddle, and with a pult at the bridle 
^■Ivought Molly to a stand-Btill. 

H " Of Glt-ys ? " I cried. " Steward o£ Sir Deakin 
Killigrew tliat waa P ** 

"Kigbt. lad, except the hist word. 'That it,' 
ehould'st rather say." 
^L "Then you are wrong, Joan: for he's dead and 
^Hraried, these five months. Where is this hooae of 
GleyB? for to-morrow I must ride there," 

" 'Tis easy found, then: for it stands on the south 
coast yonder, and no house near it: five mile from 
e, and sixteen from Temple, due south. Shall 
jit tbee afore thou startest. Jack. Dear, now I who'd 
.' thought I was bo dirty ? " 

"nie cottage door etcod open as we rode into the 
id, and from it a faint smoke came curling, with a 
Aft 



mell of (Mat. "Within I found the emoulil'ring tmrw 
mtiet'd about a* on the day »F my Rnt unv»l, fuid 
• Ltiem ilcian's fntLer etrctcli'd, ihil oa ttufacei 
onl; this time the cat wna carl'd up 4uiutlj-, and lying 
between the old mao'e ehouMcr-bliules. 
. "Drunk again," said Joan shortly. 

But looking more narrowly, I marked a purplish 
■tam on the ground by the old man's mouth, and turned 
him softly over, 

" Joan," said I, " he's not drunk — ^ha's dead ! " 
She stood above us and looked down, first at the 
I corpse, then at me, without speaking for a time i at 
jt— 
" Then I reckon he may so well be buried.*' 
"Girl," I call'd out, being ahocVd at this calloiu- 
iBS, " 'tis your father — and he is dead I " 
" Why that's so, lad. An he were alive, shouldn't 
I tooble thee to bury 'n." 



And 80, before night, we carried him np to the 

bleak tor-side, and '^ug his grave there ; the black cat 

following; ua to look. Five feet deep we laid him, hav- 

L ing dug down to solid rock ; and having covered him 

I over, went eilcntly back to the hovel. Joan had oot 

I ihed a single tear. 
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TUT flftrlj next oioniiii^ I iwokr, Mkl beuing no 
1 in llie loft shon (whithvr, Biocc mjoomtng, Joan 
had Guried ber ^»d}, ooneladed ber to b« etUl ulMpi. 
Bat in this I was mistaken : for goiug to thi- well *t 
ihe back to wash, I fonad her there, •ttutyin^ h«r boo 
in the mirror. 

" Locktlj met, Jack," nhe mid, when I was cleanaod 
■ad fresh]; giowing : " Now fill another bucket umI 
piarve me the same." 

m "Cannot yon wash yuorself ?" I ask'd, as I did so. 
P ** Lost the knack, I reckoa. Stand thee eo, an' 
stuBb the water over me." 

" But yonr clothes I " I cried out, " tJieyTl be soaking 
wetl" 

" Clothes won't be worse for a wash, neither. So 
■loah &way/' 

Therefore, BUnding at three puces' distance, I sent • 
bocketful over her, and then another and another. Six 
r [ filled and emptied the bucket in all : sud at th« 
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«nd sb« was satisfied, and went, dripping', ba«fc to Ukt 
kitabcQ to ^t me my lireaklost. 

Art (sirlj altroiid," alie smd, ii« we sat together otct 
tlwmeftl. 

"Yes, for I must ride to Gleys ttis morning." 

" Shan't be aorry to mies thee for a while. Makes 
me feel so shy — this eleanJiness," So, promising to ho 
back by nightfatl, I went presently to saddle Molly : 
and following Joan's directions and her warnings 
Bgainst quags and pit£allaj was soon riding eouth 
acrora the moor and well on my road to the House o£ 
Gleys. 

My way leading me by Braddock Down, I turned 
wide for a while to examine the ground of the late 
fight (thn* by now little was to be seen but a pieoe 
of earthwork left unhnisht by the rebels, and the 
freeh mounds where the dead were laid) ; and bo 'twas 
high noon — and a dull, cheerless day — before the hilla 
tffoke and let me have sight of the sea. Nor, till the 
noise of the surf was in my ears, did I mark tha 
chimneys and naked grey watts of tbe honse I was 
Wund for. 

'Twas a gloomy, savage pile of granite, perch'd 
ftt the extremity of a narrow neck vf ianj, whora 
every wind might Bwee|> it, and the waves beat oo 
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dine «D]e5 the diff below. TImi tide wm now at 
tlh) fqll, ftlmuat, ftod ttu) cpnj fijin^ in toy fatn, 
u wo oroBied tlw bead of » amsll laewb, fonlw] a 
BtreUB, ontl accunbled op iht roogb rood to Hne ea- 

Ibftnve gate. 

^K A this Uiw of amolce blo«rn level from one ehinuivy 
^^bs all tlie cijpi of life ia the buUdiu^: tfit the narrow 
^ngliU oE the nppisr storey were mostlj^ shatten;d, and the 
IfxwcT floor was hid from me by a hig-li wall enclosing a 
ooorUage in froot. One stuoted ash, with liuugha tor- 
tared and bent towards the mainland, stood by the gat«, 
whieh was lock'd. A smaller door, also locked, was let 
into the gate, and in this ttgain a shuttered iron grating. 
Hard by, dangled a rusty bell-pull, at which 1 tngg'd 
-jfturdily. 

Oa this, a crack'd bell Bounded, far in the houac, and 
[ a flock of starlings out of a disus'd chimney. 
Ilieir eries died away presently, and left no sound but 
of the gulls wailing about the c\lS at my feet. 
s all the answer I won. 
I niDg again, and a third time : and now at last 
) the sound of footsteps shuffling across tho court 
within. The shutter of the grating wiu tili|)t baok, and 
a voice, crai'k'd iw the bell, asked my businwis. 

" To seo Master Hannibal Tingcomb," answered L 
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"He sball hear it in limQ. Say tb^t I oomo oa 
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; the VRtate." 



IS concenung tl 

The voice mutt«r'il eometihiiig, and the footet«pa 
went back- I had been kioking my heels there for 
twenty minutes or more when they retamed, and the 
voice repeated the question — 

"Thy name?" 

Being by this time angered, I did a foolish thing i 
which was, to clap the muzzle o£ my pistol against the 
grating, close to the fellow's nose. Singular to aay, the 
trick serv'd me. A bolt was slipt hastdy back aod the 
wicket door opened stealthily. 

"I want," said I, "room for my horse to pass." 

Thereupon more grumbling follow'd, and a pro- 
digious creaking of bolts and chains ; after which the 
big gat£ swung stiffly back. 

"Sure, you must be worth a deal," I said, "that 
shut yourselves in so careful." 

Before me stood a strange fellow — extraordinary old 
end bent, with a wizen'd face, one eye only, and a chin 
tiiat almost touched his nose. He wore a dirty suit of 
livery, that once had been canary-yellow ; and shook 
with the palsy. 

"Master Tingcomb will see the yoong man/' 1m 
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DOW in hie Bilils." 

"A pretl/ kabit," aiuwcnd I, IteJing m HoIIt — 
"tf uoMMOniJile. But why not ham wl »?" 

Bfl Bnm'd tn aouader this for « while, umI then autl 
•brnptly— 
I^^ " Hkto aome puty Kod lome good cid«r ?" 
^H "Why yee," I said, "with all my heart, when 
He hsTe stabled the sorrel here." 

He led thfl way Bcnws the court, well paved bot 
t^Vd with weeds, towards the stable. I found tt ■ 
spacious building, aai counted sixteen stalls there ; bot 
all were empty save two, where stood the horses I had 
seen in Bodmin the day before. Having stabled Molly, 

^Itft the place (which was thick with cobwebs) and fol- 
w'd the old servant intu the hauee. 
He took me into a great stone kitchen, and brought 
t the pasty and cider, but poured out half a glass 



" Hare a care, yonng man : 'tia a luscious, thich, 
reductive drink," and he chuckled. 

"Twould tnm the edge of a knife," suid I, tasting 
it and looking at him : but his one blcai'd eye wa» 
_Jo«cniUibte. The pasty also was mouldy, aod 1 sooa 
i it down. 
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" Haat • proud iriomiKili tlxafc coButh of Hxiaq 
m|)taouHl/ : the beef tbetvta is oar own tiUinff," mid 
. " Young air, ut a maa of blood, I gnsitly fear, by 
thjr long sword and bandiowtf with Umj fitxi-arnu." 

" Sball be presently," answered I, " if yoo lend ni« 
- not to Master Tingcomb." 

He scrambled up briskly and totter'd out of the 
kitcben into a stone corridor, I after him. Along this 
he hurried, muttering all the way, and halted before a 
door at the end. Without knocking he pushed it open, 
and motioning me to enter, hnsteii'd back as he had 
come. 

" Come in," eaid a voice that seem'd familiar to 



Though, as you know, 'twas still high day, in the 
xoom where now I found myself waa every api>earance 
of uighl: the shutters being closed, and six lighted 
candles standing on the table. Behind them sat the 
venerable gentleman whom I bad seen in the coach, now 
wearing a, plain suit of black, and reading in a great 
book that lay open on the table. I guese'd it to be the 
Bible; but noted that the candles had shades about 
them, so disposed as to throw the light, not on tlie pag«, 
but on tlie doorway where I stood. 

Yet the old gentleman, having bid me enter, went 



■:• begw — 

•U'wanl to Bir Deddn K;l 

Ue vat BO, wtHmtd-r^ , ;i3 : 

. . And my darling uom the pow« d( tfat 
Hen be pauMd with fiager on tht j^Mtt ukl- 
] up. " Yea, janog cir, that ia my aaine— sbe4 
9 tba late Sir Deakin Killigreir." 

"Thilate?" -iri-*! I: " Then roa koow - 
" Sorely I know that Sir Deakio is dead : elas 
loold I be bat an uBwortby stetranl." H« otxiii'd his 
gnve eyes as if in wonder. 
" And his Eon, also ? '' 

" Also bis soQ Antbooy, a beadstrong boy, I < 
tOB, a ooDsorter iriUi vile characters. Aibul that I 
•hould say it." 

" And his daiighter, Mistress Delia ? ** ^H 

" Alas 1 " and be fetched a deep sigb. ^M 

" Di) yoa mean, sir, that she too is dvud t " 
" Whyj to be sure — but let ua talk on less painful 

" Is one moment, sir : but Gret toll mo— whura i 
e die, and when ? " 
T'or my heart stood still, and I waa fain to elirf 
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file iaUe between vm to keep me from CalUng. I Hdnlk 
tiiii did not escape hinij for he gave me a ahaxp lodl^ 
and then spoke veiy quiet and hush't. 

"She was cruelly killed by highwaymenj at tiie 
'Three Caps' inD^ some miles out of Hungerford 
The date given me is the 3rd of December last/' 

With this a great rush of joy came over me, and I 
blurted out, delighted — 

'^ There, sir, you are wrong ! Her father was kill'd 
on the night of which you speak— cruelly enough, as 
yon say: but Mistress Delia Killigrew escaped, and 
after the most incredible adventures '* 

I was expecting him to start up with joy at mj 
announcement ; but instead of this, he gaz^d at me very 
sorrowfully and shook his head ; which brought me to a 
stand. 

"Sir," I said, changing my tone, "I speak but 
what I know : for 'twas I had the happy fortune to 
help her to escape, and, under God's hand, to bring 
her safe to Cornwall." 

" Then, where is she now ? *• 

Now this was just what I could not tell. So, stand- 
ing before him, I gave him my name and a history of 
all my adventures in my dear comrade's company, from 
the hour when I saw her first in the inn at HongerfoicL 
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StSl kecptsg' bs fiaear as tbe {ngVi fat bmrd mo to 
tfaa end ttto atiTdj, but intb s cmliag of tlie li|H 
towiiiii the daae, ench M 1 did not like. And «bca 

I 1 had doac, tv sy bibuc be vpoke o(U Blurpljr, wid m 

^^h lo ■ wlopt schoolhiir. 

^H *"TU * o6ck.ud>tnilI dutj, m, of whicli I onutd 

^"wipe to mke jon wluiiMd. Six weks in yoar com- 
poaf? *nd in bojr's habit? Sorely 'twss enoo^ tlw 
pure onhappy m»i(3 tlwald be dead — withooi snch tiIo 
■bnder on her fame, and Erom jen, tliat wei« known, 
mr, to have been at that inn, and on that night, with her 
morderen. Bojr, I have evidence that, taken with your 
oonfcBBton, woold weave joa a halter; acd am a Justice 
«£ tJie Peace. Be Ihaokfol, then, that I am a mercifal 

tBian : yet be ahasht." 
Abasht, indeed, I was ; or at least tak«i aback, to 
we hia holy indignation and the flash on his waxen 
diedi. Like a fool I stood staggered, and wondered 
dimly where I had b«ai^ that thin voioe before. In Ihe 
confusion of my eensee I heard it say solemnly — 

"The Eina of her fathers have overtaken her, as the 
Sook of Exodos proclaim'd : therefore is her Inheritonoe 
wasted, and given to the satyr and the wild ass." 
** And which of Lhu twain be you, sir ? " 
I (Btonnt t«D wli£t forced thu violent rjdciieea £n>m 
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me^ fiur he seemM ui honesty good man ; but m j heart 
was boiling that any should pat so ill a eonstruction on 
my Delia. As for him, he had risen, and was moving 
with dignity to the door — ^to show me out^ as I guess. 
When suddenly I, that had been staring stupidly, leapt 
upon him and hurled him back into his chair. 

For I had marked his left foot trailing, and, by the 
token, knew him for the white-haired man of the 
bowling-green. 

" Master Hannibal Tingcomb," I spoke in his ear, 
" —dog and murderer ! What did you in Oxford last 
November ? And how of Captain Lucius Higgs, other- 
wise Captain Luke Settle, otherwise Mr. X. ? Speak, 
before I serve you as the dog was served that night I *' 

I dream yet, in my sick nights, of the change that 
came over the vile, hypocritical knave at these words of 
mine. To see his pale venerable face turn green and 
livid, his eye-ball start, his hands clutch at air^— it 
frightened me. 

*' Brandy I " he gasped. '* Brandy I there — quick — 
for God's sake I '' 

And the next moment he had slipped from my grasp^ 
and was wallowing in a fit on the floor. I ran to the 
cupboard at which he had pointed, and finding there 
a bottle of strong waters, forced some drops between his 
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Iccth: »ai tufj woc^ it was, he pnaliin^at me all tlw 
aad f'ttmiDp at ib« raoaUt. 
Fmentl; he oAficd tn writtiB and bit« : moi liflii^, 
■rt him le hi' eliair, wKak Lb Uf, a mera limp butullo. 
•fid hlinkiii^. So I nt dmra bong hia, and 
hit recoTciy. 
Dew foung sir,** h« b(!g«D at hagih leebljr, Itis 
eouching the Bil>l« befen htm, (torn form of 
taiiit. " Kind joong sir — I am tn aid, dyias mao, 
md my sins have foaml me out. Only yesterday, the 
^yraciaii at Bwlmin told roe that my days an nom- 
ber'd. This is the second attack, and the tbiid will kiU 
me." 

"Well?" said L 

" I£— if Mistress Delia be alive (as indt«d I did noi 
think), I will make restitution — I will ooufees — only tell 
toe what to do, that I may die in peace." 

Indeed, be lu>k'd pitiable, sitting th'^re and stammer- 
ing: bat I harden'd my heart to say — 

" I most have a confession, then, written before I 
leare the room." 

"But, dear young- friend, you will not iiee it if 
I give up all ? You will aot seek my life ? Mmt already 
is worUiIi^, as you see." 

"Why, 'tis what you dfoerve. But Delia shall say 
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I find ber — as I ehaHl go Btrai^ht io seek ber. U ' 

be lost, I ahftU u»ii it — nevtjr fear : if she be Found, 
it aball bo hers to eay nrbnt mercy she can discover in 
her heart; hut 1 promise you I shall advise none." 

The tears by this were coursing down his shraiikBn 
cheeks, hut I obeerv'd him watch me narrow'y, aa 
though to find out how much I knew. So I pull'd out 
my pistol, and eetting pen and paper before him, 
obtain'd at the end of an hour a very pretty confession 
o£ hie sins, which lies among my papers to this day. 
When 'twas written and sigu'd, in a weak, rambling 
hand, I read it through, folded it, placed it inside my 
eoat, and prepared to take my leave. 

But he called ont an order to the old eerrant to 
saddle my mare, and stood softly praying and beseech- 
ing me in the courtyard till the last moment. Nor 
when I was mounted would anything serve but he must 
follow at my stirrup to the gate. But when I had 
brieflj' takes leave, and the heavy doors had creaked 
behind me, I beard a voice calling after me down the 
load — 

Dear young sir t Dear friend I — I had forgotten 

lewhat." 

rning, I foimd the gate fastened, and tJie Inm. 
■batter slipt back. 



1 so so 6OO0 9 TBJt Rocn ■■» nLEIS. ££S I 

* W«U? " I uJcmI, laaniag towardc it. 

*Dcsr TDLi)|> friend, I jniy tluse, for tlijr puptr i 



swwt Cluwtho FaHunumt, man titaa 1 



thoOMDd I 



I twmtf 

I stnog, aoiler the Eul itf Slamfonl, lave orertaluvi Ui; 
Friends, the nuli^asot gimtiT, onr StotloB HeilJi, ii 



the iMirth-eart. Hey ft 
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tbii boor to-morrow, the Fspiste all Trill be numing 
like cnnin to tlieir IrarrowB, and little ohiiiww wilt tboo 
have to oeek Delia Killigrew, much less to find her. 
Aod remember, I kBow eooo^h of thj- late senieea 
to liang tlwe : mercy then will lia in my friends' 
bands ; but be sure I eliall advise none." 

AdJ witlL B mocldiig laogb he dapp'd-to the 
grating in my faoe. 



s»a 



OHAfTER XV. 

I LIATB JQAH AND BIDl TO THl WASSt 

Yon may guess How I felt at being thus properly fooled. 
And the worst was I could see no way to mend it; for 
against the barrieado between us I might have beat 
myself for hours^ yet only hurt my fists : and the wall 
was so smooth and high^ that even by standing on 
Molly's back I could not — ^by a foot or more — reach the 
top to pull myself over. 

There was nothing for it but to turn homewards^ 
down the hill : which I did^ chewing the cud of my 
folly^ and finding it bitter as gall. What consoled 
me somewhat was the reflection that his threats were^ 
likely enough, mere vapouring: for of any breach of 
the late compact between the parties I had heard 
nothing, and never seemed a country more wholly given 
up to peace than that through which I had ridden in 
the morning. So recalling Master Tingcomb's late &ce 
of terror, and the confession in my pocket, I felt more 
cheerful. " England has grown a strange place, if I 
eannot get justice on this villain,^' thought I ; and rode 
forward^ planning a return-match and a sweet revenge. 



"^«. *' 
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^n in Qo more tootiiiag ^unio, I beluivn, in the 
I tbaa this of luildjD^ ima^inarjr trioiuphaBt die- 
» with joar enemy. Yei (oddly) it brougbt me 
but eolA Gomfort on this occasion, my wouod bvin^ 
too reoent and galling. The sky, ao long cioudedt wfts 
brighl'ning^ now, and growing serenet every mihute t 
the hills were thick with Cox-^loves, th« valee white 
with hawthorn, amelliiig very sweetly in the cool of the 
day : but I, with the bridle flung on Molly's neck, pass'd 
them by, thinking only of my discomfiture, and barely 
ronsing myself to give back a " Good-day " to those that 
met me on the road. Nor, till we were on the downs and 
Joan'a cottage cajne in sight, did I shake the brooding off, 
Joan was not in the kitchen when I arrived, nor 
about the buildings ; nor yet could I spy her anywhere 
moving on the hilla. So, after calling to her onoe or 
twice, I stabled the mare, and set off np the tor-side 
to seek her. 

Now I must tell yon that since the day of my 
coining I had made many attempts to find the plaoe 
where Joan had then hidden me, and always fruitleBsly ! 
though I knew well whereabouts it must be. Indeed, I 
had thought at first I had only to walk straight to the 
hole : yet found an«r repeated trials but solid earth uui 
boulders for mj paim. 



mil apLRNDtD sea*. 

But to-day &e I olimb'd pub the fpot, imnetliLD^ 
vBiy bright SoeL'^ in my eyes tmd ii^zzM me : anil 

rfslibing them aod looking, I caw h giatt hole m the 
EOl — facing- to the Boa'-weat — in the very place I had 
#earch'd for it; and out of tbia a beam of light 
glancing. 
Creeping near on tip-toe, I found one huge block of 
gmnit« that before bad fieemed bedded, among a dozen 
fellow-boulders, against the turf — the base resting on 
another well-nigh as big — was now rolled back; having 
been fixed to work smoothly on a pivot, yet so like 
nature that no eye, hut by chance, could detect it. Now, 
who in the beginning designed this hiding-place I 
leave you to consider; and whether it was the Jews 
or Phfflnicians — nations, I am told, that once work'd 
^B tha hills around for tin. But ineide 'twas curiously 
^F paved and lined with slabs of granite, the specks of ore 
in which, I noted, were the points of light that had 
once puzzled me. And here vas Joan's bowei, and' 

»Joan herself inside it. 
She was sitting with her back to me, in her left 
•hand holding up the mirror, that caught the rays of the 
now sinking sun (and thus had dazzled me), while with 
her right she tried to twist into some form of knot 
I her tresses — black, and coarse as a horse's mane — that 
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)r ifae IibJ lauglily bnidsd. A [«J1 of wmt«r ctood 
K ber; sad ttnnuxl tv;^ scattvr'd « wore ur mun of 

^ilwinf, oat (o the shape of hxir-pitu. 

tis pmbdblii thai afler « aimnt«'» tmbihinp 1 lei 
none bnt^bter «cn|« me. At any nie Jnui niroed, 
tjitcd me, aod acnunMed up, with ut an^ry nnl nil bvr 
ohook. Hhiii I ruw Uuil Iwr boiIuM was tumtcr lu'd 
tban lum], sod a bi>v of tgUuw ribloo (fiah'd up< 
hatTen knows wbence] stuck in the bosom. But tbe 
Btrangest thing was to note the effi-ol. of this new Lidi- 
neas u|iod her : for she took a step forward as if to cuff 
me by the ear (as, a day agoiie, she would hare done), 
and then stopp'd, very shy and hesitating. 

" Why, Joan," said I, " don't be an(>cr'd. It 
anita you choicely — it does indeed." 

" Art scoffing, I doubl." She stood looking heavily 
and askance at me. 

" On my faith, no : and what n rare tirinff-bowflr 
the Jew's Kitchen makes 1 Come, Joan, be dobuiiair 
and talk to me, for I am out of luck to-day." 

" Forgit it, then " (and she pointed to the ann), 
"whiles yet some o't is left. ' Tell me a tale, an 
thoo'rt minded." 

"Of what?" 

**(y the bloodiest battle thou'st ever beard toll oa." 



/ 



Bo^ flitting hy tiie moath of the Jew*! Eitobeiij I 
told bar as maoh as I could remember oat of Homer*! 
Biadi wondering the whfle what my tator^ Mr. Joedas 
How, of Trinity CSollege^ wonid think to hear me so nee 
his teaching. By-and-bye^ as I warm'd to the taloj 
Joan forgot her new smartness ; and at lengthy when 
Hector was running from Achilles round the walls, 
clappM her hands for excitement, crying, '' Church an' 
King, lad ! Oh, brave work I '* 

"Why, no/' answered I, '"twas not for that they 
were fighting ; '* and looking at her, broke oS with, 
" Joan, art certainly a handsome girl : give me a kiss 
for the mirror.'' 

Instead of flying out, as I look'd for, she faced 
round, and answered me gravely — 

" That I will not : not to any but my master.** 

*' And who is that ? '* 

" No ui:m yet ; nor shall be till one has beat me sore : 
him will I love, an' follow Uke a dog — if so be he whack 
me often enow'." 

*' A strange way to love,*' laughed I. 

She look'd at me straight, albeit with an odd 
gloomy light in her eyes. 

" Think so. Jack ? then I give thee leave to try." 

I think there is always a brutality lurking in a man 
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up oat mawmi. Tci why do I leek ezoiuH, 
r thxt bare never yet finmd o&ef To be phio, I wpang 
Lfiaicelf up ud ifter Itma, who had almady itarted, ud 
WH nomg iltmg the dope. 

Twice Monnd the tor ihe led me : tnd though I 
ttain'A my best, not » yud oonld I gun upon her^ for 
her hue feet ouried her light sad free. Indeed, I WM 
lonng ground, when ooming to the JeVi Kitchen ft 
eeoond time, she tried to slip inside and ahnt the Htone 
in my face. 

Then should I have been prettily bemock'd, had I not, 
with a great effort, contrived to thrust my boot against 
the door jaat as it was closing. Wrenching it open, I 
laid hand on her shoulder ; and in a moment she had 
gript me, and was wrestling like a wild-cat. 

Now being Cumberland-bred I knew only the 
wrestling of my own county, and nothing ofthe Cornish 
flfyle. For in the north they stand well apart, and try 
to wear down one another's strength : whereas the 
Cornish is a brisker lighter play — and (as I must confess) 
prettier to watch. So when Joan rush'd in and closed 
with me, I was witlun an ace of being thrown, pat. 

But reoovering, I got her at arm's length, and held 
her so, while my heart ach'd to see my fingers gripping 
her shoulders and sinking into the flesh. I begg'd off; 



/ 
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Init she only fought and panted^ and stniggled to loci 
me by the ankles again. I oonid not have dreamM ti» 
find sooh fierce strength in a girL Once or twice she 
nearly overmastered me: but at length my stubborn 
play wore her out. Her breath came short and iaistj 
then fainter: and in the end^ still holding her o£E^ 
I turned her by the shoulders, and let her drop quietly 
on the turf. No thought had I any longer of kissing 
her; but stood back, heartily sick and ashamed of 
myself. 

For awhile she lay, tum'd over on her side, with 
hands guarding her head, as if expecting me to strike 
her. Then gathering herself up, she came and put her 
hand in mine, very meekly. 

" Had lik'd it better had'st thou stamped the life 
out o^ me, almost. But there, lad — ^am thine for 
ever I " 

'Twas like a buffet in the face to me. '' What I ** 

I cried. 

She look'd up in my face — dear Heaven, that I 
should have to write it ! — with eyes brimful, sick with 
love j tried to speak, but could only nod : and broke 
into a wild fit of tears. 

I was standing there with her hand in mine, and a 
burning remorse in my heart, when I heard the clear 
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of a bogle Uown, mn.j od fhe nwd to Laon- 

' Looking Hut -vnj, I nw • gmft Dompany of Hums 
fitnirg down am the onrtj Uu Btm fining level ob 
^mx khu iud ft gfem itudard tliai thef bore in tiuir 

Jon flpied them tlie Mine initKnt, and ehaok'd har 
■obs. Withont m mnd we flung oanelTefl down fntt> 
leoglli on the torf to watch. 

They were more than a thonsand, as I gness'd, and 
came winding down the road very orderly, till, being 
full of them, it seem'd a long serpent writhing with 
■hiiTy acalea. The tramp of hoofi and jingling o£ bits 
were pretty to hear. 

" AcbeU 1 " whisper'd L 

Joan nodded. 

There were three regiments in all, whereof the first 
(and biggest) was o£ dragoona. So clear was the air, I 
eonld almost read the legend on their standard, and the 
calls of their captains were borne ap to as extremely 
distinct. 

As they rode leisurely past, I thought of Master 
Tiugcomb's threat, and wonder'd what this anay could 
intend. Nor, turning it over, conld I find any explicEt- 
tion : for the Earl of Stunford's gath^ing, he had said. 



r 

I 
I 
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vns \a tite narth-eost, and I knen such troops m q 

Comish generals had to be qinirt!!r*d nt Ijaiinccston 

Yet here, on tlie near ^do of LaunccstoD, was a lafgt 

"bodj of rebel haree marahitig quietly to the eoii'-wosl. 

"Wliere was the head or tail to it ? 

Turning my head as the last rider disappear'd cm 
the way to Bodmin, I spied a squat oddly-shap'd num 
striding down the hill very bristly : yet he look'd about 
bim often and kept to the hollows of tbe ground j and 
was crossing below us, as it appear'd, straight for Joan's 
cottage. 

Cried I : " There is but one man in the world with 
sncb a gait — and that's Billy Pottery I " 

And jumping to my feet (for he was come directly 
beneath us) I caught up a great stone and sent it bowl- 
JTig down the slope. 

Bounce it went past him, missing his legs by a foot 
or less. The man tum'd, and catching sight o£ me as I 
stood waving, made his way up tbe bOl. 'Twas indeed 
Captain Billy : and coming up, the honest fellow almost 
hugg'd me for joy. 

" Was seeking thee, Jack," he bawled : " learnt 
from Sir Bevill where belike I might find thee. Left 
his lodging at Launceston this mornin', and trudged 
ivery foot o* tlie way. A thirsty land, Jack — neith"" 
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not nun't meat thanioj nor • <but to A 
down on: m' time women onlj Iut* I kWd diie 
dayl" Be brob ofE ud look'd at Joan. "Bee^in* 
tha kd/e fudon br BeA-mMmen and my o* ipeeoh." 

"JoMi.'' Hid ], "thie u Billy PoUeir, a good 
—■"■"«■ Hjid friend of "»'"« : ■nJ as deaf aa a haddoot** 

Bil^ made a leg ; and aa I pcnntad to tilie road when 
iha eavaliy had just diiappeai'dj went on with a nod — 

" Titaif» so : old Sir O'a^ Cbadleigh's troop o* 
htme sent ofE to Bodmin to seize the High Sheriff and 
hie potte there. Two how agone I spied 'em^ and ha' 
berai ever since playin' spy." 

" Then where be the King^B f oicea ? " I made shift 
to enquire by signs. 

" March'd out o' Launceston to-day, lad — an' but a 
biscoit a man between 'em^ poor dears — for Stratton 
Heath, i' the nor'-east, where the rebels be encamp'd. 
Heard by scouts o' these gentry bein' sent to Bodmin, 
and were minded to Eght th' Earl o' Stamford whiles his 
dragooners was away. An' here's the long an' short o't; 
thoa'rt wanted, lad, to bear a hand wi' us up yonder — 
an the good lady here can spare thee." 

And here we both look'd at Joan — I shamefacedly 
OLongh, and Billy with a puzzled air, which he tried 
vary delicately to hide. 
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mi flPtRHiUD am. 

She put h«r baod in nuae. 

"To fight, lad?" 

I Dodded my lieiwl, 

"Then go," Bhe B&id witboat a shake ia her t<»ss; 

and as 1 made no ajisner, went OQ — "Shalt a woman 
Ikinder wben there's fightin' toward? Only come back 
when thy wars be over, for I shall miss thee, Jack." 

And dropping my baud ehe led the way down to the 
oottage. 

" Now BiHy, o£ conise, had not heard a word of 
this : but perhaps he gather'd some import. Any way, 
he pull'd up short midway on the elofie, Kratch'd his 
bead, and thunder'd — 

" What a good lass 1 " 

Joan, some pa^ee ahead, tom'd at this and smil'd ; 
whereat, having no idea he'd spoken aix>ve a whisper. 
Silly blnsht red as any peony. 

Twas but a short half-hour when, the mare being 
saddled and Billy fed, we took our leave of Joan. Billy 
walked beside one stirrup, and the girl on the other 
side, to see us a few yards on our way- At length she 
halted— 

"No leave-takin's, Jaek, bnt 'Church and Kingl* 
Only do thy best ajid not disgraoe m«." 

And "Church and King I " she call'd thrice after 
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^npS^Bwc^g in tbe rnuL . IW ma, u I rode ap ont of 
that Tslleyj the dranu ueni'd beKtang and tha bogle* 
(■Iliiig to a new life ehaad. The hut light of day wu 
- on ihs ton, tiw air blowing fmhar ai we mounted ; 
asd with MoUy^ areryatep the paat five nunLtha ap^ 
pear'd to diasolva and &I1 away from me aa a dream. 

On the crest, I tom'd in flte saddle. Joan was yet. 
itanding there, a Uadk apeek on the road. She waved 
her hand once. 

Billy had tum'd too, and, nncorering, ehonted ao 
that the hill-tops echoed. 

" \ ermd la^e — a good Uaa I But what'a beoome o* 
f otlier <»te ? " 
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Night came, and found aa bat midway between Temida 
and Launceston : for tbo' my comrade atepp'd briskly 
beside me, 'twas useless to put Molly beyond a walk ; 
and besides, the mare was new from ber day's journey. 
This troubled me the less by reason of the moon (now 
aUnoBt at the full), and the extreme whiteness of th« 
road underfoot, so that there was no fear of gwing 
astray. And Billy engaged that by sunrise we should 
be in sight of the King's troops. 

" Nny, Jack," he aaid, when by signs I offered him 
to ride and tie : " never rode o' horseback but once, and 
then 'poll Parson Spiuks his red mare at BideEord. Par- 
son i' those days was courtin' the Widow Hambly, over 
to Torriogton : an' I, that wanted to fare to Barnstaple, 
spent tliat momin' an' better part o' th' afternoon, 
clawin' off Torringtou. And th' end was the larboaj^ 
halyards broke, an' the mare gybed, an' to Torrington I 

I went before the wind, wi' an unseemly bloody nose. 

i ' Lud 1 ' crieB the widow, ' 'tis the wrong man 'pon tba 
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IH^wse I * ' Fudoa, miitreM/ nji I, ' the nun ii 
1 Boow, bat ^Km tlie wrong hone, tas aara/" 
Now ftod Haa, m we went, I woold diamonnt and 
kid Mdly by the bridle for s mila m eo : and all th« 
my to IwinoMton Billy wu leooantinir hit adTentoies 
■nee oor p•rtil^f . It ^tpeor'd that, after leaving msj 
tiwy had oome to Flymoath with a Mr poaiage': bat 
befoie tiiey ooold unlade, had advertisement of liie 
Ooremor'a design to seize all vessels then riding: i° ^ 
Saand, for purposes of war; and so made a quick escape 
by night into Looe Haven, where they had the fortaue 
to part with the beet part of their cargo at a high 
profit. 'Twas while unlading here that Dilly bad a mind 
to pay a debt he ow'd to a cousin of his at Altarnun, 
and, leaving Matt. Soames in charge, had tnim]>ed 
northward through Liskeard to Launceston, where he 
found the Cornish forces, and was met by the news 
of the Earl of Stamford's advance in the north-east. 
Further, meetiug, in Sir Bevill's troop, with some 
north-coast men of his acquaintance, he fell to talking, 
and so learnt aliout me and my ride towards Braddook, 
which (it seem'd) was now become common knowledge. 
This led him to seek Sir Bevill, with the result that 
you know : " for," as he wound np, " 'tis a desirable an* 
rue delight to pay a debt an' see some fun, together." 
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We had wxme tremble at lAnnoeBtxm gate, wbera 
were a few btughers posted for sentrieflj andj as I could 
■eej ready to take fright at their own shadowa. But 
Billy gave the watch- word (''One and All'')^ and 
presently they let us through. As we passed along the 
street we marked a light in every window almost, the' 
'twas near midnight; and the peojle moving about 
behind their curtains. There were groups too in the 
dark doorways, gathered there discussing, that eyed 
us as we went by, and answered Billy's Good-nighty 
honest men ! very hoarse and doubtfully. 

But when we were beyond the town, and between 
hedges again^ I think I must have dozed ofE in my 
saddle. For, though this was a road full of sharp 
memories, being the last I had travelled with Delia, I 
have no remembrance to have felt them ; or, indeed, of 
noting aught but the fresh night-air, and the constel- 
lation of the Bear blazing ahead, and Billy's voice 
resonant beside me. 

And after this I can recall passing the tower of 
Marham Church, with the paling sky behind it, and 
some birds chattering in the carved courses : and soon 
(it seem'd) felt Billy's grip on my knee, and open'd 
my eyes to see his finger pointing. 

We stood on a ridge above a hollow vale into which 
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tt«' Ban, flungh now Inigli^ did nob yot jaaee, bnt 
BMnBg OTW to ft big^j flftw iffl tl hill be^oDd^ imote lenl 
«a liiw aftar line ol wfaita tenti — ^tha pnttust sight I 
TwH tha enemy tliare enounped on die top and aome 
■WM^ down HkB aidea, ilie amoke of their tnuapled watcb- 
fiiea atill oarling among the gone-boBhea. I heard 
tbnr tnunpeta < ^Hiwg anil drama befttmg to uma ; for 
thoogh, glancing hook at the sim, I judged it to be 
hardly poat fonr in tha morning, yet already the alopea 
were moving like an ant-hill — ^the regiments gathering, 
anns flaehing, horsemen galloping to and fro, and the 
captains shouting their commanda. In the distance this 
had a sweet and cheerful sound, no more disquieting than 
a plough-hoy calling to bis team. 

Looking down into the valley at our feet, at first I 
aaw no sign of oar own troops — only the roofs of a 
fitUe town, with overmuch smoke spread above it, like a 
morning mist, Bnt here also I heard the church bells 
clashing and a drum beating, and presently spied a 
gleam of arms down unong the trees, and then a regi- 
ment of feet moving westward along the base of the bill. 
Twas evident the battle was at hand, and we quickea'd 
OUT pace down into the street. 

It lay on the slope, and midway down we pass'd 
tome watch-fires burnt out ; and then a soldier or two 
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mnaing; and futtming thmr Ftrapc; u<l latt t 
child, that fie^m'd wtM witb tb« jny of living amid graat 
ereuU, but 1«! as pretty etnught to the aign of " Tho 
Tne" whicb indeed vrns the only taTem. 

It stood 6ome way biu^k frooi the street, with n 
great elm before the porch : where by a table sat two 
meo, with tankards beside them, and a email company 
of grooms and eoldiera standing round. Both mea 
were more thao ordinary tall and soldier-lilca : only 
the bigger wore a scarlet cloak very richly lao'd, 
' and was shouting orders to his men ; while the other, 
dreet in plain buil suit and jack-boots, had a map 
spread before him, which he studied very attentively, 
writing therein with a quill pen. 

" What a plague have we here ? " cries the big man, 
as we drew up. 

" Recruits if it please you, sir," said I, dismounting 
and pulling o£f my hat, tho' his insolent tone offended raa, 

" S'lid t The boy speaks ae if he were a regiment," 
growls be, half aloud ; " Can'st fight ? " 

"That, with your leave, bit, is what I am oome to 
try." 

" And this rascal ? " He turned on Billy. 

Billy heard not a word, eS. coarse, yet answered 



I imdily— 
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^'' Wby, sboe your tionoar ia w {deaiiintlf miim 
H be cid«." 
Now Um) fiist effect of this, ddiT«r*d with &II fniw 
oE hiag, was to m&ke the big man sit bolt aprigbt and 
cUriiLg : rccov«riii|f apevchj howvvcr, he broke into a 
ToOe; of bbupbemoua curaas. 
-^ Alt this while the tatta '\u buS haJ Bcarat> lifted his 

s off the map. But now ha looks up — and I saw at 
^e first glance that the two men hated each other, 
" I think," said he quietly, " my Lord Mohun haa 
f lorgot to ask the genilemon's name." 

"My name is Marvel, sir — John Marvel." I 
I mswer'd him with a. bow. 

'' Hey 1 " — and dropping his pen he starts up and 
I' grasps my hand — " Then 'tis you I have never thanked 
I for His Gracious Majesty's letter." 
" The General Hopton ? " cried I. 
" Even 60, sir. My lord/' he went on, still holding 
mtay hand and turning to his companion, " let me present 
to you the gentleman that in January sav'd your liouse 
of Bocconnoo from liuniing at the hands of the rebels 
— whom God conl'ound this day I " He lifted his 
Ifliat. 

"Amen," said I, as his lordship bowed, exceeding 
Ktul^. But I did not value his rage, being hot with 
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joj to be 00 lepnds'd by the fint captain (m I yel 
hold) on the royal side. Who now^ not without a Ay 
triumph^ flung the price of BQly's cider on the taUe 
and, folding up hie m^p^ addressed me again — 

^' Master Marvel^ the fight to-day will lie but little 
with the horse — or so I hope. You will do well^ if 
your wish be to serve us best, to leave your mare 
behind. The troop which my Lord Mohun and I com- 
mand together is below. But Sir Bevill Grenville, who 
has seen and is interested in you, has the first claim : 
and I would not deny you the delight to fight your first 
battle under so good a master. His men are, with Sir 
John Berkeley's troop, a little to the westward : and if 
you are ready I will go some distance with you, and put 
you in the way to find him. My lord, may we look for 
you presently ? '' 

The Lord Mohun nodded, surly enough : so, Billy's 
cider being now drunk and Molly given over to an 
ostler, we set out down the hill together, Billy shoulder- 
ing a pike and walking after with the groom that led 
Sir Ralph's horse. Be sure the Generars courtly 
manner of speech set my blood tingling. I seem'd to 
grow a full two inches taller; and when, in the vale, 
we parted, he directing me to the left, where through a 
gap I could see Sir Bevill's troop forming at some five 
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famdnd pBeM* diatuw^ I fdt a tbij dnpokto wHtior 
indeed; md eei off it » mn, witii Kl^ bdiiiid me. 

TFww n open epaoe we had to cmnj dotted niA 
gosee-tmebea ; and the enemT'e i^immti, plain to ee^ 
drawn np in battalia on the elope above, wiuch ben wai 
geaOa tiian to the eoatli and west Bat hard!;' bad w« 
gone ten yarde than I eaw a poff of white flmoke abor^ 
tSien anotiier, and then the snmmit ring'd with flame ; 
and heard the noise of it roaring in the hilb around. 
At the first sound I pull'd up, and then begun running 
again at full Bpe<^ : for I saw our dirisiijn alreoJy in 
motion, ami advancing up the hill at a quick yace. 

The curve of the slope hid all but the nearest ; but 
above them I saw a ntcep earthwork, and thereon three 
or four brass pieces of ordnance glittering whenever the 
smoke lifted. For here the artillciy was plying the 
briskest, pooring down volley on volley ; anri Four regi- 
ments at least sti^iocl matvi'i'l U^himl, r-miiy t/> FhII on the 
Comishmen; who, ariRW'Ting wil.h a ^rri.iil (linnliurgt 
ef musketfy, now ran ForK-ar'f rtrnrf! niioMy. 

To catch up with thpm, I m^M now birn iny '-.uuf*^ 
obliquely np the hiit, wh'^r" niiminij w.^-: -.I'-n.y t/,i!- 
eome. We were pan*-iii[; alonjf wln-n ■jikIiI.-hI/ » bIi'i-wt 
of sand and earth wm 'liva'nt. in rny fv. flj-iiHcrit,,; nnt 
all OTW. Half-Winded, I lofrkVI aw' tow » i/r.at. r-.n. ?- 
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flhofc bad pIoaghM a tranoh in the gnmnd at my hd^ 
and lay there buried. 

At tbe same momentj Bllly^ wbo was running at my 
ahonlder, plumps down on bis knees and begins to wbine 
and moan most pitiably. 

" Art hurt, dear fellow ? *' asked I, turning. 

" Oh, Jack, Jack — I have no stomach for this I A 
C00I9 wet death at sea I do not fear ; only to have these 
great hot shot burning in a man's belly — ^'tis terrifjring. 
I Aate a swift death I Jack, I be a sinuer — ^I will con- 
fess: I lied to thee yesterday — ^never kissM the three 
maids I spoke of — ^never kissed but one i' my life, an^ 
her a tap- wench, that slapt my face for 't, an^ so don't 
properly count. I be a very boastful man 1 " 

Now I myself had felt somewhat cold inside when 
the guns began roaring : but this set me right in a 
trice. I whipt a pistol out of my sash and put the cold 
ring to his ear: and he scrambled up; and was a very 
lion all the rest of the day. 

But now we had again to change our course, for to 
my dismay I saw a line of sharpshooters moving down 
among the gorse bushes, to take the Comishmen in 
flank. And 'twas lucky we had but a little way further 
to go ; for these skirmishers, thinking perhaps from my 
dress and our running thus that we bore some message 
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a'd Stv on tu [ u>i tW they wue bad inarkimeQ, 
s 0(^1/ to •« ibor boHoU psUeiiog inba tbo tori, to 
iirMuul left. 

We fSDghL ap tha Tcry Ust l>a« oE tH-r :iy;foudiB9 

Mji — Imn, hoDj^-lookuig men, wiUi wan i!iti«s, but 

ibouting luftily. I tLinfc tiiey were ftbaut tknw btindrcd 

1 all. " CtiDie un, lad," uilled out s beeuxled fdlnw 

1 & banda^ over one e/e, making room for me at 

side; "tiiere's work tor plenty morel" — and a 

quuulu after, a sLot Ural: him in the ribs, and he 

Bcream'd oui " Oh, my God !" and flinging np hie anus, 

leapt a foot in air and fell on his tace. 

Pressing ap, I noted tliat the Bret line was now at 

I the foot of the earthwork ; and, in a minute, saw their 

steel capB and crimson sashes swarming up the face of 

it, and tbeir pikes ehiuiug. But now came a shock, 

and the fellow in front was tbrnst back into my arms. 

I reeled down a pace or two and then, finding foot- 

I hold, stood pushing. And next, the whole body came 

tumbling back on me, and down the bill we wunt flying, 

with oaths and cries: Three of the rebel regiments had 

, be«ti flung on us and by sheer weight bore us before 

I them. At the same time the sharp-shooters pour'd in 

I m volley i and I began to see how a man may go through 

[ • baLlIc, and be beat, without striking a blow. 
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Bot in tjte taiist at this mvrry 1 beiinl the »ouiid it' 

[cheering. 1'wbh Sir John Bcrkeley'a tniop {till now 

osted uodeT cover of the hedges below) UimI hud corn 

our supjMtrt ; and the rebels, fearing to adviince too 
, must have witbdriiwn again behind their earthwork, 
for after a while the pressure eaa'd a bit, and, to 1117 
amaze, the troop which but a minute since was a mere 
huddled crowd, formed in some order afresh, and once 
more began to climb. This time, I had a thick-set pike- 
man in front of me, with a big wen at the back of his 
neck that seem'd to &x all my attention. And up we 
went, I counting the beat of my heart that was already 
going hard and short with the work; and then, amid 
the rattle and thunder of their guna, we stopp'd again. 

I bad taken no notice of it, but in the confusion 
of the first repulse the greater part of our men had 
been thrust past me, so that now I found mjself no 
further back than the fourth raut, and at the very foot 
of the earth-work, up the which our leaders were fltmg 
like a wave ; and soon I was scrambling after them, 
ankle-deep in the sandy earth, the man with the wen 
just ahead, grinding my instep with his heel and poking 
Itis pike-etaS between my knees ae he slipt. 

And just at the moment when the top of our wave 
was cleaving a email breach above us, he fell on the Sat 
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of bis pike, witb bie aum Itannl in tlLi> |fnivi!l aoj hii 
snauiB tiuiching. hi'ik'ttig up 1 eitir a tall nit>el 
Bttaddllnff abore faim with tntwbcfc olubb'd t« beat 
ku ttniM out : whom with aa diort I Cftugfat by the 
boot i and, the bank slipping al tkat instAnt, tlowa m 
all Klid in a heap, a jumble of anns and legs, to ike 
TCTy bottom. 

Before I bad tlie eand well ont o{ my eyes, 3^ 
ooionule was up and had bis pike loose; and tn a' 
twinkling, the rebel was spitted tbrougb tlie middle and 
writhing, 'Twas eicbeoiog; but before I could pull 
out my pistol and end his pain (as I was minded), back 
came our front rank a-top of ns again, and down they 
were driven like sheep, my companion catching up the 
dead man's musket and ammunition bag, and I follow- 
ing down the slope with three stonti rebels at my heels. 
"What will be the end of Uit f" thought I. 

The end was, that after forty yards or so, finding the 
foremost close upon me, I turn'd about and let fly with 
my pistol at him. He spun round twice and drop't : 
which I was wondering at (the pistol being but a poor 
weapon for aim) when I was caught by the arm and 
poU'd behind a elump of bushes handy by. 'Twas the 
man with the wen, and by his smoking musket I knew 
that 'twa« he had fired the shot that killtd my pursuer. 



tni «ns!»Dio sm- 

" Good tarn Cor good turn," ttyi ha : "qujcic with 
■thy othar pistol I " 

Th« other two bad stopped doubtfully, but at 
the next ^«cliarge of my pistol they turn'd tul and 
went up the hill again, and we were left alone. And 
«tiddenly I grew aware that mj head was aching fit 
to split, and lay down on the turf, very sick and 
fll. 

My comrade took no notice of this, but, going for 
the dead man's musket, kept loading and Bring, pausing 
now and then for his artillery to cool, and whistling a 
tune that run? in my head to this day. And all the 
time I heard shoute and cries and the noise of musketry 
all aroimd, which made me judge that thb attack was 
going on in many places at once. When I came to 
myself 'twas to hear a bugle below calling again to the 
charge, and once more came the two troops ascending. 
At their head was a Blight^built man, bare-headed, with 
the sun (that was by this, high over the hill} smiting 
on his brown curia, and the wind blowing them. He 
carried a naked sword in his hand, and waved his men 
forward as cheerfully as though 'twere a dance and he 
leading out his partner. 

"Who is that yonder?" asked I, sitting up and 
^wntiiig' 
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"Blflw tliv innocunt hmdl" eaid toy oomnde,. 
[• dona't tbor fcirnw ? Tis Sir BkitUL*' 



TwotiM be t«dioiM to UAl the wltole of this loi^ 
[ght, whidi, begioitiag eoan ft£ter enimee, eaded not tall 
in the aiKmaoa, or tbcreabout^ : simI ittd<:<ed of tba 
bole my recollection is but of continoal advance and 
ipulse oa tfaat saioe elope. And herein may be eeea 
the wisdom of our generals, in attacking while the 
main body of the enemy's horse was away : for had the 
Earl of Stamford possessed a sufficient force of dragoons 
to let slip OD 119 at the first disi:(>mfitun!, there is little 
doubt he might have endud the battle there and then. 
As it was, the horse stood out of the fray, theirs upon 
tie summit of the hill, oars (under Col. John Digby) 
en tbo other elope, to protect the town and act as 
reserve. 

The fnot, in four parties, was disposed about the 
bill on all sides ; to the west — as we know — under Sir 
John Berkeley and Sir Bevill GrenvUle ; to the south 
under General Hopton and Lord Mohim ; to the east 
nnder the Colonels Tom Basset and William Oodolphin ; 
while the steep side to the north was stormed by Sir 
Nioholas SUnning and Colonel Oodolphin, with their 
^mpuiies. Ajtd u we had but eight small pieces of 



cnonon and wvm in nnnibcin Inm Umn obb bi tw»i 
we bod to do vm» to nutrcb op the bill in ttu!B at tlidtr 
Sre, catdi a knocfc un the bead, maf Iw, grin, mi oaatB 
nn agam. 

Bat at three o'clock, we, having Iwen for the sixth 
time beat«n back, were pantinrr under cover of a hedge, 
and Sir John Berkeloj, near by, was writing on a drum- 
head Bome message to the camp, when there comes a 
yoang man on horseback, his face emear'd with dirt and 
dust, and rides ap to him. and Sir Bevill. Twas (I hava 
since learnt) to say that the powder w.is all spent bat a 
barrel or two : but thia only the captains knew at th« 
time. 

" Very well, then," cries Sir Bevill, leaping np gaily. 
" Come along, boys — we must do it this time." And, 
the troop forming, once more the trumpets sounded the 
charge, and np we went. Away^ along the slope we 
heard the other trumpeters sounding in answer, and I 
believe 'twas a aursum corda f to all of na. 

Billy Pottery was ranged on my right, in the first 
rank, and nest to me, on the other side, a giant, near 
Heren foot high, who said his name was Anthony Payne 
ftnd his business to act as body-servant to Sir Bevill. 
And be it was that struck up a mighty curious song in ' 
the Cornish tongue, which the rest took up with a wiU. 
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^Cwu inorodiblc bow it pni fin into Uuun bO : ksd Sir 
Bevill iMt hu fast into du ur, snd kfLet him lika 
•chonnxiyv *n pdl«i, stimigfat fra- Uw maaM ahcvl. 

For now over the naqjut oanw k oocapui; of red 
tnutfeeteen, aad two oE raw at rclad pikwman. efawging 
down va la. Jl modHmt, tai we won cnub«d back : 
ADotber, sad tba chant rose agun. W« wen gnpi^iag, 
faaod to luuul, in the midst o£ Uwir filM> 

Bat, good lack I What nss ia Bwocdamaiiahip in a 
oharge li^ this T The first red-coat that enooonter'd m« 
I had spitted through the long, and, earned on by th« 
mih, he twirled me roond like a windmill. In an 
instant I wae paa^d ; the giant stepping before me and 
<t1»»Ting a space aboat hira, using his pikti as if 'twere 
a Sail. With a wrench I togg'd my sword out and 
foQowed. I saw Sir Bevill, a little to the left, beaten 
to his knee, and carried towards me. Stretching out a 
hand I pull'd him on his feet again, catching, as I did 
so, a crack on the skull that would have ended me, had 
not BfUy Pottery put up his pike and broke the force of 
it. Nest, I remember gripping another red-coat by tlie 
bcaril and thrusting at him with shorten'd blade. Then 
the giant ahead lifted his pike high, and we fought to 
rally round it; and with that I eeem'd caught o£E my 
mfievi and swept forward : — and we were on the crest. 
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IbUiig Ineililit I Hw fJie enflmj meHaiig oft Hm 
rammit lika a man's breath off a pane. And Sii 
Bevill oanght my hand and pointed aerofls to wherej 
on the north nde, a white standaid embroider'd with 
gold gpnffins was moonting. 

'"Tib dear Nick SlanningI'' he cried: ''God be 
piais'd — ^the day is onrs for certain I ^ 



CHAPTER XVn. 

I IIMT WTTB « lUPPT ADVINTTIEB BT BtntNDTO 
OP A Q&BSK LISHT, 

i rest of this agnai victory {la which 1,700 pmouen 
rere taken, beadee the Major-General ChudlelgBj and 
1 the rebels' camp, cannon and victuals) 1 leave his- 
^ toriane to tell. For veiy soon after the rout was 
aasured (the plaiD below full of men ecreammg and 
running, and Col. John Digby's dragoons after them, 
chasing, cutting, and killing), a wet muzzle was thrust 
into my hand, and turning, I found Molly behind me, 
with the groom to whom I had given her in the morn- 
ing. The rogue had counted on a crown for his readi- 
neas, and swore the mare was ready for anything, he 
having mist half a pint of strong ale with her mash, 
not half an hour before. 
I So I dctermin'd to see the end of it, and paying the 
nellow, climb'd into the saddle. On the summit the 
I Cornish oiiptaine were now met, and cordially em- 
bracing. "Tia very sad in these latter times to call back 
their shouts and boyish laughter, so soon to be quencht 
LoD Lanitdowse elopee, or by Bristol graff. Yet, O 
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fiivirar'il Ddm I — to oluw Victoiy, to fj»8p her flntf nag 
Eldrt, juid BO, with wann, pjmting oheekfl, kiuiti^ iter. 

rto CiiII, eocaping cy'il <Uj» t 
How could tliey Uagh? For me, the late pa^ 
>JQnat« fitruggle left me sliaken with subs; and for 
the starting tears I saw neither moors around, nor 
eun, nor twinkling sea. Brushing them away, I was 
aware of Billy Pottery striding at my stirrup, and 
naunching at a biscuit he had found in the rebels' <»nip. 
Said he, " In season. Jack, is in reason. There be timea 

»to sing an' to dance, to many and to giro in mat- 
riage; an' likewise timea to become as wax: bat 
now, looHn' about an* aeein' no haughty slaughterln' 
cannon but haa a CorniBbmau seated 'pon the toiicb- 
hole of the same, aaya I in my tbougbtaome way, 

»*PorbearI*" 
' Presently he pulls up before a rebel trooper, that 

was writhing on the slope with a shatter'd thigh, yet 

raised himself on his fists to gaze on as with wide, pain- 

£ul eyes. 

" Good sirs," gasp'd out the rebel, " can you tell me 

»— where be Nat Shipward ? " 

" Now how should I know? " I anawer'd, 

'"A had nutty-brown curls, an' wore a red jacket— 

Oh, aa straight a young man as ever pitched bay 1 's 
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■rved in General Chndleigli'e bnop — ■ viiry aiD^olar 
ftrftight youn^ roan." 

" Doiitfa had taken a many Rich,'' tud I, and 
mght OD th« nuD I bad run throagh in miT lost 



The fellow groaned. " 'A vna tay aon," he said t 
though Billy pull'd out a biscuit {his pockets bnlgvd 
[with them} and laid it beside him, he turn'd from it, 
and aank hack on the tiirf a)>aiD. 

We left him, and now, the dcBcent being gentler, 
broke into a run, in hopes to catch up with Col. John 
Digby'a dragoons, that already were far across the 
next vale. The alope around us was piled with dead 
and dying, whereof four out of every five were robele ; 
and cmelly they cursed us as we pase'd them by. Night 
was coming on apace ; and here already we were in 
deep shadow, bnt could see the yellow sun on the 
hills beyond. We crossed a stream at the foot, and were 
climbing again. Behind us the cheering yet continued, 
though fainter : and fainter grew the cries and shouting 
in front. Soon we turn'd into a lane over a steep hedge, 
under the which two or three stout rebels were cowering. 
Ah we came tumbling aimost atop of them, they ran 
yelling : and we let them go in peace. 

The lane giadoally led us to westward, ont of the 



BUUB line of tlis root, ^"^ put a htmlet when 
door was shut: and all siloot. And At Lut ft alios nf tha 
SM fronted aa, between two steeply sbelTing Hills. Oa 
the crest of the road, before it plunged dowD toward* 
the coast, was a w^gon lying against the hedg«, witk 
the horses gone : aod beside it, stretch'd across the road* 
ao old woman. Stripping, we found her dead, with 
a Bwoid-tbrust through the left breast; and inside the 
waggon a young man lying, with bia jaw bound op, 
— 4ead also. And how this sad spectacle bappen'd here, 
eo far from the battle-field, was more than we could 
l^esa. 

I was moving away, when Billy, that was kneeling^ 
in the road, chanced to cast his eyes up towards the seiii, 
and dropping the dead woman's hand scrambled on bis 
feet and stood looking, with a puzzled iace. 

Following his gaze, I saw a small sloop moving 
nnd^r shorteu'd canvas, about two miles from liie land. 
She made a pleasant sight, with tlie last rays of sun- 
light flaming on her sails : but for Billy's perturbati^m 
I could not aooount, eo tum'd an enquiring glnaco 
to him. 

" Suthin' i' the wind out yonder," was his uuwer 
" Whafs a sloop doing on that rateh so close in by th* 
point f Se daog'dl but there she goes i^ain; 
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litUa vtMte] iwun^ nff it itoiat or two furtlter Erom 
bnme, tb*t was bn.'sthiDg aoEUjr nji Cliftniutl. 
"Tune Eo sap, lad, for Uie both of w," he broke 
off «hofti}'. 

Indeed, I wu tuat with hiiBger by tfaU time, yet 
\a^ no fltonuu^ u> CaI thos close In thu dead. So 
turning into k gate on our left hand, w* cro«'d two or 

'e fields, and sat down to enp off Billy'e htscnits, 

mare standing quietly beside ns, and cropping the 
short gTOBs. 

The field where we now found ourselves ran ont 
along the top of a small promontory, and ended, with- 
>at fence of any sort, at the cliff's edge. Ajs I sat 
iking southward, I could only observe the sloop hy 
turning my head : but Billy, who squatted over against 
ma, hardly took his eyes off her, and between this and 
his meal was too busy to speak a word. For me, I had 
enough to do thinking over the late fight : and being 
near worn out, had half a mind to spend Uie night [here 
on the hard turf : for, though the sun was now down 
and the landscape grey, yet the air was exceeding 
warm ; and albeit, as I have said, there breath'd a light 
breeze now and then, 'twas hardly ool enough to dry 
the sweat off me. So I stretch'd myself out, and found 
I it very pleasant to lie still ; nor, when Billy stood ap 
■ 9 
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i Monterad off towortli tlw fu end oF I 
did I stir more than to turn my bead mmI lazily wktcb 

He wu ^ne half-SD-hoor at the least, aod th« a^ ' 
by this time was so dark, that I had WL ^igUt of him, 
when, rising on my elbow to look vound, I noted 
a curious red glow at a point where the tnrE broke oS, 
not three hundred yards behind me, and a thin smoke 
curling up in it, as it Beem'd, from the yery face of the 
cliff below. In a minute or so the smoke ceased 
almost; but the shine against the sky oontinned steady, 
tho' not very strong. " Billy has lit a fire," I guessed, 
and was preparing to go and look, when I spied a black 
form crawling towards me, and presently saw 'tiwaa 
Billy himself. 

Coming close, he halted, put a finger to his lip 
and beckoned; then began to lead the way back as 
he had come. 

Thought I, "these are queer doings:" but left 
Molly to browse, and crept after him on hands and 
knees. He turn'd his head once to make sure I was 
following, and then scrambled on quicker, but softly, 
towards the point where the red glow was shining. 

Once more he pull'd up — as I judg'd, about twelve 
paces' distance from the edge — anil after considehng £or 



1 KUr WTTB A aATPT Aovzin'uu. 



eei 



ft SBOond, bogui to mora ngmio : only now be vorked ft 
little to Uie right. And Mon I mw the inlention at 
this : f»r just ben the cUF« lip wm deft by & fiestm 
— ^vex; like that io ScftvfeU which we wen aaed to taO 
the IiOtA'a SaJta, only Darrow«r — that rmn bsok into thft 
field and ehelTed oat K'sntly ftt th« top, bo tJut ■ maD 
mig'ht eaei^ Bonmble Ktme way down it, tho* haw tax 
\ I «ould not then tell. And 'twM Eixm tkii fissnie tlut 
the glow came. 

Along the right lip of tliia Billy led me, skirting it 
by ft couple of yards, and wriggling on hia belly like 
ft blind-worm. Crawling closer now (for 'twee haid 
to see him against the blaok torf), I stopp'd beeide him 
and Ktrove to qniet the violence of my breathing. Then, 
after a minute's pause, together we pulled ourselves to 
the edge, and peer'd over, 

The descent of the gully was broken, some eight feet 
below OS, by a small ledge, sloping outwards about six 
feet (as I guese), and scrf^n'd by branches of the wild 
tamariak. At the baiik, in an angle of the solid rook, 
waa now set a pan pierced with holes, and full of 
burning charcoal : and over this a man in the rebels' 
' nniform was stooping. 

He had a small paper parcel in bis left hand, and was 
blowuur ftt the oharooftl with all his might. Holding 
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in; btttth, Z hmti hbn dmitf, bat ooald tw Bothinp dC 

bis &ue, for hb baak ns towards tu, all ubie a^iunrt 
tJw glow. Tlu) nhftr<w»l fomei u thny [o«e chok'd ma 
w, ^t I WW nrj ami » fit of oooghing, wlieii Billy 
Uid one hand on my sboolder, uid with the other pointed 
ont to wo-ward. 

Looking that wsj, I saw a small light Bhining: on 
tiie sea, pretty oloee in. Twoa a lantern hong out from 
the sloop, as I concladed on the mstant : and now I 
b^an to have an inHing of what was toward. 

Bat looking down again at the man with tha 
obarcoal-pan I saw a black head of hair lifted) and 
then a pair of red puff'd cheeks, and a pimpled nose 
with a soar aoron the bridge of it— all shining in the 
glare of the pan. 

" Powers of Heaven I " I gasped ; " 'tis that bloody 
TiUain Luke Settle I " 

And springing to my feet, I took a jump over the 
«dge and came sfrawliog on top of him. The ecoundrel 
woe stooping with his nose close to the pan, and had not 
time to turn before I lit with a thad on his shoulders, 
flattening him on the ledge and nearly sending his face 
on top of the live coale. 'Twas bo sudden that, befort 
he oould so much as think, my finj^rx were about his 
Trindpipe, and the both of oa struggling fiat on Urn 
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ctHkB preapkc. For be \mA ft bull'e rtnm^h, 
tusnsd mod kkkad, bo tltat 1 fall; IiuIcmI, ttert 
i(3tt, to be flyiajf ever tlie edge tnui ebe ma: mtr 

I looN mj ^p to ^t (rat K p>t^i Imt tioly 
OD and worEud xaj tio^n ia, and thaofi^it liuw 
be tuui tftnuiifl^ tbe uuudif tlutt ui^ht on die liowltni". 
gre^o, and vowmI U) aerv« him tiw num if naly sUcoyCh 
held oat. 

But DOW, just M he had ■Imoct tmted his aeok 
free, I beard a Btone or two hr«»k away aliove ux, 
and down came Billy Pottery flying atop of us, and 
pinned ns to tlie ledge. 

Twas short work now. Within a minula, Captuu 
Settle was turned on hie hack, hia eyes tairly 
starting with Billy's olut«h un his throat, hi* mouth 
wide open and gasping; tfli I alipp'd the noszlu of my 
pistol between his teeth ; and with that he had no raoro 
ciiance, bnt gave in, and like a luinb KubmitUtl to huTo 
his arms trnes'd behind him with Billy's leathern 1«1L, 
and his legs with his own. 

" Now," said I, standing over him, and putting the 
'jnstot i^inst his t«mple, "you and I, MuHtnr Turn- 
coat Settle, have some accounts Uiat 'twould be well to 
tc[iiar«. Sn itrst tell me, what do you here, aud ffhor* 
if Mistress Delia Killigrew 7 " 



I lliink tbitt till tJiia moment Uio 111107 '■»'' tn ^^ 

» assailimts were more than n cIwDoe oonpio of Ooroi^ 

troopeni. But now fcimng the glow of the btiraiiiff 

charcoal on mj faca, he rippml out n horrii] blaspltamoiu 

euTBe, and straightway fell to speaking calmly. 

" Good sire, the game ie yoars, with care. Slid | 
but yon hold a pretty hand — if onJy you know how to 
play it." 

" Tie you shall help me, Captain : bat let us bfl 
clear about the stakes. For you, 'tis life or death : for 
me, 'tis to regain Mistress Delia, failing which I ahoot 
you here throagh the head, and topple yu into the eea. 
You are the Knave of trumps, sir, and I play that 
eaid : ae matters now stand, only the Queen cui savs 
you." 

" Right : but where be King and Ace ? " 

"The King is the Cornish army, yonder; the Aoe 
is my pistol here, which I bold." 

"And that's a very pretty comprebensioQ of the 
game, sir : I play the Queen." 

"Where is she?" 

For answer, he pointed seaward, where the sloop's 
lantern lay like a floating star on the black watiTS. 

" What I " cried I. " Mistress Delia in that sloop I 
And who is with her, pray ? " 
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"Why, Blaok Diok, to begin with— *od Eenbaa 
I Oe^ea — and Jorcmj- Toy." 

*< All tbo Kjaves M± in tliA puk-^od iielp lieo- 1 " 
X matt«Tcd, M 1 loolc'd oat towanls the iight, a»d my 
htmxt beat beanly. " G<x] htilp b^r I " I said agoioj and 
taming, 8[)iud » griQ on ll>e Captnin's t»Lns. 

" Under Providence," aoeTCered he, " your un- 
t worthy aemtnt may sulBoe. But what a my rewiutl 
f tobe?" 

" Your neck," said I, " if I oan save rt when yon 
ore led before the Cornish captains." 

"That's fair enough ; eo listen. These few months 
the lady has been shut in Bristol keep, whither, by the 
adyice of our employer, we conveyed her back safe and 
Bonnd. Thi» same employer—^" 

" A dirty ro^e, whom you may as well call by his 
me — HannihaJ Tingcomb." 

" Bight, young sir ; a very dirty rogue, and a nig- 
gardly : — I hate a mean rascal. Well, fearing her 
second escape from that prison, and being hand in glov« 
with the Parliament men, he gets her on board a sloop 
bound for the Virginias, just at the time when he knows 
the Earl of Stamford is to march and crash the Cornish- 
men. For escort she has the three comrades of mine 
tint I nuned : and the oaptain of the eloop (a fellow 
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tint aib BO ^ncstifiOBj hiu nrdiirs fai Bmiw! ilnng tha 
hereabonlB till he got Dum »f the habtle." 

"Wlilth yoo wore just now nbont to give him," 
t, saddimly enli|;fateD'd. 
Riglit n^n. TwM ft pretty TCheme: for — d'jfl 

' — if all went well with the Earl of Stamf'jrd, the 
King's law would be wiped out in Cornwall, and Master 
Tingcomb (with his claims and meritoriouB aervicos) 
might snap his thumb thereat. So, in that case, Mis- 
trees Delia was to be brought ashore here and taken to 
him, to serve as he fancied. But if the day should go 
gainst u&— aa it has — she waa to sail to the Virginias 
with the sloop, and there be sold as a slave. Or worse 
might happen ; but I swear that is the worst was ever 
told me." 

" God knows 'tis vile enough," said 1, scarce able 
to refrain from blowing bis brains out. " So you were 
to follow the Earl's army, and work the signala. 
Which are they ? " For a quick resolve had come 
into my head, and I was casting about to pat it into 
execution. 

" A green light if we won : if not, a red light, to 
warn the sloop away." 

I picked up the packet that bod dropped from his 
when first I Bpiaag apoa him. It was bunt 
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pibntmi, uid » bnira putnler tncUioy bom if. obimfe 

" TIiu WM the red light~to bo ipHnklod on tlio 
traniiiig clumu*!, I euppoBit?" 

Tbe fellow noililvd. At. the ume monw&t. Hill/ 
(wbo ii» )r«t had not icpoke « word, and o£ coarse, under- 
stood oothiag) thrust into my hand anotber pocket thst 
be liAi! f<Kmd atnck io a coni«r ugaiiut the rouk. 

" Now tell me — ^in case the lebele won, where wu 
" the landing to be made ? " 

"In the cove below here — where the road leads down." 
" Aye, the road where the waggon stood." 
Captain Lube Settle bhnk'd his eyes at this ; bat 
L nodded aft«r a moment. 

" And how many would escort her ? " 
He caught my drift and laughed softly— 
" Be damn'd, sir, but I begin to love yon, for yon 
I play the game veiy proper and soundly. Heuben, 
Jeremy, and Black Dick alone are in the plot ; so why 
should more escort her? For the sHpper and crew have 
their own business to look after." 

" Then, Master Settle, tho' it be a sore trial to you, 
those three Knaves you must give me, or I play my Al-c," 
. I pressed the ring of my pistol sharply against hie 
icu u « reminder. 
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" Witli ftU my lunrt, yimng lir, 70a abaU liBve 
," Mys he briskly. 

And this is ' honour among IhieveM,* " ibottglit I ; 
Ytm niKiIil sell your comrade as yon sold yiiar Kin^ : " 
luly said, " If yoo cry out, or speak one word to 
tbem " 

Before I could get my sentence ontj BiUy Pottery 
broke in with a voice hke a trumpet — 

"As folks go, Jack, I be a humorous man. But 
sittin' here, an' ponderin' this way an' that, I aaya, in 
my deaf an' afflicted style, 'Why not shoot the ugly 
rogue, if mirth, indeed, be your object ? ' For to wait till 
an uglier comes to this untravell'd spot is superfluity." 

How to explain matters to Billy was more than 1 
•ould tell : but in a moment he himself supplied the 
means. For the rocks here were of some kind o£ slate, 
very hud, but scaly : and finding two pieces, a large 
and a small, he handed them to me, bawHng that I 
was to write therewith. 80 giving him my pistol, I 
made shift to scribble a few words. Seeing his ^es 
twinkle as he read, I stood up. 

The charcoal by this time was a glowing mass of red: 
and threw so clear a light on us that I feared the crew 
00 board the sloop might see our forms and suspect 
their nuBadvantore. Bat th« lantern etill hung steadily: 
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■0 dj^t&g to BQIy bo dng oar pntuinvr bithinil s tuin»- 
mk haah, 1 npen'd tbn seinod packttt, wid poorail eonu 
of tli« povriln- into m^ htttKl. . 

It was oompoeed of tiny crystalu, yellow und (Uky : 
nd holding it, for a momeot I was poeseGsed with « 
horrid fear tlint this migbl tx l!i« Rignxl to ivani ib« 
•loop ftway. I flang a look at the Captaia : who road ' 
my tboo^hiB on the inetaiit, 

" Never fear, young sir ; am no such hero as to sell 
my life for that tag-rag. Only make ha£t£, for your 
deaf iriend has a cursed ugly nay of fumbling his 
piatol." 

So taking heartj I tore the packet wide, and shook 
oat the powder od the coals. 

Instantly there came a dense chokiug vapour, and a 
vivid green flare that turned the rocks, the sky, and onr 
faces to a ghattly bnlliaoce. For two minutes, at least, 
this unnatural light lasted. As soon as it died away 
and the fumes clear' J, 1 look'd seaward. 

The lantern on the sloop was moving in answer to 
the signal. Three times it was lifted and lower'd : and 
then in the stillness I beard voices calling, and eoon 
after the rc^ar splash of oars. 

Tliere was no time t« he lost. Pulling the Captain 
to bis feet, we scrambied up the guUy, and out at the 
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i, and acroB* the fields as hst u onr Ieg> would tain 
Jf oily came to my call aiul troM«(l Ik-si S** m(* — tbo 
k;>t&iD following some paoaa tHtUiml, uul Billy last, to 
•p n siife watch on bis movemcntii. 

At the gate, however, whera we turned into the road, 
1 tethered the mare, lest the sound of her hoofs should 
betmy as : and down towards the sea we pelted, till 
almost at the foot of the hill I pull'd ap and liflten'd, 
the other§ following my example. 

We could hear the sonnd of oars plain above the 
vaeh of waves on the beach. I look'd ahoot me. On 
either eide the road was now bank'd by tall hills, with 
clusters of bracken and furze bushes lying darkly on 
their slopes. Behind one of these clusters I station'd 
Billy with the Captain's long sword, and a pistol that I 
by sig^s forbade him to lire unless in extremity. Then, 
retiring some forty paces up the road, I hid the Cap- 
tain and myself on the other side. 

Hardly were we thus disposed, before I heard the 
sound of a boat grounding on the beach below, and the 
murmur of voices ; and then the noise of feet trampling 
the shingle. Upon which I ordered my prisoDer to give 
.% hail, which he did readily. 

*' Ahoy, Diet I Ahoy, Reuben Geddea I ** 

la a moment or two came the answer—" 
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^^H ** Abirr, tiisn, Csptab — hsR we ba I " 

^B " Fekih «U>ag the cu^ t" ilumCed Obtain Settle, 

B on my prompthijf. 

"Wberebeyoof" 

»" Up tia road, here — w*it)B{[ I " 
" One: rainote, chun — wait one Qiinat«, Oiplain I ** 
I heard the Ixiat pnsli'd off, some Qood-Mghta CttU'd, 
■Dd tb«a (with tender angniah) tb« voice of my Delia 
lifted in entreaty. As I ^esg'd, ahe wu iNeeedmig 
tiie sailors to take her back to the itoop, nor leave her 
to theae villains. There foUow'd aa oath or two growl'd 
oat, a short scrimmage, and at last, above the splash vit 
the retieatitig boat, oama the tramp <^ heavy feet on the 
road below. 

■ So fired was I at the sonod of Delia's vinoe, that 

twas with much ado I kept qoiet behind the bosh. 
Tet I had wit enoagh left to look to the priming of my 
pistol, and also to bid the Captain ehont again. As he 
did eo, a light shone oat down the ruad, and roond the 

toonter oame a man bearing a lantern. 
"Can't be quicker. Captain," he called: "the jade 
itrngglee so that Dick and Jeremy ha' tbeir hands 

fan." 

Snre enough, after him there came in view two 
oopiiiir forms that bore my dear maid between them— 
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OM hy tlu feet, tLe otihsr by tfaa tbodds*. I gnoaS 
my teetb bo aoe tt, For alio vrit^inl wntlj. Ob tbef 
eune, however, until not more tbrna t«a psoes off ; 
«nd then thst tnutor, Laka 8etU«, row op beliitid oar 
bash. 

Set her ben, boyi/' «id he, " aitd tie her pretty 
ukles." 

Well met, Captam I " said the fellow with the 
bntem — B«iiben Geddee — stepping forward : " Give ns 
your hand!" 

He woH holding out his own, when I sprang ap, nt 
t^e pistol close to his chest, and fired. His scream 
mingled witii the roar of it, and dropping the lantern, 
he threw up his hands and tumbled in a heap. At the 
same moment, oat went the light, and the other raecats, 
dropping- Delia, tom'd to ran, crying, " Sold — sold ! " 

But behind them came now a shout from Billy, and 
a crashing blow that almost eevered Black Dick's arm 
at the shoulder : and at the same inBt&nt I was on 
Maater Toy's collar, and had him down in the dust. 
Kneeling on his chest, with my sword-point at his 
throat, I had leiaore to glance at Billy, who in the dark, 
seem'd to be sitting on the bead of his disabled victim. 
And then I felt a toocb on my eboolder, and a deal 
{ace peer'd into mine. 
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"Is it J»dc — mj-nraefc Juk?" 
" To be gme," said I : " luid il joa but reftcn out 
jonr bnod, I will luw it, for all thai I'm bus^ with tbii 

^Nay, Jack, 111 loss thee on tbe oheek— ao I IXw 
lad, I HO M trighten'd, wk) /et oould Inngh tor 
jojrl" 

Bat now I oaught the eoond of galloping on (he 
rottd above, and sboiits, and then more galloping ; and 
down came a troop of horsemen that were like to have 
ridden over ua, had I not shouted lustily. 

" Who, in the fiend's name is here ? " shoutfid the 
foremost, palling in his horee with a Boramble. 

" Honest men and rebels together," I answered ; 
'* but light the lantern that you will find handy by, and 
yoQ shall know one from t'other.'" 

By the time 'twa^ found and lit, there was a dozen 
of Col. John Digby's dr^oons about us : and before the 
two villains were bound, comes a half-dozen more, lead- 
ing in Captain Settle, that had taken to his heels at the 
first blow and oiimb'd the hill, all tied as he was about 
1^ hands, and vas caught in his endeavour to clamber 
on Molly's buck. So be and Black Dick and Jeremy 
Toy were strapp'd up ; but Reuben Geddes we left on 
tile road for « oorpaa. Yet be did not die (though ahot 



TBI anxatao erva, 

rotigb tIie)iiDg]i but recovered — bcar<;n knows 1 
I I myeeU ba^ tlic p*aasan> to see him b&nged i 
in the ceuond year of bis lat« Majesty's 
bkssni H«etoration, fur stopping th« Bishop of Salisboi 
ooaob, it) ^Taiiienhead Thicket, and robltia^ (Jie J 
himself, with much sddod conMimely. 

But as we were ready to etart, and I was holding 
Delia steady on Molly's back, up comes Billy and 
bswb in my ear-~ 

"There's a second horse, if wanted, that I spied 
tetbeHd nnder a hedge yonder" — and he pointed to tbe 
field where we had first found Captain Settle — " in 
oolour a sad black, an' bamese'd like as if be camo from 
ft cart," 

I look'd at the Captain, who in the light of the 
lantern blink'd again. "Thou bloody villain ! " muttered 
I, for now I read tbe tragedy of tbe waggon beside tbe 
road, and knew bow Master Settle bad provided a boree 
for his own escape. 

But hereupon the word was given, and we started up 
the bill, I walking by Delia's stirrup and listening to ber 
talk as if we bad never been parted — ^yet with a ten- 
derer joy, having by loss of it learnt to appraise my 
hmppiness aiight. 
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CHAPTER XVra. 

lOAM D0B6 in im LAXT SJKYIOB. 
Wi c*tii«, a little before midniglit, to Sir Btn'ill'a Eunooa 
great booea of Stow, near Kilkhamptcia : that to-night 
wu brightly lit and full of captains and troopers Eeaot- 
Jng, as well they needed to, after the great victory. 
And IterCj though loth to do so, I left Delia to the care 
of Lady Grace Grenville, Sir Bevill's fond beautiful 
wife, and of all gentlewomen I have ever seen the pink 
and paragon, as well for her loyal heart as the graces of 
heir mind ; who, before the half of oar tale was out, 
kissed Delia on both cheeks, and led her away. " To 
you too, iir, I would counsel bed," said she, "after 
you have eaten and drunk, and especially given Clod 
tlianka for this day's work." 

Sir Bevill I did not see, but striding down into the 
hall, picked my way among the drinking and drunken ; 
the servants burrying with dishes of roast and baked 
Rod great tankards of beer; the swords and pikes flung 
down under the forms and settles, and sticking out to 
trip a man up ; and at length found a groom who led 
me to a loft over one of the bams : and here, above a 
• 9 



t: 



TB* e?LBmna bpdh. 

maUnn of liay, I ■Ittpt tii« firat time for m 

bctneen Ftesli linen tlut smelt >^f bveoder, and in thmk- 

inf bow |>l«iwHiil 'tWM, dropfi'd itotmd w\etp. 

Snr« thora in no better, ew^^ieter conch than thh 
of linen spread over bay. Ear]j in the morning, I wnke 
with wita clear ae water, and not an acne or oooce of 
wearineea in my bones : and after washing; at the puinjt 
below, went in eearch of breakfast and Sir Bevill. The 
one I found, ready laid, in the hall ; the •iVmt seated la 
his writing-room, studying in a map : and with apology 
for my haste, handed him Master Tingcomb's con- 
fession and told my story. 

When 'twas over. Sir Bevill sat pondering, and after 
B while said, very frankly — 

"As a magistrate I can give this warrant; and 
twould be a pleasure, for well, as a boy, do I re- 
member Deakin Killigrew. Young sir - - " he rose 
up, and taking a turn across the room, came antl 
kid a hand on my shoalder, " I have seen his daughter. 
Ib it too late to warn yon against loving her ? " 

" Whj yee," I answer'd blushing : " I think it 



" She seems both sweet and qnaint. Ood forbid I 
ihonld Bay a word against one that has so taken me I 
Bat in these times a man should stand alone : to maka m 
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firiend is to ma th^t chaoin of » soft heart : to muxry « 

witt- makes tbc cbuooe mro •" 

He broke qS, aud mat on t^u with « oluage of 



" For many reiiMaB X would blitbely iseao this 
I warmnt. But bow am I U> «paro nwa to carry it out? 
At any niomont wu may be aesail'd." 

"If that be your concern, sir," answer'd I, "give 
a the warrant. I have a good friend here, a seafaring 
an, whose vessel lies at tliis moment io Looe Haven, 
with a crew on board that will lay Master Tingcomb by 
the heels in a trice. Within three days we'll have him 
clapt in Launceston Gaol, and there at the next Assize 
you shall sit on the Grand Jury and hear his case, by 
which time, I hope, the King^a la* shall run on easier 
wheels in Cornwall. The prisoners we have already I 
leave you to deal withal : only, against my will, I 
must claim some mercy for that rogue. Settle." 

To this Sir Bevil! consented ; and, to be short, the 
three knaves were next morning pack'd off to Launces- 
ton : but. in time, no evidence being brought against 
them, re^^ain'd their fi'cedoin, whieh they used to oome 
to Uie gallows, eaeli in liis own way. Their doingg 
no longer concern this history, and so I gladly leam 
them. 
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'fti roiurn. tlmn, lo iry propw < 
niautes beFnre 1 had tbp warrant iu my po'Jti-t. Aiid 

clrrBQ o'clock {word hamgliocii iMrriid toDoUn, nml 
oor plans laid before Billy Pottery, vho on the spot ist- 
gftgcd himself to help us) our horses wen br(ni<»ht imind 
to the gate, and my mislress a[iijear'd, all r*?ady for the 
jo'jrney. For tho' assurfd that the work needed not liir 
presence, and that she had beet wait at Stow till Mnsl^r' 
Tingoomb was smofd out of his nest, she would have 
none of it, but was set on riding with me to see jiialict; 
done on this fellow, of whose villainy 1 had told her 
much the night before. And glad I was of her choice, 
as I saw her standing on tho entrance steps, fresh as s 
rose, and in a fit habit once more ; for Lady Grace bftd 
lent not only her own bay horse, but also a riding-dress 
nod bat of grey velvet to equip ber : and stood in the 
poich to wish na God-»peed! while Sir Bevill help'd 
Delia td the saddle. 

So, with Billy tramping behind us, away wo rode op 
the eombe, where Kilkhampton tower stood against the 
sky ; and turning to wave hands at the top, found o»r 
Lost and hostess still by the gat«, watching as, with 
hands rais'd to shield their eyes from the son. 

The whole petty tale of this day's ride I shall not dw^ 
> upon. Indeed, I scarcely noted the miles as they paas'd. 
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9ot aH tfae mf wt w«n oh&tterio^, Delta telling me 
hdW Ckpttuii Settle ode] hu ^ui^ had UurrietJ lior 
(tho' wtthunt intlignity) across D&rtaiDor to Aeliburtoii, 
theiwe to Lynton in Kortb Deroa, aaA m along th« 
coMrt of Somiinct to Briatol ; how tbay th«n prodooiid 
a paper, at Mgbt of which Sir Natluniel Fienoee, tlte 
new GoTenwt, kept h«r and«r look and key. And 
Qmx she reraain'd four tDonths, at the end of which time 
they convey'd her on boaid a eloop, call'd the Fortitu4t_ 
and bound Eor the Vii^inias, with the reeolt that has 
been told. To all of which 1 lieten'd greedily, stealing 
from tame to time a look at her shape, that on horseback 
was graceful as a willow, and into her eyes that, under 
the flapping grey brim, were gay and fancy-£ree aa 



I " And did yoa," asked I, " never at heart chide ms 
Ffor leaving yoa so I " 

" Why no. I never took thee £or » conjurer. 
Jack." 

t" But, at least, yon thought of me," I urged. 
"Oh, dear — oh, dear ! " She pull'd rein and loofc*d 
at ma : " I remember now that last night I kiss'd thee. 
Forget it, Jack : last night, bo glad waa I to be sav'd, 
I coiild have kies'd a cobbler. Indeed, Jack," die 
I went on seiioasly, " I would that some maid had got 
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liobl of than, fai tU Uww mooUu, to otin thy mSy 
notioiu I " 

At lABiiuavtoD, BIQjr VoOmj took lean ol u: 
and now iraot, das toatiij towards Looe, witli » 
light puise and ligbtcr heart, nnderUking that his ahip 
ehould lie o£E Gleys, with her crew ready for action, 
within eig^ht-aad-forty hoars. Delia and I rode fwtw 
now towards the Math-west : and having by this time 
lecover'd my temper, I was recounting my flight along 
tiiis very road, when I heard a aoond that brooght my 
heart into my month, 

Twas the blaet of a bogle, and came £rom behind 
the hill in ftunt of oa. And at the Eama moment I 
mideretood. It moet be Sir Geoi^ Chadleigh's cavalry 
returning, on news of their comrades' defeat, and we 
were riding straight towards them, as into a trap, 

'N^^w what could have made me forgetful of this 
danger I cannot explain, anlesB it be that our thorough 
victory over the rebels had given me th« notion that the 
country behind us was clear of foea. And Sir Bevill 
D.ust have had a notion we were going straight to Looo 
with Billy. At any rat«j there was no tims to be lost : 
for my presence was a danger to Delia as well. I 
oast a glance about m». There was no place to hide. 



"Qoidcl" I cried; "follow tae, aod ride Eor da&r 
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And striking spur into Molly I tora'd sharp off the 
id Biid gnllopM acrua« tbe moor to the inft, witli Delia 
after me. 

We luul gone ahcmt two hundred jards only when I 
lieard a ehout, and glanciDg over my right Bboaldey« bbm 
« green banna- waving' on the crest o! the road, and 
gftther'd about it the vaagaard of the troop— some score 
of dragoons : and these, having caught sight of na, were 
pausing a moment to watch. 

The shout presently was follow'd by another; to 
which I made no answer, but held on my way, with the 
noBS of Delia's horse now level with my stirrup ; for I 
gTie88*d that my dress had already betrayed us. And 
this was the case ; tor at the neit glance I saw five or 
flix dragoons detach themselves from the main body, and 
gallop in a direction at an acute angle to ours. On 
they came, yelling to as to halt, and scattering over the 
moor to intercept na. 

Not choosing, however, to be driven eastward, I kept 
ft straight course and trusted to our horses' fleetness to 
carry ua by them, out of reach of their shot. In the 
pause (if their first aurprise we had stolen two hundred 
yards more. I counted and found eight men thus in 
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I of tiiee, ia »II tluiu monLlu, to uura thf nllj 

L At iMmwsboa, B31y Fottoty took Iwtc of wt t 
Tmai now waat, du KDtti, tumLnJi Looo, with m 
tight purse and lighter kesit, undertaking that his ahip 
should li« ofi Gtle^, with her crew ready for action, 
within eigbt-aBd-forty boon. Delia and I rode faster 
now towards the ssnth-weat : and having by this time 
Koover'd my temper, I was recounting my flight along 
i^B very road, when I heard a aoond that brought my 
heart into my moutb, 

Twas the blast of a bugle, and came £rom behind 
the bill in Eront of as. And at the same moment I 
understood. It must be Sir George Chndleigh's cavalry j 
retumiDg, on news of their comrades' defeat, and we 
were riding straight towards them, as into a trap. 

Now what could have made me forgetful of this 
danger I cannot esplaiu, unless it be that our thorough 
victory over the rebela had given me the noticin that the 
country behind ns was clear of foes. And Sir Bevill 
DiUBt have bad a notion we were going straight to liooe 
with Billy. At any rate, there was uo time to be lost : 
for my presence was a danger to D>!lia aa welt. I 
east a glance about me. There was no place to bids. 
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" Qnicfc I " I criod j " follow nut, uad rule for lUior 
lei" 

And striking apnr into Molly I tnrnM ahatp off the 
id and gallop'd nnroea the moor to Uie left, mtb Delia 
iiFtvf tne. 

Wc Imd gone ftlwnt two hnndred yutis ouly when I 
heard a shont.and glancing over my right shonldei", saw 
41 greun banner waving on the crest of the road, and 
gntherVl about it the vanguard of the troop — some 8<?or« 
of dragoons : and these, having caught eight o£ us, were 
pausing a moment to watch. 

The ehout presently was foUow'd by another; to 
which I made no answer, but hold on my way, with the 
nose of Delia'a horse now level with my stimip ; for I 
gnesa'd that my dresa had already betrayed ub. And 
this was the caae; for at the next glance I saw five or 
wi dragoons detach themselves from the main body, and 
gallop in a direction at an acute angle to ours. On 
they came, yelling to us to halt, and scatteriBg over the 
mooi to intercept as. 

Not choosing, however, to be driven eastward, I Vept 
a straight course and trusted to our horses' fleetness to 
carry us by them, out of reo^h of their shot. In the 
pause of their tir.it surprise we had stolen two hundred 
yards more. I counted and found eight men thus is 
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pnismt of u ; ftad to my jojr hs&fd the biigfo hInwB ' 
again, luid saw tliv r<«f of the troop, now gathenDg £ui 
above^ move tAeadily ilDti^ the rood witbont intentioo 
to Eollow. Doubtleai tb* luiwi of tbo C«MiuBh saooHa 
made them thus waiy o£ their good order. 

Still, eiglit men were enough to ran from ; aad now 
the nearest let fly with his piece — more to frighten os, 
belike, than with any other view, for we were far out 
of range. But it grew clear that if we held on our 
direction they moat cat as oS : as jou may see by theee 

J two arrows, the long thin one 

^^^.^^ standing tor our own course, 
^^^^f-"""^ the thicker and shorter for that 

of the dragoons. 
Only now with good hope I saw a hill riang not 
fa^ a mile in front, and somewhat to the right of our 
course : and thought I " if we can gain the hollow to 
the left of it, and put the hill between ub, they mojrt 
ride over it or round — in either case losing mach time." 
So, pointing this out to Delia, who rode on my left (to 
leave my pistol arm free and at the same time be 
gcreen'd by m.e from shot of the dragoons) I drove my 
«pats deep and called to Molly to make her best pace. 

The enemy divin'd our purpose : and in a miuDt^ 
*twBe » deepemte race tor the entrance to the hoUow. 
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ifc ODT hanet wmt t!>e h«Ur, aimI wt tbe lighUtr nden; 

tixni m won, with thirty yard* to apftn, from tbs 

luieiuMt: — lua witiuioC daata^, bowtiver; for fioding 

K'nuelf baulked, he kqI ■ bollet at lu whii^h rat neatly 

tbfxiogli nj off mu, ta that 017 bruUa wm buDaefonnrd 

and I could goMt MoIW with koM and Toiae 

Della'« bay had shied at the soutid nf it, aod 

ly aiiiagfa aaved my miatiess' life fay this ; tor the 

'iKiIIet must baye paes*!! witMn & foot before her. 

Down £be hollow we need with three dr^igoooa at 
oar heels, the rest going round the hill. Bat thev did 
litUe good by so doing, for after the hollow came a 
broad, dismal sheet of water (by name Dozmare Pool, T 
lure BtDce heard) aboat a mile round and bank'd with 
Uack peat. Gatlofang along the left shore at this, we 
cut them of by near half-a-mile. But the three behind 
followed dc^gedly, though dropping bodt with every 

Be^wnd the pool earoe a green valley; and a stream 
flowing down it, which we jmnp'd ciunly. Ghmcingat 
Delia aa she lauded on the further side, I noted that her 
deeb wsra glowing, and her eiya brimful of mirth. 

"Bay, Jack," the oriod; "Ef not this better thao 
leveoE wocDca?" 

ts HcBwa's oaam," I called out, " take can I " 
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Bui 'twiia itv l>t«, Tlie green vulley Iwn i 
inb) s tnawltcmas \xtg, in tlitt vhiub hn Itay wns nlneulj 
-plunginif orer bia EetlDoks, and aveiy momaiat sialdag 

" Tlirow me the rain I " I sbonted, and catcliing ths 
bridle close by the bit, leant over and tried to dra^ 
tlie horse forward. By this, Molly also waa over boob 
in liijuid mud. For a, minute and more we heav'd and 
splashed : and all the while the dragoons, seeing onr fix, 
were shouting and drawing nearer and nearer. But 
just as a brace of bullets splashed into the slough at onr 
feet, we atagger'd to the harder slope, and were gaining 
OD them again. So for twenty minutes along the spura 
of the hills, we held on, the enemy falling back and 
bidden, every now and again, in tbe hollows — ^biit 
always following ; at the end of which time, Dclift 
call'd from jnst behind me — 

" Jack — here's a to-do : the bay is going lame ! " 

There was no donbt of it. I suppose he mnst have 
■wrung his off hind-leg in fighting through the qnag. 
Any way, ten minutes mora would se« the end of bis 
gallop. But at this moment we had won to the top of 
ft stiff ascent : and now, looking down &t our feet, I bad 
tlic joyfulleat surprise. 

TwsB the moor of Temple spread below like • 



tasp, tlw low mm etzikmg on the min'd hats to the left 
of OB, OB tlie rooE of Joui'e cottage, on Ui« ecsr of tha 
bigb-road, aod th« sides of the tall tor above it. 
"Id t«n minntM," said I, " wt maj be aafe.' 
down into the plun m homed ; and I thonghi 
for tiie first tdma af the loyal g^irl waiting in the cotb^ 
jomimt ti Mj ttaam lid* inte Tbn^j and {inA 
av7ih^flC^li^bgBiiri& iriiioh IlaEt it 
To what hiA tha wamnuMoag dmma and taompets lad 
ma? Wluia was fba maw life, then so oKralessly pr^ 
vantad? But two dajs had gona, and here was I 

miming tO JoaB foT lulp, aS S (jhild to ^'n AothflT. 

Past the peai-rioki we itroggled, the aheep-cotei^ 
tha stnggling fences — all so familiar; eross'd Hut 
abwm and rode into the yard. 

" Jnmp down," I whisper'd : " we have time, and 
no nwre.** Qlanoing back, I saw a oonple of dragoons 
already ooming over the height*. They had spied as. 

Dismounting I ran to the cottage door and flung it 
open. A stream of Ught, flung back against the sun, 
blazed into my eyes. 

I mbbed them and halted for a moment stock- 
ctUl. 

For Joan stood in front of me, drest in the veiy 
elothos I had worn on ibe day we first met — bnfi-coaV 



I 



I 



884 «u uiAiiiiui flioa. 

bnuclM*, heavy hnotm, uid all. Bar buck ww towudi 

nm, tuid *i \hi: ihotilder, vbim tfa* cmt hoi banu out 

kmy fniot my wound, I «w tba rents lU d&rn'd and 

hateh'd with {lack-tJirtiwl. In h«r hand nm tht mCmr 

VI had giftu her. 

At chu suimd of my >t«p om the threshold ihe cam'd 
with a ehort cry — a cry the like of which I have never 
heard, so fiiU wa« it o£ choking joy. The glass dropp'd 
to the floor and wm ehatter'd. In a second her anna 
were abont mo, and so she hong on my aeok. Bobbing 
aod laughing together. 

" Twaa true — 'twas true I Sear, dear Jack^-duar 
Jack to come to me : hold me tighter, tighter — for my 
very heart is bursting I " 

And behind me a shadow fdl on tlie doorway : and 
th«re stood Delia regarding us. 

" Good lad — all yesterday I swore to be sOong and 
wait — for years, it need be. Ke on womankind, to bo 
so weak I All day I sat an' sat, an' did never a mite o' 
work — never set band to a tool : an' by sunset I gnve 
in an' went, cursing mysel', over the moor to War- 
kggan, to Alsie Pascoe, tiie wise woman — an* she 
trtight me a charm — an' bless her, bless her, Jack, 
"'^ 't hath brought thee I " 

' Joan," said I, hot with shame, tsking her 
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anoM gentiy from mj oock t " liften ; I onma tuuauiM I 
«m chiiM><l. Oiux taoK tiic dragocmurs am aftirr miN— 
&Te minutes Bwar. ¥00 must Und me a hoT««, uid 
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" H^y," aid A Toioe in the doonraj, " the borsot if 
lent, is for H^/" 

JdAD Uin'd, And the two womoD «tood looking at 
eacb other ; — the one with dsrk wonder, the other with 
cold disdainfulnesB — and I between them scarce lifting 
my eyes. Each was beautiful after her kind, as day 
imd night : and though their looks crOBs'd for a full 
koioute like drawn blades, neither had the mastery. 
Joan was the &ret to apeak. 

" Jack, is thy mare in the yard ? " 

I nodded. 

" Give me thy pistole and thy cloak." She stepp'd 
the window-hole at the end of the kitchen, and look'd 
out. "Plenty o* time/' ehe said; and pointed to the 
ladder leading to the loft above — " Climb up there, the 
hoiii, and pull the ladder aft«r. la't i&ou, they want^— 
ifaii«f" pointing to Delia. 

Me chiefly they would catch, no doubt — ^being a 

" I answer'd. 

Aye— bein' a man : tJie world's fall o' foUy. Then 

ik do tluta look after ier, an' I'll look after tAee. If 
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the nbeb Imw tltiie in peus, tsaks fin Uia < 

KJtoUcn anA tliitre abide me." 

She fluDf my doak about bet, took mj putob &o(l 
^ wtoit <mt at th« door. Ag abe did to, ttw mn wuik and 
B dall shadow swept over the muor. " Joan t " I cried, 
toT DOW I ^ess'd her purpose and was following to 
hinder her : but she had caught Molly's bridle and wss 
already astride of hcT. " Get back I " she call'd softly ; 
and then, " I make a better lad than weneh. Jack,"— 
leapt the mare through a gap in the wall, and in a 
moment was breasting the hill and galloping fen (he 
high-road. 

Id leas than a minute, as it seem'd, I heard ■ 
pounding of hoofs, and had barely time to follow Delia 
np the ladder and pull it after me, when two of the 
dragoona rode skurrying by the house, and paes'd on 
yelling. Their cries were hardly faint in the distance 
before there came another three. 

" 'A'b a lost man, now, for enre," said one : " Be 
dang'd if 'a's not took the road back to Lan'eon I " 

"How Tiont the gal?" ask'd another voice. 
** Here's her horse i* the yard." 

" Drat the gal I Sam, go thoi 
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enow for one 'ooman." 
The two hasten'd on : aud presently I heanl the OM 
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call'd " Sun " (tiumoimting in Ui« yard. Kow 
vn« » wiodaw-biili! in the ioft. {iuiiuar> oat titi tliQ 
bat towHnls tba cuantr)- beliind ; aatl ninnin;* tn 
it I <air that no more were Eollowitiff — the other tlinM 
luving, iw I mppow, «arly gtvrQ op tlic rhnso. SafU^ 
pnlliti^ not a lonw sktnn or two, I widoa'd this hoU- 
till I (.-uultl Uimst the l&ddcr oat of it Tt> my joy n 
[tut niB<ih'd tho groond. I bade De]i& squeeze heiself 

iDgh aaj] climb down. 

But before she was half way down I heard a wild 
■ereech in the kitchen belowj and the voice of Sam 
■hrieluDg — 

" Help — help 1 Iiord ha' mercy 'pon me — 'tis a 
black cat — ^"tis a witch I The gal's no gal, bat a 
witcb I " 

Iiaughing softly, I was descending the ladder when 
tiie fellow came roand the comer screaming — with Jan 
Tergagle clawing at his back and spitting murderonsly. 
Delia had just time to slip aside, before he ran into 
the ladder and brought me flying on top of him. And 
ithere he lay and bellow'd till I tied him, and gagg'd his 
ith a big atone in hii month and his own scarf 
tied roond it. 

" Come 1 " I wbisper'd : for Joan and her pursuers 
were out of sight. Catching ap her long skirt. Delis 
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foUoVd Di0, fttid np the tor ws futieA togetbw, nor 
retted tOl wa were nfe in tbo Jowi' Eitcban. 

" Wfattli tUiuk you of thia for k ludiii2*jiUuiB7 ** Hk'i] 
I, witli s laugh. 

But Delia did not kogb. Tnetead, afao Eued me with 
blazLOg eyee, check'd herself and angrrer'd, oold aa i<!e^ 

" Sir, you have done me a many {aTonrs. How I 
hare trueted you in return it were best for you to re- 
memberj and for me to forget." 

* * * * * 

The dark drew on ; the weatem star grew distinct 
utd hung flaehicg over against our hiding ; and still we 
sat there, hour after hour, silent, angry, waiting for 
Joan's return, Delia at the entrance of the den, chin 
on band, scanning the heavens and never once turning 
towards mej 1 further inmde, with my arms croea'd, 
raging against myself and all the world, yet with a 
aick'ning dread that Joan would never come hack. 

As the time iagg'd by, this terror grew and grew. 
But, OS I think, about ten o'clock, I hea>rd 6t«ps coming 
OTer the turf. I ran out. "IVas Joan herself and 
leadir^g Molly by the bridle. She walk'd as if tir'd, 
and leaving the mare at the entrance, followed me intu 
the cave. Glancing round, I noted that Delia had dipt 
Away. 
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" Am glad ithd'fl goae" Mid 3eua shortly : " How 
lay rebele pta^i this way. Jade f " 
" Firei cnunUn^ oiu dut liee gagged and boaod, 
a at the oottagie." 

"That leaf e« four:" « h e stretdi'd herself on tho 
groaod witii a sigh—" foor thatlJ never trouble thoa 

rn, ladi" 
"Why? how " 
" Listen, lad ; sit down an' let me rest my head 'pen 
thy knee. Oh, Jaok, I did it bravely I Eight good 
milefl an' more I took the mare — by the Foor-hoI'd Cross, 
an' across the moor past Tober an' Catshole, an' over 
Brown Willy, an' round Boughtor to the nor'-west ; an' 
there lies the bravest quag— oh, a black, bottomless 

I bole I — an' into it I led themj an' there they lie, 
«veiy horse, an' every mother's son, till Judgment 
Day." 
"Dead?" 
"Aye — an' the last twain wi' a ballet apiece in 
their sknlls. Oh, lare t Dear heart— hold my head- 
so, atweeo thy hands. 'Pat on his cast-off duds,' 
said Alsie, 'an' stand afore the glass, sayin' "Come, 
true man I " oine-an'-ninety time.' I was mortal 'feanl 
' ooant ; but afore I got to fifty, I beard thy step 
ft' — hoU me olosar, Jai^." 
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' "Bnt Jou], are fcbcan tn«u dewl, my youf "• ^^ 

"Smrly, yc*. Why, lad, wbat be four nbeb, np 

I <n- dovD, to make thu ooil over? Ha<it Devei axed 

"Joan — yon are not hurt?" 

In the darkness I eonght her eyee, and, peering into 
them, drew back. 

" Joan ( " 

"Hush, lad — ^bend down tby head, and let me 
whisper. I went too near — an' one, that was orer 
his knees, let fly wi' his musket — an' Jack, I have bat 
a minute or two. HuBh lad, hush — there'e no call I 
"Wert never the man could ha' tam'd me — art the 
weaker, in a way : for^e the word, for I lov'd thee aa, 
boy Jack t " 

Her arms were drawing down my face to her : her 
eyes dull with pain. 

" Peel, Jack — there — over my right breast. I 
plugg'd the wound wi' a peat turf. Pull it oat, 
for 'tie bleeding inwards, and hurts cruelly — pull tt 
out I" 

Ae I hesitatfid, she thrust ber own hand in and drew 
it forth, leaving the hot blood to giifih. 

" An' now, Jack, tighter — bold me tighter. Kiss 
me — oh, what bnve times I Tighter, lad, ui* o^ 
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I iri' B)*— 'Choroh on' King I' CaU« U^—' Ohorub 
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^^f I look'd op. There ma k sluttow acmm the 
' «ntjmti«e, bbttis; out tint vUr cf otght. 'Tww Dcju, 
^^ Iflininff tluiro uid luttotiitf , 
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I &]N-BpTitig came at last, and in the mck Hght ol 
it I went down to the cottage for spade and pick-axe. 
In the tumnlt o£ my senaeB I hardly noted that our 
prisoner, the dragoon, had contrived to elip his bonds 
and steal off in the night. 

And then Delia, seeing me retora with the Bad tools 
on my shoalder, spoke for the first time : 

"First, if there he a well near, fetch me two 
buckets of water, and leave aa for au hour." 

Her voice was weary and chill : eo that I dared 
not thank her, but did the errand in silence. Then, 
Wt a dozen paces from the spot where Joan's father 
lay, I dug a grave and strew'd it with bracken, and 
tt^alliCT, and gorse-petals, that in the morning air smelt 
mrcly. And soon after my task was done, Delia call'd 



In her man's di'ess Joan lay, her arms croBs'd, her 
black tresaes braided, and her face gentler than aver 
'twaa in life. Over her wounded broast was a bunch of 
«omo t'iny pink tiowei, that grew about ttie tor. 



» 



TBI utnsmniM or run uuub. 



295 



Sn T llfb>d har nfUy m onoo ia this sami? uUoe «lu> 
had lifted mo, and bun her down Cat ilope to thi; ^am : 
uid tfaere I buried her, vihlU D«lw koelt and pnj^d, 
and MoUj brawaal, lifting now and then her head 
tolodi. 

When «ll «nB dou«, W6 tnm'd away, dry-«yed, and 
walbed bother to the cottage; Tbe bay horsti vbb 
I feeding- on ^ moor below ; and finding him atiU too 
lame to carry Delia, I sWfted the saddles, and mending 
the broken rein, set her on Molly. The cottage door 
stood open, bat we did not enter ; only tooli'd in, aad 
seeing Jan Terg^le carl'd beside the cold hearth, left 
him HO. 

Mile after mile wb puB'd in silence, Delia riding, and 
I pacing beside her with the bay. At last, tortttr'd 
pwt Ix'itring, I epok»^ 

" Delia, have yon nothing to fay ? ** 

Tor a while she seem'd to oonader : then, with her 
tfm fixt on tbe hillN ahead, answered— 

"Mochj if I ooold tjmtk ; but all thin ha^ chan^d 
HM ■anehow — 'ti«, perbapa, that I have grown a woman, 
uvini; been « girl — aod need to get lued to it, and 
think," 

Shaapoka not angrily, an I Inok'd for; bat with • 
wnmtihMHwmUm bopaThL 
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But," Mid I, " over and ctwt yaa bm« afaofni f 

I aio uonght to you. Surely " 

" Saral^ I ant jealous ? Tie piieeililB — ye», Jw 
•m but & ^oman, and so 'tii tMrtain." 

" Why, to be jcitloiu, yoii must love lift I " 
She look'd at me straight, and koswiit 
deliberate — 

"Now that is what I am far from anre of." 
" But, dear Delia, when your ang^r has oool'd - 
" My anger was brief : I am diaappointed, latht 
With her last breath, almoBt, Joaa said you were weaker 
4h&n she : she lov'd you better than I, and read yoa 
dearer. You are weak. Jack " — she drew in Molly, 
and let her hand fall on my shoulder very kindiy — " we 
have been comrades for many a long mile, and I hope 
are honest good friends ; wherefore I loathe to say 
» barsh or ungrateful-seeming word. But you could 
Dot understand that brave girl, and you cannot under- 
stand me : for as yet you do not even know yourself. 
The knowledge comes slowly to a man, I think ; W 
a woman at one rush. But when !t comes, I beltevo 
you may be strong. Now leavemeto think^formyhaad 
•il »n of a tangle.'* 



Our voce waa so alow (by reaoon of the laroe horso)* 
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tfaxt ft groat part of Uw ft[U:nu)oo wu ipent befon wt 
atDC io Bight of the Hoose oF Oley*. Anid tnil; 
the jrdlow •uiuIiiBe Lad fliinff eoiiu* wannUi about 
o^kad wsUa and tarrala, so tlut Drlia^s bomfr-ctiiBiiig 
aaem'd tut altogether obeertoK. But whai ga.ve 
mora happuuw watt to cpjr, oo tlte Lliut wst4,>r bcyon^ 
tbe brii^ht canvaa of tho Gvd»m4, and to beftr tba 
criM atid stir of i:<ily Pottery't marinen ai tbey haofd 
down the Eaib. 

And Billy himself was wi the looh-out with his gpy- 
^lass. For hardly were we come to the beach when 
oor eignal — the waving of a white terchief — 
anewer'd by aDother oa board ; and within half-aD-hour 
K boat puts oS, wherein, as she drew nearer, I ooonted 
eight tellowa. 

They were (besides Billy), Matt. Soamee, the master, 
Gabriel Hotchms, Sed Masters, the black man Sampson, 
Ben HaDiday, and two whose full names I have forgot 
—bat one was oall'd Nicholas. And, after many warm 
greetings, the boat was made £tst, and we climbed 
u{i along the pesinsola together, in oIom order, like « 
littk army. 

All this time there wv vo sign or flonnd about th« 
House of OLeys to sbow that soy one mark'd as or n/>tMl 
The gate wss dosodj the windows stood' 
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*ahaucr'<I, iM nD my formcA- vist r tna Ute chim 
««» smokeleea. Such effect luid tiua tlfflolktion o& c 
■jnriu, that dtmvnng near, we fell to a(K«kiiig lu whi 

^B(p, ukd nid Nod Mwten— 

^y " Now * man would think oa oome to buty some- 

" He might make a wotae guess," I anBwer'd. 

Marohing up to the gat«, I laug a lood peal i 
the bell ; and to my aatoniehment, before the echoes 
had time to die away, the grating wae posht back, 
and the key tum'd in the loot. 

" Step ye in — step ye in, good folks 1 A iorry 
day,— HI day of aobs an' tears an* afilict«d blowings 
of the aoee — when the grasshopper is a bniden ao' 
the mourners go about seeking whom they may 
devour the funeral meats. Y' are welcome, gentle- 
men." 

Twas the voice of my one^yed friend, as he ondid 
the bolts ; and now he stood in the gateway with a 
prodigious black sash across his canary livery, so long 
that the ends of it swept the flag-stones. 

" Is Master Tingcramb within ? " I helped Delia to 
I dismount, and gave our two horses to a stable-hoy that 
i shuffling some paces off. 

" Alas I " the old man hear'd a deep sigh, and witll 
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I hegxb to liulibli! acmes (be yard. We troop'd after, 

f. At tin; liDOM-floor ha tnm'd — 
" Sin, there is oold roasted capons, an' a bam, b&' 
liies in choice profiuiou for euoh u be not troubled 

8 wind : an' cordial wino»— «l»dE the day t " 
He squeezed a froerty tear from his one eye, and led 
II to a large bare hall, hang round with portraits ; where 
B a table spread with a plenty of victuals, and bom- 
handled knives and forks hud beside plates of pewter ; 
and at the table a man in black, eating. He hud 
I itraigbt hair and a sallow face ; and looVd up as we 
I eater'd, bat, groaning, in a moment fell to again, 

" fjat, airs," the old Bervitor exhorted us : " alaa I 
that man may take nothing out o' the world I " 

I know not who of ns was most taken aback. But 
\ Doting Delia's sad wondering face, as her eyes wander'd 
I roiuid the neglected room and rested on the tatter'd por- 
r traits, I lost patience. 

" Our business ia with Master Hannibal Tingcomb," 
iA I sharply. 
The Btruight-hair*d maa look'd up again, his mouth 
I fnU of ham, 

" Hush 1 " — he held his fork op, and shook his head 
I iorrowfully : and I wander'd where I had seen him 
I Iwfote. " Hafit thou on angel's wings ? " he aak'd. 



^^Mf TBS BFLmtrn mrv^ 

^^Vutbur'dj u on 1115 former Tuit: creD ttw ohironaya 
were •a)olii>lciw. Sucli effoct hwl Ihii dcK>liition 00 our 
•{lirits, tlutt ilrsmng near, we Cell to fpuakiDg in whia- 

Fi, and said Ned Maj^n — 
" Now a man would tliink oa 00ms to buiy soma- 
yi" 
" He might make a worm guess," I anBwer'd. 
Marching up to the gate, I rang a loud peal on 
the bell; and to my astoQiahment, before the echoes 
had time to die away, the grating was pnaht hack, 
Bitd the key tnm'd in the lock. 

" Step ye in — rtep ye in, good folka ! A sorry 
day, — a day of sobs an' tears an' afflicted blowings 

tei the nose — when the grasshopper is a burden an* 
the mourners go abot^ seeking whom they may 
devoor the funeral meats. Y' are weloome, gentle- 



Twas the voice of my one-eyed friend, a* he ondid 
I 'the holts; and now he stood in the gateway with a 
prodigious black sash across his canary livery, so long 
that the ends of it swept the flag-etones, 

" Is Master Tingcomb within ? " I helped Delia to 
f ■'dismount, and gave oar two horses to a stable-boy that 
stood shuffling some paces off. 

Jas I " the old man heaVd a deep sigh, and with 
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that began to hoblJtt aoroM tbe jwd. W» troopM of br, 
vooderiD^. At tbe honm-door b« turoM — 

" Sin, tliere is cold roaatod oaponx, od' a bam, an' 
ndiahe* in i^ice profosba [or such u be out tiuablod 
wi' thg wind : an' cordial vines — alack the day ( *' 

He squeeK'd a koety tear &om bis one eye, and lod 
to a large bare ball, bang round with portmitfl ; wbere 
ms a table spread with a plenty of victnals, and bom- 
bandled kniTsa and forks bdd beeide pUtea of pewter ; 
and at tbe table a man in black, eating. He had 
■traight hair and a sallow face ; and loofd np as we 
enter'd, but, groaaing, in a moment fell to again. 

"Eat, aiTB," the old eervitor exhorted oa: "alas I 
that man may take nothing oat o' the world I " 

I know not who of ns was most taken aback. But 
noting Delia's sad wondering face, as her eyes wander'd 
routad tbe neglected room and rested on tbe tatter'd por- 
traits, I lost patience. 

" Oar businesB is with Master Hannibal Tingcomb," 
Bai4 I sharply. 

The Etraight-hair*d man look'd up agaiii, bis mouth 
I fan of ham. 

" Hush I '* — he held his fork up, and shook his head 
I Borrowfnlly: and I wander'd where I had seen bim 
f before. " Haat thou an angel's wings 7 " he osk'd. 
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mKx," broke ia the one-eyedif 



■luill flt)<i if I be not answer'd. 

" Yoiui^ mno— young 
batten "our minister is a good miutster, on' tpeakt 
ronndaboat na sui^ : but Uie short is, tlut m; master 
!■ dead, ha' in Us ooffin. 

" The mortal part," corrected the minister, cutting 
another elice. 

"Aye, the immortal is a-trippin' it i' the New 
Jeroosalem : bat the mortal was very lamentably took 
wi' a fit, three days back — the same day, yomig 
as thou earnest wi' thy bloody threats." 

"A fit?" 

"Aye, sir, an* verily — such a fit as thou thyseP 
vitness'd. Twob the third attack — an' he cried, ' Oh I 
be did, an' ' Ah I ' — just like that. ' Oh I ' an' then 
'Ah I' Such were his last dyin' sjwech. 'Dear 
Master/ says I, 'there's no call to die so hard i ' but- 
mi^^ht BO well ha* whistled, for he was dead as nails. 
A beautiful corpse, sirs, dang my buttons 1 " 

" Show him to us." 

" Willingly, young man." He led the way to the 
Tery room whore Master Tingoomb and I had held our 
interview. As before, six candles were bonung tbeie 
bnt the table was pusht into a oomer, and now thAir 
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W^ M M* b^ tteok aaCB, mtaf i 
a tbe aoOc et fte nam. *^ oolfiit wi* «WV^ 
«id itaiddri «tifa dvir aaib : cs afa« lid «m b «h« 
phto%aniYtfaM wat^ wgtbea— °gw»liif K^n*^ 

irarT"!,** widi a text of ScriptaR twlow. 

" Wbj (arc Toa mil'd faim dowQ ? " I Mfd. 

" Kii* vbov b> tii; bowvK 7o«i( nks, to talk •» 
i&e&i' 7 An' wbere be tby aip aJ BH Oi^ not to know 
V tiie njs c' tbe Uessed ds»d in somtner-tittw 7 ** 

" When do joo bary him ? " 

"To-rooTTOW forenoon. ITie spot is two mOe tnm 
here." He blinked at tne, and hesitated for a miiinta. 
" Is it yoor purpose, eirs, to attend 7 " 

" Be sore of that," I said grimlj. " So have beda 
read/ to-oigfat for all onr companr." 

" All thy 1 Dear eir, consider : when an bedi 

to be loaod? Sore, thy marioeis can pass the niglit 
afaoaid their ovn ship 7 " 

''So then," thought I, "ymx have been on the look- 
out; " bat Delia replied for me— 

"tarn Delia Eilligrew, and mistress of this boiiso. 
Too will jHcpare the beds as yon are told." Whereupon 
what does that decrepit old siiuier but drop upon hit 
kneee? 

"UiatxMB DeHal O goodly feast for this ods 



no ivimDiD mn. 
poor ej9l Oh, Oat Uuter TiLfseomh had mmd tttt 

I deoliire tba tean were nunun^ down bis tuwe; but 
' Delta mnnJi'd oiit, cutting short hia bTpocnsjr. 

In the passage she ivhisper'd — 

"Villainy, Jack t " 

" Hash I " I answer" (i, " and listen ; Master fing- 
ewRJ M no more in that coffin t&an 1." 

" Then where is he ? " 

"That ia just what we are to discover." As x 
■aid this a light broke on me. " B7 the Loni," I 
eried, " 'tis the very same I " 

Delia open'd her eyes wide. 

" Wait/* I said : " I begin to touch gronnd." 

We retum'd to the great hall. The Btraight-h^r'd 
man was still eating, and opposite sat Billy, that had 
not budg'd, bnt now beckoning to me, very tnysterioua, 
whisper'd in a voice that made the plates rattle^ 

" That's — a damned — rogue ! " 

Twaa discomposing, bnt the tmth. In fact, I faad 
jnst aolv'd a puzzle. This holy-speaJking minister waa 
QO other than the groom I bad seen at Bodmin Fair 
holding Master Tingcomb'a horses. 

By thin, the snit wtut d<i«'ii, unA l>eua soor made aa 
octiae to withdraw to hnr own rooir. Nur vm it lon^ 
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befiirff tb« mrt ralloVd li«r damfilib I fimtMl our 
cbftinben prep&red, naw tofjetber, in % wnu^ •>£ the 
bouao >t wnoe >l«l«nwi Enm tiie halL Delia'* wiu 
■est bo tntnu, m T mwle eniv hj knocking ct hor ioor : 
ftad 0& the other tide of m« slept Uilly with two of Hia 
crew. My tfwtt bed wm in m ^ttftt room a|Are!y fdiv 
nidit; sad tlie lin«n indiffereat while. Then was a 
plenty of clean straw, tho', on the floor, had I inCended 
to deep — which I did not. 

Instead, naving blown oat my light, I sat on th« 
bed's edg«, listening to the big clock over the hall M it 
ohim'd the qnarterB, and waiting till the fellows below 
ehould be at their ease. That Master Tingcomb rested 
ooder the coffin-lid, I did not believe, in spite of the 
terrifying fit that I coold vouch for. But this, if driven 
to it, we conld discover at the grave. The main basi- 
nesB was to catch him ; and to this end I meant to 
patrol the buildinge, and especially watch the entrance, 
on the likely chance of hie creeping back to the house 
(if not already inside), to confer with his fellow-rascals. 

As eleven o'clock sounded, therefore, I tapp'd od 
Billy's wall ; and finding that Mutt. Soames was keep- 
itig watoh (as we had agreed upon), elipt oS. my boot^. 
Our roooix were on the first floor, over a struw-yard; 
and th« distaoce to the ground an eaay drop iui a man. 



iDB etuxDiB sum. 

Bnt wbhng to \>e «lent u potsiblo, I kouUvd i 
bUnkeU togsfiier, and atnppini* tba end round tlie 
wiiidow>muUifiii, iwung Ea^Htf dowB hy one haoij 
holding my boota in the other. 

I dropp'd very lightly, and look'd aboat. Tlusre 
va» % hint moon np and gliaimaring on the stntr; 
bnt nnder the house waa deep shadow, and along 
this I crept. The «traw-yud led into the oonrt 
before the stables, and so into the main conrt. AJI 
OoM way I heard no sound, nor apied ao moch aa a speck 
of light in any window. The hoiise.4oor was clos'd, 
and the bar faaten'd on the great gate across the yard. 
I tom'd the corner to e^ore tlie third side of the 
house. 

Here was a groap of out-bnildings jntting out, and 
between them and the high outer widl a narrow alley. 
Twaa with diffioalty 1 groped my way here, for the 
posBage was dark ae pitch, and render'd the Btraiter by 
a line of ragged laurels planted under the house; so 
that at every other step I would stumble, and run my 
[ head into a bush. 

I had done this for the eighth time, and was cmsiog 
I Diidi^r Tny breath, when on a sudden I heard a stealthy 
I footfall coming down the alley behind me. 

" Master Tingcomb, for a crown I " though^. I, | 
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troach'd to oat eMu qsilcr » bftsb. The foofntape 'ixr-n 
seanr. A dark form parted the laurab i Kabti 
BooiflDt, and I hiul it lijr tbe Uirost. 

" Ungh — ogh — gn ! For the Lord's sake, tar — 

1 loca'd rojr holdi 'twu Man. Souiia*. 
pipJon," whwpw'd I; "Irat wtjf 1hit» you loft yooi 
post?" 

"Black Sampson is watchia', so I took the fireftdoi 
^-ugh I my poor wind-pipe I — to " 

He broke off to eateh me by the sleeve and pull ma 
down behind the buah. About twelve patiea ahead I 
beard a door softly open'd and saw a shaft of light 
liung across the path between the glisf ning laurels. 
Aa the ray toucb'd the outer wall^ I mark'd a smaK 
postern gate there, standing open. 

Cowering lower, we waited while a man might coant 
fifty. Then came footsteps cruncbing the gi-u.vel, and a 
couple of men crosa'd the path, bearing a large chest 
between them. In the light I saw the handle of a 
epade sticking out from it : and by hia gait I knew Ihe 
second man to be my one-ey'd friend. 

"Woe's my old bones ! " be waa mutttiring; " hero'» 
a Eardel for a man o' my years I " 

" Hold thy breath for the next load I '* e^wwlM th* 
otter voice, which as ecrely waa the good nmnater'a. 
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The;' pMi'd oat U tbn amnll g»t«, md I7 tt* ' 
Moodi thai fbllow'ct} we gness'd the/ woe hoisting 
Ijordeo into a cart. PfL-senUy th«y tocron'd tlic 

I; and enter'd the hoiue, shnttuig the dour after th«ni. 

"Now for HI" aaid I in Matt'i ear. Gliding 
(orwartl, X peep'd out at (he poetem gate ; hot c 
back like a shot. 

I had almost na mj head into a great black hea 
that stood there with the door open, back'd against 1 
gate, the heavy plumes Bodding abore it in the i 
wind. 

Who held the horeefl I had not time to see: 
whiBpering to Matt, to give me a leg up, clambeT'd ii 
side. " Quick I " I poll'd him after, and crept i 
ward. I wonder'd the man did not hear us: bnt 1 
good Inck the horses were restive, and by his maudl 
talk to them I knew he waa three parts drunk — on 1 
funeral wines, doubtleea. 

I crept along, and found the tool -cheat itoV 

against the further end : so, polling it gently oat, i 

got behind it. Tho* Vatt. was the littlest man of i 

acquaintance, 'twas the work of the world to stow ( 

I compass as to be bidden. By coiling up 

oibs we managed it; bnt only just before I caught t 

Lglumner of a light and heard the pair of rascals retu 
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Thvj cune ver; slow, grmnhliuft tH the wujr ; and 
•( oouiH. I knot* thiry earned tlui ouOin. 

" All right, Sim ? " nek'd the miDiBt«r. 

" Ay«/' piped s wjoeaky vMoe by tine bamr's bmda 
('twiis the aliafllio^ stable-boy), "aye, bat (ooJt sharp t 
Lord, what aouDdji I've beetdl Tiii denTa i' the heuwj 
for mire I" 

"Now, Simmy," the one-ey'd gaffer ezpnatolated, ' 
" tJioa dostn' think the smoky King ia a-took in, same 
aa they poor folka upBtalrs ? Tee-hee t Lord, what a 
trick I — to come for Master Tingcomb, an' find — aw dear I 
-~av, bless my old ribs, what a tlung is hatnour I " 

" Shut np I " gronted the minister. The end of 
the coffin was tilted np into the hearse. "Push, old 
Tarmintt" 

" Aye— push, push ! Where be my young, active 
sinews? Wliat a shrivell'd garment is all my comfr- 
linesa ( ' The devil inside,' says Simmy — haw, haw I " 

"Bum the thing I 'twon't go in for the tooUbox. 
Push, thoD cackling old worms I " 

" Now so I be, but my natural strength is abated. 
' Yo-be»ve ho I ' like the salted aeafardingers uiistairs. 
Posh, push I " 

"Ob, my inwards!" groans poor Matt, under his 
brMth, into whom the cheat was squeezing sorely. 

vi 
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"lUgbt «t iHtt'' Mjrs tku mjaisbsr. "Vow, 8unm]>, 
(Df 1bi3, lumd tbe naiu sn* jonip op. here's mt^m, ii&* 
jon'II bo wanted." 

Tha door was o]«i)t>-to, Ute three rogii«gi cHntb'd Dpoo 

tbc Bcnt in front : and we started. 

I bope I may never be cali'd to paaa aacb another 
half-hour aa that which follcw'd. As soon as the wheels 
left turf for the hard road, 'twae jolt, jolt all tba wayj aad 
this lying mainly down-hill, tha cheet and ooSn cama 
grinding into our ribs, and pressing till we could scarce 
breathe. And I dared not climb oat over them, for fear 
the fellows should hear ua; their chaekling voices 
coming quite plain to ua from the other side of the 
panel. I held out, and comforted Matt, aa well as I 
oouid, feeling sure we should find Master Tiugcomb at 
our journey's end. Soon we climb'd a hill, which eae'd 
US a little ; but shortly after were humping down again, 
and suffering worse than ever. 

" Save us," moan'd Matt., " where will this end ? " 

Tlie words were scarce out, when we tam'd sharp 

to the right, with a jolt that shook our teeth together, 

roU'd for a little while over smooth grass, and dr«<r 

op. 

heard the feilowB cUmbiiig down, and g^ *"t 
piatols oat. 
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"Sttasay," gioiri'd the uiuuter, "wbercf*! the 
lutera?" 

Tben wa« i. miiiate or ao oF sileDM, snd tbea the 
I •nsppbg' of flint ami fteel, ud Uie 9uiio<l of pulBaf . 

"lit, Bimroyr" 

"Aye, here tw." 

" Potch it &lunf> thitQ." 

"Hie hsndle ot tba door wis tamM, and * li^t 
I Saili'd into the hearse. 

" Here, hold the laDt«ni steady 1 Come hither, old 
Squeaks, and help wi' the ead." 

"Sorely I win. WeU wm I calfd Young Look- 
alive when a gay, fleeting boy. Simmy, my eon, 
thoa'rt sadly dmoken. O yooth, youth ! Thoa wine- 
Inbber, hold the light steady, or 111 tell thy mammy 1 " 

" Oh, sir, I do mortally dread the devil an' all his 
works I " 

"Now, if ever! 'The devil/ says ho — an' Master 
Tingcomb etill livin', an* in his own house awaitin' ns I '* 

Be sure, his words were as good as a stap in the ('ace 
tome. Fori had oonnted the hearse to lead me straight 
to Master Tingcomb himself. ' In his own house,' too 1 
A Fright seiz'd me for Delia. But first I must deal with 

10 ecoundrele, who already were dr^ginc^ out the coffin. 

" Steady there I " caUs the minister. The coffin was 
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turn than lialt-vrej- <nitai4«. I Imrell'd my putol n^tr 
thfr edg« of ihe tool-cliest, and £etoh'd a y«U St to wska 
m i^oKt— «l the «iuiie time leHang fij rtnuglit fin tlia 

In the flaah of tlie diaeharge, I eav him, lulf-taai*d, 
hia eyes starting, and month agape. He cUpt bis hand 
to his shoulder. On top of hia wild ebriek, broke 
oat a chorus of Bcreams and oaths, in the middle of 

I which the coffin tilted up and went over with a craah, 

r "Satan — Satan I" hawled Simmy, and, dropping the 
lanterQ, took to his heels for dear life. At the same 
moment the horeeB took fright; and before I oould 
scramble out, we were t«aring madly away over the tarf 

I and into the darkness. I had made a gad mess of it. 

' It must have been a fall minat« before the hedge 
tnrn'd tliem, and gave me time to drop out at the back 
and inn to their heads. Matt. Soames was after ms, 
quick as thought, and very soon we master'd them, and 
gathering up the reins from between their legs, led 
them back. As luck would have it, the lantern had 
not been quencht by the fall, but lay flaring, and so 

I guided us. Also a curious bright radiance seem'd 
growing on the sky, for which I could not account. 
The three knaves were nowhere to be seen, but I heard 
titoii footsteps scampering in the distanoe, and Simmy 
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■(dnyeniBg'*8at«al'' I knew 07 ballet bad hit tlw 
minister } but ho had got >*ni7i <uid I avvar mA ejns na 
taj of the three atipua. 

Ii«aTi&jf Matt, to raiod the honK^t I caisj^Iit up tho 
laut«ni, and look'd about mo. As w«il as cotild be seeu, 
iTc well! in m nuroir m^itdow between two hilU, wIm-iw>E 
the bUok slopra n»e high nhorfl ua, Soin« paoea to the 
light, my ear caught th« noii« of » streuQ nmning. 

I tnin'd the Untem an the ooffio, whioh lay face 

■nwards, »nd with m gasp took in the game those 
' precious rogues had hensa playing. For, with the fall of 
it, the boards (b^ing but thin) were bust clean asunder; 
and on both sides had tumbled out Bilver oape, silver 
eatt-cellars, silver plates and dishes, that in the lantern's 
ra^B sparkled prettily on the turf. The ooffin, in short, 
yma stoffd with Delia's silverware. 

I had piuVd up a great flagon, and was turning it 
over to read the inacription, when Matt. Soames call'd 

tiae, and pointed over the hill in front. Above it the 
hole sky was red and glowing. 
" Sure," said he, " 'tia a fire out yonder 1 " 
" God help UB, Matt. — 'tis tho Hooae of Gleyal " 
It took but two minutea to tots the silver 1 
tato th? htmrw, I ulupp'd-to th'.> <i 
tfao rsuUf ajifuuy upuo tha drivar'a i 
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C» n» LBOGI; AJTD DOW I BEI30S 
HAHB8 TtTH KT COKKADI. 

W> had flome ado to find th« gate : bat do sooner wera 
through, and upon the high rood, thui I Ush'd the 
hones op the hill at » gsUop. To gaide as between the 
dark hedges we had only our Untent and the gUra 
ahead. The dishes and cups olash'd and rattled u tb* 
hearae bump'd in the rats, swaying wildly; a dosan 
timoE Matt, was near being pitch'd clean oat of hia Best. 
With my lege planted &tm, 1 flogged away like a mad- 
man J and like mad creatures the horses tore opward. 

On the summit a glance ehoVd ua all — the wild 
crimson'^ Bky — the sea running with lines of flre — sad 
against it the inky headland whereon the House of 
Gleys flar'd like a beacon. Already from one wing — our 
vrmg — a leaping column of flame wUirl'd up through 
the roof, and was swept seaward io smoke and sparks' 
I mark'd the coast-line, the ciifE-track», the maete and 
hall of the Godtend etanding out, clear as day and 
ueaFer, the yellow light flickering over the fields of 
jronng ooxn. We saw all this, and then weir plongiaf 
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1 hQ], with tJio blaze full abead of as. I'hc beavy 
bok ot it ma Hung in our nuhiriU aa r/v g»11op'd. 

At lh« b'lttoin wc caugM up o grwip »>f men run- 
liog. Twaa a b«<atliMd oome from the ship to help. 
i^i <nir hoFK-s RWept past thetn, one or two ciuii« to a 
terrified halt: but prewDUy wore ruuiiing hard 04^ 
•rt«r oM. 

The great gate stood apea. 1 drove etntiglit 
toto the bright-Hfc yard, shonting " Delia ! — where 
. Delia?" 

" Here I " call'd n voice ; and from a group that 
I .itood under the glare of the window came my dear 



She drew l^a^k 
' aime the 



" All §afe, Jack 1 But what- 
from our etrange equipage. 

" All in good time, Pirat tell me — boi 
f fire?" 

"Why, foul work, as it seema. All I know is 1 
was shieping, and awoke to hear t!ie black seaman bam- 
I mering on my door. Jumping op, I found the room 
I fiill of smoke, and eaeap'd. The rooms bentath, they 
Bay, were stuff'd with straw, and the yard outside heap'd 
also with straw, and blazing. Ben Halliday found two 
oil -jars lying there — " 
" Aze the horseB out 7 " 
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" Oh, Jutk — ^I do not know t Shamo on a* te ft^S 
gvt thetn I " I 

I ran towards the ebkble. Alrcadj- lh« roof m* j 
aUtM, and the atnw-ynul, tHT'ond, « m; Furnat:*. I 
Rushing in, I found the two Iicraes oowering in tbetr 1 
•talis, batb'd in sweat, and squealing. But 'twas all 
fright. So I fetch'd Molly's saddle, and spoke to 
her, and set it across her back : and the sweet thing waa 
quiet in a moment, turning her head to mb my sleeva 
gently with her muzzle : and f ollow'd me out like a 
lamb. The bay gave more trouble; but I eooth'd him 
in the same manner, and patting his neck, led him, too, 
into safety. 

By this, all hope to save the house was over ; for the 
well in the court yielded but twenty buckets before it 
ran dry, and after that no water was to be had. Of the 
mng where the fire buDit ont only the walle «t«<>d, and a 
few oaken raftflra, that one by one came tumbling and 
CTBfihing. The flames had spread along the roof, and 
were now lioking the ceiling of the hall and epouting 
aiound the clock-tower. In the roar and hubbab, 
Bill3^B men work'd like demons, dragging out chuis, 
chests, and furniture of all kinds, which they streVd in 
the yard, returning with shouts foi mure. One was 
tearing down the portraits in the hall : another wm 
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in^ out the gn&t drcse^r from Uu kjbclitiu : & third 
1 fimtul a pile of ta^uiKtr^ and >»niii stoggvtiiig EorUi 
lor th« Itiod uf it 

"I had £ast«n'd tho bone« hy iha gat», noi «M 
KJy to joio ia (lie w>>rk, wbeu s ehout was nia'd — 
» Billy l—Wbciv't Billy Fatteir? Hu nif Hen 
•Itipper ? ** 

" Su« " I call'4, "joM dw't B^ h« WH newr 
a'dl" 

" Black Sampson was in his room — wbere's BUok 
Sampson ? " 

" Here I be I" cried a voice. "To be sure 1 wofce 
y < he skipper before any o' ye." 
^V " Then where's he hid 7 Did any see him conM 

^^K "Now, that we have noti" answer'd one or two, 
^^P I stood by the house-door shouting these questions 
to the men inside, when a hand was laid on my arm, 
and there in the shadow waited Billy himself, with a 
mighty curious twinkle in his eye. He put a finger 
np and signed that I should follow. 

We pass'd round the out-boildings where, three 
bouis before. Matt- Soames and I had hid together. I 
was mindc-<] to stop and pitll nr my boot«, that were hid 
kvA : hut (and this was afterwaids the saving of me) 
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•eoond thongbU lot Uum l>0, oatl follaw*d Hi] 
now Uni iB« out by the poetern ^te. 

WiUioDt apebuli Mt: stejip'd itcnus tlu! tait, h 
er Wo Abend. A nigbt-broezu vox bloxrioj h«ni, deli* 
«ioas alter the heat of the fire. We vrnm viAk'ing 
quickly towarde the east eule of the headUndt and 
»oon the blaze behind Bang our shadows right to the 
oliS'fi edge, for which Billy ma4e straight, as if to fling 
himself over. 

But when, at the very verge, be pull'd np, I became 
enlighteo'd. At oar feet was an irou bar driven into 
the soil, and to it a stoat rope knotted, that ran over a 
block and dieappear'd down the cliff. I knelt and, pull- 
ing at it Boftly, look'd up. It came easy in the hand. 

Billy, with the glare in bis face, nodded : and bead- 
ing to my ear, for once achieVd a whisper. 

'< Saw one eteallug hither — an' followed. A man 
wi' a limp foot — went over the side like a oat." 

I mnet have appeai'd to doubt this good fortuncj £or 
he added — 

" 'Be a tnith-speakin' man i' the main. Jack — Taj^ 
over 'pan my belly, and spied a ledge — fifty feet down 
or lees — 'reckon there be a way theucti to the foot. 
Deaf, now ! what a rampin', tearin' sweat is this f " 

For, fast as I could tug, I was hauling up the mp«. 



TRI ADVCBTURM W TBI UI»I. 



81T 



Neu *lx^ fMt camo up befont I nftoh'i] the end — • 
Uiick tirislnl kimt I rtm a )<mg nooM i pallM it ontr 
in; bead And Bhovldersj And mode BiQy nuderatand be 
wu Ut lirnrcT me. 

^v "Sit i' tbe iwo«o, lad, ta* hold ronnd tlw knot. 

^^^V)r tiga to hoifit a|;puii, hi^ tins rope hard. I can hoM." 

^W He paid it out carefuUy wliile I steppM t^ the edge. 

^HWith the noose about my loins I thrust myself gently 

^Pwrer, and in a. trice hung swaying. 

On three sidea the sky compasa'd me — wild and 
red, save where to eastward the dawn was paling : an 
the fourth the dark rocky face eeem'd gliding upwards as 

t Billy lower'd. Far below I heard the wash of the sea, 
and could just spy the white spume of it glimmering. 
It stole some of the heart out of me, and I took my 



eyes 



off it. 



I 



Some feet below the top, tbe cliff fetched a slant 
jnwatds, so that I dangled a full three teet out from the 
face. As a boy I had adventured something of tbia sort 
on the north sides of Gable and tbe Pillar, and onea 
(after a neat of eaglet*) on the Mickledore cliffs : hut 
then 'twas daylight. Now, tho' I saw tbe lod^o under 
me, about a third of tbe way down, it lookM, in the 
darkness, to be eo extremely narrow, that 'tis probable 
1 should have call'd out to Billy to draw me up but for 
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the eertUDtjr that be would nevs hnr i k 
buld YKTf tig^bt and nieli'd it over. 

Down 1 Gwsy'd {BUlj* leUing out the rope very 
idy), Bod at last avnmg myeelf iiiwurd to the Itxlffei 
I gain'd K footing, and took a glance roand before alipping 
I oS the rope. 

I etood on a ehelf of sandy rock tlmt wound round 
tlie cliff some w«y to my left, and then, as I thought, 
broke sharply away. Twas mainly about a yard in 
width, but in places no more than two feet. Is the 
I growing light I noted the face of the headland ribb'd 
\ with several of these ledges, of varying length, but all 
hollow'd away anderneatb {as I Buppose by the sea in 
former ages), bo that the cliff's summit overhung the 
base by a great way : and peering over I 8aw the wavet 
creeping right beneath me. 

Now all this while I had not let Master Tingoomb 

out of ray mind. So I sUpt off the rope and left il 

to dangle, while I crept forward to explore, keeping 

well against the rock and planting my feet witb 

I great caution. 

I believe I was twenty minutes taking as many 
I Bteps, when at the point where the ledge broke off 1 saw 
I the ends of an iron ladder sticking up, and close btuiido 
I it ft great hole in the rook, which till now the corre of 
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tiiQ dtff liAi] hid. Tbu \addtt uo tlpubt aUwd ua b moowI 
dwlf Mow. 

I wu pansiaj; to consider this, vrhea a hri^lit my 
atreain'd across the sea tonorda me, nod Uift rod rim of tb« 
mm TOM out of the waters, outfacing the glow on the 
hcadtaod, and rending the film of smoke tbat. hung lik« 
s vurUin about the horizon. Twtut u if bj akhemy 
that thered ripples melted togold} and I stood watching 
with a child's delight. 

I beard the sound of a footstep : and fac'd round. 

Before me, not six paces oS, stood Hannibal Ting- 
oomb. 

He was issuing from the hole with a sack on his 
shoulder, and sneaking to descend the steps, when he 
threw a glance behind — and saw me I 

Neither spoke. With a face grey as ashes he tum'd 
very slowly, until in the onnatural light we look'd 
straight into each othe/a eyes. His never blink'd, but 
stared — stared horribly, while the veins swell'd hlack on 
bis forehead and his lips work'd, attempting speech. 
No words came — only a long-diawn sob, deep down in 
his throat; 

And then, letting slip the sacb, he Bung his arms 
up, ran a pace or two towards me, and tumbled on bis 
faoe in a fit. His left shoulder bung over the verge ^ 
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^■l&old distorted face turn'd up, nud u frolli ntiuut hi* 
■^ Up*. I luailtf B >tj;p t» Mkvc liim : lUid tliun jumy'd luob, 
flothwing mymlf ogaiiul. tfao rock. 
The ledge was breaking. 

I Baw K tieam g&ye at my feet. I saw it widen and 
spread to right and left. I heard a ripping, rending 

I noise — a rush o£ stones and earth : and, ctamng the air, 
with a wild screech, Ma,ster Tingcomb pitch'd back- 
mardfi, head over heels, into apace. 
Then folio w^eilenoe : then a horrible eplaeh as he 
'Struck the water, far below : then again a slipping and 
'teickling, ae more of the ledge broke away — at firet 
a pebble or two sliding — a dribble of earth — next, a 
crash and a cloud of dust. A last stone ran loose and 

idropp'd. Then fell a silence so deep I could catch the 
ifoar of the flames on the hill behind. 
Standing there, my arms thrown back and fingora 
.spread against the rock, I bqw a wave run out, wideDi 
•nd lose itself on the iaee of the sea. Under my feet 
but eight inches of the cornice remain'd. My toes 
stuck forward over the gulf. 

A score of startled gulli) with their cries cali'd ma to 
Lvyself . I opcn'd my uycs, that had fslint in sheer giddt- 
lose on my left the ledge v/m broke 
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r, catting me off by twalve fvct Irom tJiut jnit 
iuiK the. Isddi? still rested. Kn nuiD imulil jamp it, 
ili&g. To the right tiien was no gap : but in one 
oaly WM the foutir^ over t«u incbea wide, sod itt 
end my rope bung oTer tba sea, a good yard awar 
tho edge. 
I ahuc mj- eyes aad shottted. 
There was no anewer. la the dead etillnesa I o 
'heaj tbe rafters falling is the Hoiu« of Oleys^ and thfl 
gboute of the men at work. The Godsend lay aroiuid 
tii6 point, out of Bight. And Billy, deaf as a stone, sat 
BO doubt hy hia rope, placidly waiting my sigaal. 

I ecrcam'd again and again. The rock flung my 
voice seaward. Actoes the summit vaulted above, there 
drifted] a puff of biowu smoke. No one heard. 

A while of weakness followed. My brain reei'd ; 
my lingers dug into the rock behind till they bled. I 
bent forward — forward over the heaving mist through 
which tbe sea orawl'd like a snake. It beckon'd me 
down, that orawling wat«r. . . . 

I stiffen'd my knu<<9 and the faintness pass'd. I muEt 
Bot look down aguin. It flash'd on me that Delia hud 
«ftU'd me weak : and ] liardcnud my heart to fight it cut. 
I would face round to tlie cliff and work towards the rvipi-. 
I a hateful iuoin«nt wliilo I turutid: for to kin 
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m I tniut l«t go with one bud. And Ui« rodk fhrnJI 
nii: OQl^runla. Bnt at Wet T tsxrA tfao L'ltS ; waital b 
moment while nijr knees sbook; and inuring « foot 
cftuUmiety to t)i« l«ft, began to work my wmy aloDf^, ui 
ini-h at m time, 
r Looking down to guide my feet, I saw the wotw 
twinkling beneath my heels. My palma press'd tlw 
lock. At every three inches T was fain to rest my for^ 
head agunet it and gasp. Minute after minute went 
by — endless, intolerable, and still the rope seem'd sa 
far away as ever. A cold sweat ran off me : a naiuc* 
possees'd me. Once, where the ledge was widest, I 
sank on one knee, and hung; for a while incapable of 
movement. But a black horror drove me on: and after 
the first dizzy stupor my wits were mercifully wida 
awake. Sure, 'twas God's miracle preserv'd them to 
me, who looking at the sea and c!iff and pitiless eiin, 
had almost denied Him and his miracles together. 

All the way I kept shouting : and so, for half an hour- 
inch by inch, shuffled forward, nntil I stood under the 
, rope. Then I had to turn again. 

The rock, tho' still overarching, here press'd out lest 
a before : bo that, working round on the ball of my 
b, I managed pretty easily. But how to get th« 
r.Tope? As I said, it hung a good yard beyond tho 
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!, the Qonse (Liiu>ling siime two fwt belnw iL 
I m7 lin^r-lipji agacmrt the tiiSt, I letuit oat and 
h'd at it. I nuPB'd it by a f»H. "Simll I jump?" 
Jiougbt !,"(«■ bide liere till help oomm?" 

Twae a {n<ldj. awfttl le^. But ihe black bnrror 
a ftt my he«U noir. In a minute more 'twould hftT* 

; nod then my hJR wai oertaJn. I call'd up Delia't 
face as sbc had taaiit«d roe. I bent my knees, and, 
leaving my bold of the rock, sprang forward — out, over 
the Eea. 

I saw it twinkle, fathoms below. My rigbt hand 
'toneh'd — grasp'd tbe rope : then my left, as I swung: 
far out upon it. I slipt an inch — three inches — thea 
beld, swaying wildly. My foot was in the noose. I 
beard a about above r and, as I dropp'd to a Bitting 
postnre, the rope began to rise. 

" Quick I Oh, Billy, pull quick 1 " 

He could not hear; yet tugg'd like a Trojan. 

" Now, here's a time to keep a man sittin' I " ba 
shouted, ae he caught my hand, and pull'd me full 
length on the turf. " Why, lad — hast seen a ghost ? " 

Tlrere was no answer. The black horror bad orav 
t^en mc At last. 



Tbey carried me to a shod in the ^reat ooort of Giey*, 
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Till -irtEKDro urn. 

and set m« on rtrow : ant^ tborv, till far rate i 

nooti, I lay Wtwtxt swhiiuo^ uui tri'mbtiiii;, wliUo 

iclis batU'd D17 haul m iraf«r ftoiD tbe sea, fur do 

1 to be had. And about (oar in Una Kfternooa 

h<«ror left me, so Liut I nat up and told my e'orj 
;ty Bteadtly. 

Wbat of tbe honge ? " I aslc'd, wben tbe tale waa 
done, and a company sent to searoh tbe oaat cliiE £iom 
file beacb. 

All perisb'd I " said Delia, and tben smiling, " Z am 
honselesB as ever. Jack." 

And bave tbe same good friends." 

Tbat'a true. But listen — for while you have lain 
here, Billy and I bave put our beads together. He is 
bound for Brest, he says, and has agreed to take mi* 
and Bucb poor cbattele as are saved, to Brittany, where 
I know my mother's kin will bave a welcome for me, 
autil these troubtes be pass'd. Already the half of my 
goods is aboard the Godaend, and a lett«r writ to Sir 
Bevill, begging bim to appoint an honest man aa my 
iteward. What think yon of tbe plan? " 

" It aeems a good plan," I answer'd slowly : " the 
England that now is, is no place for a woman. Wben 
ia yon sail ? " 

As soon as you are recover'd. Jack." 
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" Then that's dow." I got on my fee^ tnd dmv 
on my boots (that ^fatt. Soames bad foimd in ilie Umd 
bnfihes and brought). My knees trembled a bi^ bafc 
Dothing to matter. 

Art looking downcast. Jack," 

Bud I : " How dae ■hoold I look, tiud tm to kw 
tiue in an hata or more ? " 

She made no reply to thi^ bat tamed away to giw 
an order to the Bailors. 

The last of Delia's fumitnre was hardly aboard, 
when we heard great shouts of joy, and saw the meo 
returning that had gone to search the cliff. They bore 
between them three large oak coffers : which being 
broke, we came on an immense deal of old plate and 
jewels, besides over £300 tn coin'd money. There were 
two more left behind, they saidj besides several small 
bags of gold. The path up the cliff was hard to climb, 
and would have been impossible, but for the iron ladder 
tbey found ready fixt for Master Tingcomb's descent. 
In the hole (that could not be seen from the beaoh, the 
shelf hiding it) was tackle for lowering the chest ; and 
below a boat moor'd, and now left high and dry by the 
tide. Doubtless, the arch-rasoal had waited for his 
comrades to return, whom Matt. Soames and I had 
■car'd oat of all stomach to do so. His body was 
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Dowfaere found. Tha sea WI wanlt'c! U off : bn(. titA UdK 
they reoOTer'd, sad faund to hold the ahoraest of Dciin's 
iMtix^ooni*. WiUiin oo bour tlui rcnuutdag ooBvn and 
motiey-tngs were nie id the Teasel's bold. 



The sun was setting, as Delis and I stood on the 
bescb, beside the boat tbat was to take ber from me. 
Aboard the Godsend I could hear the anchor lifting, and 
the men singing, as, holding Molly's bridle, I held ont 
my hand to the dear maid who with me bad shar'd fo 
many a peril. 

" Ib there any more to come ? " she asVd. 

"No," said I, and God knows my heart was heavj : 
"nothing Xa come but ' Farewell ! ' " 

She laid her small hand in my big palm, and glnno* 
ing np, said very pretty and demnre — 

" And »kaU I leave my bett f Will not coma, too, 
dear Jack ? " 

"Delial" I stammer'd. "What ia this? I thought 
yon lov'd me not." 

" And so did I, Jack : and thinking bo, I Found I 
tared thee better than ever. Fie on thee, now 1 May 
not a maid change her mind without being forci'd (o 
fttch unseemly, brazen Trords ? " And aha hearM k 
mock Bigh. 
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Bnt M I «b>od and Ixild tkat littlu liMii), I sei>m'd 
BorOBS Um v«tT mist of hajipuiMs to read a Si!nte»iw 

^^Ifriltjsa, uul apulu it, perfons luul elow, lui witb wtiutiiar 

^Bun'c (aaatlt — 

^V ''I>elis, yoD only hare I lor'ij, and will Icnw! 
Blitho wwild I be to Uv« witli yua, ttud Iv hitvo yoa 
would blitbd/ die. Is sorraw, tliea, uaO for me, or ia 
trust abide me. But go with you miw — 1 ta*y not." 

She lifted her &yeB, and looking full into mine, 
repeated slowly the verse we iiai) read at our tirst 



"' Id a nife'a lap, as in a grave, 

Man's air; notions mix witb earth ■■' 

^^-tfaon hast found it, sweetheart — tlioa hast found the 
!6pl«Qiid Spur I " 

She broke off, and olapp'd her hands together very 

ly ; and then, aa a tear started — 
" Brit thou'lt come for me, ere long, Ja«k ? Else I 

sitre to blame some other woman. Stay " 

She drew off her rmg, and slipt it on my littlv 
(gnger. 

" There's my token ! Now give me one to weep and 
J glad over." 

Having no trinkets, I gave my glove ; and shs 
ise'd it twice, and put it in her bosom. 



■bid 
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1 haw no need of thw ring," «aid It "for InftV I* 
I drew fortii th« lock I had cnt From her dw 
1, thaC moraine among libci alders by KoudpI ildt*, 
worn «ver RiDoe over nj btfart. " 'Wilt murj' tw 
till I come ? " 
"Now, that's too hard a promiae," eaid she, laoghing, 
and shaking her curls. 
" Too hard 1 " 

" Why, of course. Listen, sweetheart — a truB 
woman will not change her mind ; but, oh I she dearly 
lores to be able to 1 So, bating this, here's my hand 
4ipan it — now, Se, Jaok I and before all these mannera I 

—well, then if thou muti " 

«#■»<* 
I watch'd her standing in the stem and waving, till 
«he was under the Qoiiend'i side: then tum'd, and 
mounting Molly, rode inland to the wan. 
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